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REPORT FROM THE FIREMAN
Charlie Crabb, Director
Are the stars and moon about ready to line up?
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running within the next four to eight weeks.
Hopefully, not long after that we will be able to take
delivery and be ready to begin the process of
bringing that locomotive back into service at the
Swanton Pacific Railroad.

With the hope that I do not jinx our request, it
appears we are about to get final approval for
funding to move forward with the repair of the
washout. The staff at Swanton Pacific Ranch have
been working with consultants to answer all of the
questions raised by FEMA and the agencies that
have a role in the repair of our washout. We now
have confirmation from FEMA that pending a
positive determination by US Fish and Wildlife
Service, FEMA will fund the repair of the washout.
With all of the other permits in place, this is the last
step necessary to allow us to start the repairs.
Working with the Ranch personnel, project
consultants and the volunteers we are developing
the bid specifications necessary to seek proposals
for the repair of the washout and rebuilding the
track. The required agency permits give us a
limited window in which to work on the washout
repairs. Depending on the time needed to put a
signed contract in play will determine how soon the
railroad bed can be repaired.
Of course, beyond getting the track repaired, we
will have a lot of work to do in order to run trains
again, but I am very excited about the reality that
we are close to having the permits and funding we
need to move ahead.
One other bit of good news, Wasatch Railroad
Contractors have renewed their focus on completing
the restoration of the 1912 locomotive. They are
hoping to have the locomotive complete and

Down Behind the Railway
With your President, air monkey, & car-barnist.
Reynold ‘Fitz’ FitzPatrick
RGBFitz@aol.com 650.737.9584
Folks
In the near future I cannot imagine we will be able
to do anything on the right of way, save perhaps
work at the Station, so I suggest we prepare for
some maintenance jobs. Below are some of the
tasks I saw awaiting completion last workday.
•
•

Move the 'Phone' booth that Lloyd and Mary
have restored.
Empty the ConEx box next to the car shop,
shelve and restock it. Sort out the hidden
treasures and do something with them.
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•

•
•
•

In the car shop; move the 20-foot-long pieces of
metal to their new home (about a half day's
work with workers), install small parts shelving,
and finish the rack and shelving project we
started two years ago.
Attach the steel panels to the sliding doors in the
Machine Shop.
Build out the wash and First Aid/AED cabinetry
around the sink in the machine shop to Bruce’s
design.
The car shop will need 10' wide x 6' high x 16 to
24" deep shelves as a guess tonight.
Fitz
OUT ON THE TRACK
With Pete McFall

All Crew Members:
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This car began life in 1975 as an Overfair passenger
car frame for the Calistoga Steam Railroad, but
wasn’t finished and put on trucks until it was at
Swanton. It has been used ever since in work train
service as a flat car. Lloyd spearheaded the “Crew”
addition by using seats removed from the “Handy
Car” and making other parts as needed to build up
one half of a standard passenger car, leaving the
other half of the flatcar for tools and supplies. So
we now have proper seating to transport eight track
gang members up & down the railroad. Much of
Fitz’s time has been devoted to car wiring and the
emergency brake system.
Ed’s Buckeye six-wheel trucks for the Heavy-Haul
car are complete, and they are gorgeous. We can’t
wait to see them in action.

I’ve been temporarily side-tracked with upcoming
surgery, but hope to be back on-track soon. So stay
tuned. . . .
Pete

In the Roundhouse
by Randy Jones
I want to begin by acknowledging a lot of work on
our facilities by Tom Heaton and his friend, (and
our newest volunteer) Jim Edwards. Tom put a lot
of time into rehab’ing the compressor enclosure,
and then brought Jim along since he has building
construction electrical experience. Together, they
completed the Car Shop basic lighting and controls
that were begun years ago. Jim then set about
providing permanent wiring to the machine tools in
the machine shop. Tom has made an enclosure for
the shop exhaust fan.
In the Car Shop, Fitz has been finishing the brakes
on the Crew Car, with help from Lloyd and Pete.

