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Moscow, Russia 

 
Overview 

Moscow is located on the far west side of Russia next to neighboring countries Belarus and Latvia. Being 

the capita, Moscow is the most populous city of Russia, with a population of around 12.19 million. The 

city was founded by Prince Yuri Dolgoruky of Suzdal, and the future megalopolis started with a fortress 

named the Kremlin. Known for its famous architecture, particularly its historic buildings such as Saint 

Basil's Cathedral with its colorful architectural style or Spasskaya Tower of the Moscow Kremlin. In 

addition to Moscow’s detailed architecture, the city contains over 40 percent of its territory covered by 

greenery, making it one of the greenest capitals and major cities worldwide.   

Climate and Geography 

Moscow is situated along the Moskva River, which flows over 

300 miles through the East European Plain in central Russia. 

Moscow’s climate is rather continental, meaning it has long, cold 

winters from mid-November through the end of March, and warm 

summers. Temperatures can get as low as -15°F in the winter and 

up to 95°F in the summer months of June-August. 

 

Historic Sites and Landmarks 

Known for its amazing architecture and being a former Russian fortress, it is no wonder that Moscow 

boasts several very important landmarks that every traveler to Russia must visit. Among the most famous 

is the Moscow Kremlin, Saint Basil’s Cathedral, and Red Square.  

Red square was meant to be the main marketplace for Russia. It has also 

previously been the site of various public ceremonies as well as the 

occasional coronation for Russia's Tsars. Red square is well know for 

being the location where the military Victory Day parage occurs every 

year to celebrate the Nazi defeat of WWII.  

The Moscow Kremlin is a fortified complex in the center of Moscow, 

overlooking the Moskva River to the south, Saint Basil's Cathedral and 

Red Square to the east. It serves as the official residence of the President 

of the Russian Federation which includes four palaces and cathedrals. 
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There is also a museum in the main compartment of the building where tourists may visit. It is important 

you visit all of the places inside and out that you possibly can, including the SpaceTree, the Tsar Bell, the 

helicopter landing pads, and the Kremlin Garden.  

Saint Basil’s Cathedral is located on the perimeter of Red Square. It is 

the most recognized church in Russia and is formally known as the 

Cathedral of Vasily the Blessed. The structure was built in 1555 on 

orders from Ivan the Terrible to celebrate the capture of Kazan and 

Astrakhan. The building is very unfamiliar to Russian architecture, as 

it is shaped like the flame of a fire rising into the sky. Tickets can be 

bought and visitors can tour/explore the museum and entire building.  

 

Arts and Culture 

Moscow has a vast amount of theatres, including a city square in the Tverskoy District called ‘Theatre 

Square’ . One of the most renowned is the Bolshoi Theatre, which was founded in 1825 and is located in 

the ‘Theatre Square’. Other theatres that must be visited and are located here include Maly Theatre and 

the Russian Youth Theatre. Another popular form of art is motion 

picture films which are located in the city’s many cinemas, clubs, 

and cultural institutions. Museums and art galleries in the capital 

include the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts, with a fine 

international collection, and the Tretyakov Gallery. Despite Soviet 

rule and war torn areas, Moscow has been able to retain a great 

amount of functioning Russian Orthodox churches. Outside the 

Garden Ring (the circular road around Moscow), there is a 

plentiful assortment of parks and open spaces. Other important cultural achievements include The 

Luzhniki Park complex, a leading Moscow facility for sports and the Khimki Reservoir, just northwest of 

Moscow, which is used for boating and aquatic sports.  
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Transportation 

The Moscow transportation network uses an array of transportation methods to shuttle locals, 

businessmen, and visitors from place-to-place throughout the city and the surrounding area. These include 

buses, trams, motorways, trains, subways, and air travel. A 

commonly used form of transportation in the city is the 

Moscow Metro, mostly underground, which services over 

9 million people daily in all 196 stations. There are five 

primary commercial airports that serve the Moscow area, 

including Sheremetyevo International Airport, which is the 

most common entry point for foreign passengers. There 

are nine rail terminals which all leave from the center of 

the city and expand outward towards Asia and Europe.  
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St. Petersburg, Russia 

Overview 

St. Petersburg is at the heart of Russia. With foundations laid by Peter the Great, St. Petersburg has a 

really rich history. Known for its magnificent palaces, such as Peterhof and the Winter Palace, state of the 

art museums, such as Hermitage, and its incredible Orthodox churches, such as St. Isaac’s Cathedral and 

Savior on Spilled Blood, St. Petersburg is a really magnificent city. In addition to these amazing sites, St. 

Petersburg has many beautiful canals that individuals can travel by boat. Let’s now dive into the climate, 

geography, the most historic sites, and outdoor activities that people can enjoy in St. Petersburg: 

 

Climate and Geography 

St. Petersburg stands on the Neva River at the east end of the Gulf of 

Finland. Since St. Petersburg is by the Baltic Sea, the weather varies 

with long and cold winters to short and humid summers. For instance, 

the average weather during the winter is around -9°C (16°F). 

