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Mission: Increase the sustainability of California Strawberry growing
through research and education that is aligned with grower needs.

Strawberry Center

Entomology || Pathology |[|Automation

55 CALPOLY
g Strawberry Center




CALIFORNIA

STRAWSERRY

COMMISSION

John Lin
Director of Production
Automation

L

Strawberry Center

Organization Stru

cture

% CAL POLY
g College of Agriculture, Food

& Environmental Sciences

Gerald Holmes
Director

! Operations I

4 Entomology

Scott Steinmaus

Pathology

Sarah Zukoff
Entomologist

Shashika
Hewavitharana
Plant Pathologist

Mojtaba Ahmadi Abbas Atefi Caleb Fink Will Kramer Drew Kyle Blauer Alison Stevens Julie Tillman Jose Vivian Longacre
Senior Senior Automation Automation Summerfield Field Research Admlnlstratlve Acct & Comm Alvarado Rojas Lab Technician
Automation Automation Engineer Engineer Farm Manager Manager Coordinator Coordinator Research (part time)
Engineer Engineer Associate




,nl RS S




California’s strawberry industry

* Climate & geography

* Value

* Acreage, production, yield

* Plant production (nurseries)
* Fruit production

* Cultural systems

* Processing

* Pests and diseases
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High elevation
nurseries

Low elevation
nurseries

Salinas-Watsonville
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https://youtu.be/OdJiBTr921U




Total acres in 2023
41,570 acres

Salinas-Watsonville 33%
CAL POLYy \ 5
SAN LUIS OBISPO Santa Maria 40%

Oxnard 27%

Fall + Summer

S—

planting
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Production system
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Southern Districts: Santa Maria and Oxnar Northern District: Salinas - Watsonville
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Robotic harvesting

’@Tortuga AgTech advanced.farm.
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Greece
Colombia
Romania
Morocco
Canada
Finland
France

Iran

Italy

Japan

U.K. & N. Ireland
Brazil

Rep. Korea
Serbia

Spain
Ukraine
Belarus
Mexico
Germany
Egypt
Tarkiye
United States of America
Poland
Russian Fed.
China
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Harvested area (acres)

5,311
6,217
6,299
6,928
7,222
9,435
10,028
10,693
11,115
12,108
12,194
12,557
15,109
16,766
17,833
19,760
23,490
29,405

83,733
87,601

318,744
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Source: FAOSTAT 2021



Total production (tonnes)

Peru 37,844
Belgium 50,590
Australia 56,843
Ukraine 62,250
Iran 64,840
France 75,700
Belarus 77,586
Netherlands 85,830
Greece 86,170
Colombia 91,279
U.K. & N. Ireland 114,614
Italy 117,630
Germany 130,630
Morocco 141,075

Japan
Poland

Rep. Korea
Brazil
Russian Fed.
Spain

Egypt
Mexico
Tarkiye
United States of America
China
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669,195

1,211,090
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Production (Ib/acre)

23,651

Chile

Australia

24,126
Palestine 24,413

Cyprus

24,813

Costa Rica
Belgium
Rep. Korea
Japan
Tarkiye
Ireland
Colombia
Egypt
Portugal
Jordan
Brazil
Greece
Kuwait
Mexico
Israel
Albania
Spain 44,575
44,890

Morocco

Netherlands 49,746

United States of America 54,070
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California acres & yield

Yield

i Acres
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Year
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Production volume (trays)
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Planting timing (Fall and Summer)

20,000

Fall and Summer acreage for Santa Maria (2009-2022)

18,000
16,000
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Summer
12,000 34% in 2022
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California Strawberry Varieties (acres planted)
1993 to 2023

o

5000 10000

Chandler UC 11378

Selva UC 6770
Other
Pajaro UC 1611
Seascape C 1160

Oso Grande C 1057

o View full video at: https://youtu.be/Jxu-S5VIo04
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Source: California Strawberry Commission Acreage Surveys



https://youtu.be/Jxu-S5VIo04

Greatest hits (top 10 cultivars)

Fronteras
Ventana
Chandler
Portola
Diamante
Selva

Cultivar

San Andreas
Monterey
Albion
Camarosa
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Organic acreage
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6-year average

~ (based on harvested wt.)

v Fresh is the goal

% * 13 processing plants in CA - |
e~ * Products - '
* Concentrates
 |QF (individually quick frozen)

* Purees
e Juice stock




Pests & diseases




Lygus hesperus
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Spotted wing Drosophila




Other arthropod pests

* Whitefly

* Aphid

* Thrips

* Cutworms
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Rhizbbus rot

fruit rot owdery mildew

Botrytis
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Root Rots &
Vascular Wilts
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Other disease concerns

* Anthracnose (occasional)

* Neopestalotiopsis (not yet)
* \/iruses (occasional)

* Root-knot nematodes (rare)
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California Unveils Plan to Eliminate
High-Risk Pesticides by 2050

Yesterday, the state joined leaders from a diverse range of backgrounds to
unveil a roadmap of ambitious goals and actions to accelerate California’s
systemwide transition to sustainable pest management and eliminate prioritized
high-risk pesticides by 2050 to better protect the health of our communities and
environment, while supporting agriculture, food systems and community well-

being...
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2025: review process prioritizes and
expedites alternative products to
high-risk pesticides

2050: Eliminate use of Priority
Pesticides and transition to
sustainable pest management
practices

Require all PCAs to become trained
in SPM




Other issues

* Water

* Fumigation regulation
* Plastic disposal

* Urban encroachment

e Labor
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For additional information

Skip to Content Pause Rotating Stories ?

my CalPoly login ~ Quick Links Search °

* Website: https://strawberry.calpoly.edu/ | ©caLPowy | strawberry Center

Increasing the sustainability of California’s strawberry industry through
research and education

. [ ]
° ° Home About OurWork OurTeam Students RecentNews Internships&Jobs Resources GIVING

E

STRAWBERRY CENTER
BERRIES!

https://www.youtube.com/@calpolystrawberrycenter

Keep an eye out every spring
and early summer for
Strawberry Center berries
available for sale locally —

* Blog: https://strawberrycenterblog.com/
* LinkedIn
* Facebook:

around campus and town!

Continue Reading >
Read All Stories >

Recent News Strawberry

Disease Info Form

Congratulations Cal Poly

. ° Strawberry Center on being a
. 2022 IPM Achievement Award

winner!

Center graduate Yu-Chen Wang
accepts UCCE position

Tune in! DPR’s 2022 IPM
Achievement Awards virtual
ceremony

Congratulations to Center
communications assistant
Colette Smith!

LEARN BY niING CAL POLY
g Strawberry Center



https://strawberry.calpoly.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/@calpolystrawberrycenter
https://strawberrycenterblog.com/

Contact information:
Email: gijholmes@-calpoly.edu
Office: 805-756-2120
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