
Junior Specialist I or II  

 Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology 
University of California, Riverside 

 
APPLICATIONS OPEN: August 21, 2017 

REVIEW BEGINS: September 4, 2017 

POSITION AVAILABLE: September 18, 2017 

 

NATURE AND PURPOSE: 

The Vegetable and Strawberry Pathology Program (http://putmanlab.weebly.com) at the 

University of California, Riverside seeks a motivated, independent, detail-oriented 

individual for a Junior Specialist position to conduct field and lab research.  The 

Program’s goal is to improve the economic, environmental, and social sustainability of 

vegetable and strawberry production in California by addressing disease challenges 

facing these crops.  The individual will lead field research studies, greenhouse 

experiments, and standard activities typical for a plant pathology laboratory to help 

understand plant pathogens and the diseases they cause and to assist development of 

improved and innovative ways to manage them.  The individual will play a role in 

building the Vegetable and Strawberry Pathology Extension and Research Program and 

must be able to excel in a growing, dynamic, mutually-supportive team environment, 

participate in a safe and efficient work environment, participate in or lead mentorship of 

lab personnel, and effectively communicate using a variety of means with a range of 

audiences.  

 

MAJOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Include but are not limited to:  

• Design field and greenhouse studies through the identification of needs or knowledge 

gaps, formulation of hypotheses, design of experiments, and development and 

maintenance of experimental procedures and protocols.  To be done either in 

conjunction with the PI or independently.  Sources of study development include 

discussion with growers, pest control advisors, or other industry clientele, collaboration 

with lab members or research and extension personnel at various institutions in 

California, and assessment of the scientific literature and other available information. 

• Perform field and greenhouse experiments through the: propagation of plants, 

application of cultural or chemical treatments; collection, management, and processing 

http://putmanlab.weebly.com/


of plant and soil samples; collection, organization, and maintenance of data; and 

analysis and interpretation of results.  

• Communicate or assist with communication of results to extension, scientific, and 

outreach audiences through oral presentations at local, regional, or national meetings 

and through written extension reports or articles, scientific publications, or public 

outreach. 

• Assist the PI with diagnosis of plants having suspected disease problems submitted 

by clientele and characterization of new pathogens. 

• Perform common tasks in a plant pathology laboratory including preparing culture 

media, isolation of pathogens, growth of pathogen inoculum, and inoculation of plants. 

• Play a leadership role in overall lab management by mentoring lab members, 

contributing to the lab’s safety culture and meeting safety requirements, and 

purchasing equipment and supplies. 

 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS:  

• B.S. degree in an agriculture-related field such as agronomy, plant pathology, plant 

sciences, or horticulture. 

• Basic knowledge of and experience with plant propagation and aseptic techniques. 

• Proficiency with word processing, spreadsheet, and presentation software. 

• Possession or ability to obtain a State of California driver’s license. 

• Ability for occasional work outside of normal business hours, and overnight travel 

typically within Southern California. 

• The ability to lift and carry 30 pounds and work outdoors in warm weather while 

wearing personal protective equipment. 

• Excellent written and oral communication skills. 

 

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Experience with agriculture field research and/or commercial vegetable or strawberry 

production 

• Knowledge of or experience with study design, statistical analysis, and writing reports 

of research studies.  Experience with specialized programs such as ARM, SAS, or R. 

• Possession or ability to obtain a qualified applicator’s license or a qualified applicator 

certificate. 

• Oral or written proficiency in Spanish. 

 



APPLICATION PROCESS: Interested applicants should submit: 1) a brief letter of 

intent outlining interest in the position, overall qualifications, and experience; 2) a 

curriculum vitae or an academic biography; and 3) contact information for 2-4 

references to Dr. Alexander Putman (aiputman@ucr.edu). Apply by September 4, 2017 

to receive full consideration. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Alexander Putman, Ph.D. 

Assistant Cooperative Extension Specialist and Assistant Plant Pathologist 

Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology 

University of California, Riverside 

Riverside, CA 92521 

aiputman@ucr.edu 
 

The University of California is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer with a 

strong institutional commitment to the achievement of excellence and diversity among 

its faculty and staff. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 

origin, age, disability, protected veteran status, or any other characteristic protected by 

law. 

UCR is a world-class research university with an exceptionally diverse undergraduate 

student body. Its mission is explicitly linked to providing routes to educational success 

for underrepresented and first-generation college students. A commitment to this 

mission is a preferred qualification. 

 

Information about UCR:  UC Riverside offers undergraduate and graduate education 

to 22,000 students.  The 1,112-acre, park-like campus is located in the heart of inland 

Southern California in a community steeped in rich heritage, offering a dynamic mix of 

arts and entertainment and an opportunity for affordable living. Sixty miles east of Los 

Angeles, the campus is also within an hour's drive of beaches, mountain hiking and 

skiing, and desert parks and reserves. To learn more about the campus 

visit http://www.ucr.edu 
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