 

 

Historic Sites and Landmarks 

In 1721, Peter the Great commanded that Peterhof Palace 

be built a little outside of St. Petersburg. The palace 

developed into an elegant and incredibly luxurious 

building that every room felt like art. The Palace 

represents Russian power and victory, commemorating 

Russia’s win over Sweden. The best attraction and most 

fantastic architecture in this palace is its lower courtyard 

area with 150 fountains. 

The Church of the Savior on Spilled Blood is an amazing Russian 

Orthodx cathedral in St. Petersburg. It was built in the memory of 

Alexander II who was assassinated in 1881. The church was built where 

a bomb was thrown into his carriage and took around 24 years to 

construct. The cathedral is one of the largest mosaic collections in 

Europe. 
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Arts and Culture 

 

The Hermitage Museum is the second largest museum in 

the world. Formerly the Winter Palace, the Hermitage has 

around 3 million pieces of art. The museum was initially 

created in 1764 for Catherine the Great. Definitely be 

ready to set aside some time, because tours of this 

amazing museum typically last over 3 hours.  
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Kazan, Russia  

Overview 

Kazan is a city in southwest Russia. It is the capital of the Republic of Tatarstan, Russia. Kazan is 

governed rather independently from the rest of Russia, yet it still resides within the borders of Russia. It is 

the sixth most populous city in Russia. As of the most recent census, there are about 1.3 million people 

that reside in the city. Many consider Kazan to be Russia’s third capital. 

Kazan is about 150 years older than Moscow. It is known for its diversity, culture, and rich history.  The 

culture of Kazan is a combination of Oriental and Russian which reveals its deep connections to its 

history. The two main religions of the region are Muslim and Orthdox Christian. 

Kazan is also known as the “sports capital of Russia” as it has hosted many different world sports events, 

including the 2018 FIFA World Cup. 

Climate and Geography 

Kazan is where the Volga River and the 

Kazanka River merge, and it is about 

440 miles east of Moscow. The diverse 

population and culture of Kazan attests 

to its geographical location. 

It is the land of the Volga Tatars, who 

are Turkic people commonly associated 

with Genghis Khan’s hordes. 

 

Kazan is considered to be much hotter than other cities in 

Russia with summer temperatures rising into the 80’s and 90’s. 

For this reason, many locals and tourists find themselves 

spending their time at the Riviera Aquapark. 
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Historic Sites and Landmarks 

One of the most notable landmarks is the Kazan 

Kremlin, which dates back to the 10th century. It 

was built by Ivan the Terrible on the ruins of the 

former castle of Kazan Khans. Even though 

Moscow has the most well-known Kremlin, every 

large city in Russia has a Kremlin (meaning 

“citadel” in Russian). The Kremlin’s architecture 

resembles and dates back to the Islamic period of 

the Golden Horde, Kazan Khanate, and Volga 

Bulgaria. It is the only Tatar fortress that still 

exists today and it is a significant symbol of pilgrimage for them. As shown in the picture above, within 

the Kazan Kremlin is the Kul Sharif Mosque and the Annunciation Cathedral, both of which display 

the peace of the two main religions of the ethnic region -- Islam and Orthodox Christianity. The Kazan 

Kremlin was deemed a World Heritage Site in 2000.  

 

One way to peek into the Soviet past is by visiting the 

Soviet Lifestyle Museum in Kazan. The museum is 

conveniently located in a “communal apartment” with 

brick walls, old wiring and cast-iron wall heaters. The 

museum features items and signs that can allow 

visitors to feel, see, and (somewhat) understand the 

social climate that existed in socialist Russia. It is a 

great way to experience the culture, like music and 

art, that indeed existed, despite socialist laws.  

The famous Bauman Street is a pedestrian street in 

the heart of Kazan. Walking down the street, people can enter all sorts of cafes, souvenir shops, malls, 

clubs, theatres, museums, and can even walk along the Kazanka River. It is a great place to gather and 

listen to live music while enjoying different activities the city has to offer. 
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Art, Culture and Cuisine 

Throughout the year, the city of Kazan puts on a variety of cultural events and festivals that display the 

modernity and diversity of the people. There are music festivals dedicated to jazz and opera, and a famous 

Muslim cinema festival held annually. Due to the Tatar history that resides in Kazan, there are many 

opportunities to learn and celebrate the Tatar culture. In the month of May, the Republic hosts Karavon 

Festivals throughout which allow people to shop for traditional Tatar clothing, taste, and participate in 

typical festival traditions. A Karavan Festival is one of the best ways to truly get a feel (and taste) for the 

Tatar culture.  

Most traditional Tatar foods tend to be year round, but there are a few dishes that are typically made in 

certain times of the year. The ukha fish soup is a favorite that helps warm the throat in the cold winters. 

In contrast, chak-chak doughnuts are a great way to enjoy the summer weather with friends and family 

outdoors. 
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