
 

DESCRIPTION OF AVAILABLE POSITION 

 
POSITION TITLE:  Research Assistant, Blueberry and Subtropical Strawberry Breeding 

JOB POSTING DATE: February 2018 

LOCATION:  Watsonville, California 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS:  Full Time, wage commensurate with education and experience 

JOB DESCRIPTION:  The Research Assistant is responsible for, but not limited to, the 

following: 

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

 Documentation of laboratory procedures, research activities, and results 

 Data collection, entry, analysis, and reporting 

 Post-harvest fruit quality assessments 

 Management of field labor during planting, propagation, and harvest 

 Overseeing of data collection at research field plots 

 Regular interaction with key managers and team members of other departments 

 Regularly walk fields to scout for crop issues and coordinate with the test-plot/ranch 

manager to implement pest control, irrigation and plant nutrition programs. 

 Monitor, evaluate and improve farming techniques 

 Safeguarding of PSI’s confidential and proprietary information and materials 

 

Requirements: 

 BSc or MSc in Biology, Agronomy or Horticulture or equivalent 

 Agriculture related research experience in a field or lab setting 

 Basic understanding of experimental design, data collection and analysis 

 Strong computer proficiency, and experience with Microsoft Office 

 Experience managing projects and teams of people 

 Ability to work shifts that may differ from standard business hours 

 Detail oriented and strong organizational skills 

 Excellent time management and ability to perform multiple ongoing tasks 

 Ability to solve problems with a sense of urgency and minimal supervision 

 Must be punctual, dependable, and a self-starter 

 Ability to work independently and as a member of a team 

 Capability to lift 50 lbs on intermittent bases 

 Flexibility to work both in an office setting and field conditions 

 Local travel will be required on a regular basis, with occasional longer domestic trips 

 California driver’s license and ability to be insured by our company’s policy 

 A passion for horticulture is essential 

 Bilingual communication skills preferred (English and Spanish) 

 Farming experience desirable 

 

Send a resume with reference name and phone numbers to Kendra Blaker at the business address 

listed above or send an e-mail to kblaker@plantsciences.com 