Tom has taken over the restoration of the last
Overfair passenger car. Matt Zemny began this
project and Lloyd and several different volunteers
have helped over time. Geoff pitched in with marine
experience fixing
dry rot using
modern epoxies,
without which much
more of the car
would have had to
be replaced. Bruce
helped arrange for
specially milled
clear redwood to match the siding and corners,
wherever
damage made
replacement
necessary. Tom
has devoted
nearly all of his
time, two days a
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week plus regular work days, to cutting out the bad
wood, fitting and installing new wood, filling,
sanding, and painting, for several months. The car is
nearly done, and looks great. It will be a fine
addition to our train. I should note that we also have
an original Overfair flatcar, which is presently our
work train’s tool car.
On the 502, work continues on the new tires. Jim
Edwards has dropped his electrician’s tool belt in
favor of mechanics tools, and is rebuilding the air
system. This became necessary because the original
air tanks from 1963 were not ASME certified,

which is required for our use. New tanks were
researched and purchased, but are a completely
different configuration and require all new piping.
Jim and Lloyd made a new mounting plate for the
vertical tanks, cutting large holes under them to

enable required State inspections without
disassembly. In addition, he and Lloyd finished the
re-assembly of the diesel’s timing cover and main
crankshaft seal. Then came aligning the air pump
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and alternator with their drive shaft, together with
their belt tensioners - - a lot of work. The diesel
engine has been test-run, and with the new injection
pump and (first ever) proper timing, it starts easier
and runs much cleaner than it ever has. Special
acknowledgment should be given to Eric Johnson,
who spent much of a summer work week on the
first phase of these repairs. The State Pressure
Vessel Inspector visited recently, and he was very
favorably impressed with the air work.
Since the last report on the 1913, the “firing” piping
has been completed. The blower to the smokebox,
steam
atomizer
and oil
lines to
the burner
are done.
Also the
steam air
pump
exhausts
(2), and
the main
blowdown. Kua Patton is making a new blower ring
of stainless-steel pipe, and a new exhaust splitter to
mount with it on the blast nozzle. Once these and
the new stack extension are finished and in place,
the boiler can support a fire. The air brake valves
are in place, and all connecting piping is finished
and tested, except for the final mounting of the
brake gauges.
The emergency
brake switch has
been made, with
one part yet to
come from Kua.
The throttle rod
has been safeended, and
fitting of the
throttle rod
stuffing box
(steam packing
holder) to the
back head is
nearly done. The
sander valve is in, and the line to the sanders nearly
done. The air line to the fireman’s side for both the
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main reservoir gauge and the bell ringer is nearly
done. The water feed pipes to the injectors are
adjusted, as are the feed pipes to the boiler.
Some steam seals to the check valves and auxiliary
dome still
need to be
done, and
the fire door
adapter has
yet to be
made. Four
valve handle
extensions
with unions
have yet to
be made, but the locomotive can be fired without
them being completed. Wiring and the placement of
the radio, lighting and switches, and emergency
brake switch remain.
We will soon be filling the boiler for both weighing
and balancing the locomotive. We can then confirm
the proper level for the water glasses in the cab, and
have the machine shop make their stems to the right
length. Once we can have water in the boiler, we
really can think about lighting a fire. After we blow
steam through the dry pipe, valves, and cylinders to
remove any debris, assembly of the running gear
can commence.
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MACDERMOT MACHINE SHOP
AFTER THE FAIR
By Rhoda Fry
The steam locomotives and railroad cars at Swanton
Pacific Railroad are the creation of an eccentric
inventor and machinist from Oakland, California,
Louis Main MacDermot (1877 – 1948), the
grandson of Charles Main, one of the wealthiest
men in California. MacDermot built the
locomotives and cars for his “Overfair Railway”
railroad at the 1915 San Francisco Panama Pacific
International Exposition, a world’s fair located
between the Presidio and Fort Mason in San
Francisco. Unfortunately, his business was a failure
and his mother, the source of his income, died just
before the fair opened.
Louis retained his mother’s home on 1407 Eighth
Street (also known as 760 Center Street) with its
substantial machine shop that he had renovated and
expanded in 1910 while his siblings reaped the
better share of the matriarch’s estate. Louis’ sister

As usual, I sincerely apologize to everyone whose
contributions I’ve forgotten. My spirit is willing,
but my memory often lags behind.

