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SETTING 

StoryCorp, a storytelling company outside the space-time continuum 

Running time is approximately 70 intermission-free minutes on Earth, but since we 
exist outside of time, we can’t really be sure 

Director’s Notes 

When our slated production of Haroun and the Sea of Stories was suddenly cancelled 
during the second week of rehearsals, our team had to navigate a rough patch of 
disappointment and anxiety. We processed through our emotions as well as the 
intellectual and creative dilemmas that this situation raised for us. We asked questions like: 
What are the stories that shape us? Who has the right to tell them? How do truth and fiction 
intersect in them? What’s the point of stories that aren’t even true? We arrived at one 
guiding theme: the value of storytelling for our humanity. It was the one that had stuck 
with us as we studied Haroun and the one that catapulted us into Writer’s Block. Over the 
course of two intense weeks, we created an original play that was inspired by the stories 
we love and by those questions we were pondering. We imagined a fantasy world that was 
intimately tied to our reality, in which stories are created outside of human control in a 
process of imagination passing from one Spark to another. In essence, we raise yet another 
question with this concept: Who thought of it first? Perhaps it’s none of us or all of us. 
Imagination comes to life when ideas are in dialogue, when cultures and languages and 
people interact, when we become aware of our myriad intersections within this world—
seen and unseen. Writer’s Block uses comedy to grapple with the emotional and 
intellectual complexities of storytelling. It also highlights how our institutions can both 
enable and constrain our creative process, even asking audiences to weigh in on this issue 
and help determine the ending of our play. It’s been a pleasure for me to dive into this 
experience with my students and to discover the humor, pain, and passion for art that we 
share despite our differences. I hope you walk away from this show with a light heart, an 
open and curious mind, and a renewed faith in the power of stories to rescue us from 
ourselves. 

 — HB 
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DRAMATURGICAL Notes 

The role of the dramaturg is to provide detailed research about the historical, cultural, and social 
context of the play as well as a thorough analysis of the text for the cast and production team. 

However, the dramaturg’s role shifts greatly when working to devise a play from the ground up. To 
create Writer’s Block, the cast, director, and dramaturgs all contributed concepts, but no two ideas 

were exactly the same; it was like a highly disordered puzzle. Our role as dramaturgs involved working 

with the cast and crew to ensure that these ideas were incorporated smoothly to create one coherent 
storyline. We studied the plot, the individual characters, and the relationships between these 

characters to ensure that the arc of the play made sense from start to finish, pointing out any plot 
holes or confusing details. Through this detailed analysis and by serving as advocates for the 

audience, we helped establish an understandable and enjoyable production for audience members of 

all ages. Given our unique opportunity to craft a full play from scratch, it was important to us all that 
our production centered around a message that would be of value to our campus community. We 

were inspired greatly by Haroun and the Sea of Stories and its beautiful and magical portrayal of a 
quest to save storytelling. As we wrote and rewrote what would become Writer’s Block, we cycled 

through numerous potential messages that eventually drew us to the central concept of “the magic of 
storytelling.” In this production, we focus not only on the beauty of stories themselves, but also the 

importance of diverse voices in creating and telling these stories, which is certainly valuable as we 

strive to establish an educated and inclusive campus culture. Our greatest hope is that this production 
can provide inspiration and encouragement for new and diverse works to be presented on this stage in 

the future.      
— AC, WD 

 
Up Next… WINTER 2022 mainstage THEATRE production 

 

Working 
A musical from the book by Studs Terkel. Adapted by Stephen Schwartz & Nina Faso.  
With additional contributions by Gordon Greenberg. Songs by Craig Carnelia, Micki Grant, Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Mary Rodgers and Susan Birkenhead, Stephen Schwartz, James Taylor. Orchestrations by 
Alex Lacamoire.  

 
This 2012 musical revival amplifies the American worker's story, highlighting the hopes, dreams, 
dignity, and sense of purpose shared by the modern workforce. Working is based on Pulitzer prize-
winning author Studs Terkel's best-selling book. This sincere and captivating musical weaves together 
a collection of monologues and songs written by various composers/lyrists, including Lin-Manuel 
Miranda (Hamilton), Stephen Schwartz (Wicked), Craig Carnelia, and James Taylor.  

Winter Quarter 2022 
Thursday, February 24 – Saturday, February 26 @ 8:00pm; Sunday, February 27 @ 2:00pm 

Thursday, March 3 – Saturday, March 5 @ 8:00pm  



 
 
Your private support for the Theatre and Dance Department is crucial 
to efforts of providing Learn by Doing opportunities for our students. 
Contributions allow the department to provide for students and 
faculty in various ways, such as: 
 

• Support for student success in areas of career development & travel/field trips 
• Workshops & specialized classes with guest artists and alumni 
• Research & development projects related to the Teacher-Scholar Model 
• Enhancement of equipment/materials for our hands-on scenic & costume facilities 

Name (please print):  

Address:  

City:  

State: Zip:  
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Email:  

Affiliation (Alum, Parent, Faculty/Staff, Friend):  

Company name (if applicable):  

Exact spelling of name(s) for recognition in Theatre season production programs: 

  

� Yes, my employer will match this gift 

The employer match form "is enclosed" or "will be mailed". To find out if your employer matches gifts, call 805-
756-2713 or visit giving.calpoly.edu/matching 

 
Please deposit this form and your donation in the box in the lobby or mail to: 

Cal Poly Theatre and Dance Department, Building 45, Room 103 
1 Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA 93407 

 
For additional information about our Department and how you can help provide support, please visit 

our website at http://theatredance.calpoly.edu and click on the “Give Now” icon. 