Mary Winchester MacDermot Crawford remained
in England with her husband. Like many wealthy
Oaklanders, his brother Alfred J. MacDermot, his
sister Flora Bella Proctor and her husband Frank
Hunt Proctor moved to a new opulent home in
upper-class Piedmont to leave their old
neighborhood that had become increasingly
industrialized. By 1917, MacDermot had leased his
machine shop to machinist H. G. Strowenjans, who
later invented a different type of locomotive.
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Harry Gilbert Strowenjans, a tall man with red hair,
came from a family of nine children in Holland,
Michigan; his father Dierick emigrated from
Germany and his mother Trientje Smit was U.S.born of Dutch parents. Strowenjans later resided at
858 Willow Street, Oakland and worked as a

superintendent at Gorham Engineering Company,
which manufactured fire pumps. The City of
Oakland had a strong socialist party which even had
its own newspaper, The Oakland World. H. G.
Strowenjans became the Financial Secretary of the
650-member Oakland Lodge No. 284, International
Association of Machinists, and pressed for the
Socialist party agenda to establish an “eight hour
law” for all industries in California. As was
common among labor unions, local #284 excluded
Chinese employment and did not become officially
integrated until 1948. In 1912, Strowejans ran as a
Socialist in Assembly District #39 and came in
second (Republican 50.5%, Socialist 33.6%,
Democrat 13.1%). He ran again in 1914 and also
came in second (Progressive 51.8%, Socialist
34.7%, Democrat 9.2%, Prohibition 4.3%).
In 1917, Strowenjans, who had claimed exemption
from the military because he had a wife and child,
was using MacDermot’s shop for gear-cutting and
took in orders as far away as Milwaukee. His
California customers included the Woodward Truck
Company in Los Angeles, the Bean Spray Pump
Co. in San Jose, C. L. Best Gas Tractor Co. in San
Leandro, and Holt Manufacturing Co. in Stockton
(in 1925 Best and Holt merged to form
the Caterpillar Tractor Co.). In December 1917, a
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union strike interrupted the work of twenty-five
men that was vital to the war effort to fabricate
cartridge loading machines, parts for Hall-Scott
airplane motors, and parts for Holt caterpillar tanks
destined for France. So Strowenjans, enlisted the
“fair sex to do men’s work,” his wife, her younger
sister, a Berkeley high-school student, along with
their mother. The ladies, who now wore overalls,
gave up “their social and domestic duties” and had
“grease and oil, from head to foot, their hands
begrimed with evidence of their work.” The highschool girl gushed that the work was easy and great
fun while her uncle was confident in being able to
finish his contracted work timely. Holt's equipment
(with MacDermot machine-shop parts) was credited
with helping the Allies to win the war. It is
unknown how long this particular strike lasted.
However, between 1917 and 1919, the Machinist’s
Union Local launched a number of conflicts and
strikes, particularly with the Marchant Calculating
Machine Company and the Hall-Scott Company. In
October 1919, the union recognized their former
Financial Secretary and California Assembly
candidate Strowenjans with an “employer’s roll of
honor” when his Center Street machine shop
became the first to sign a new agreement with the
union to accept an 8-cent per hour wage increase.
The shop made news once again in December 1919,
when Strowenjans unveiled an invention of a Ford
automobile mounted
upon locomotive
running gear for use
in mines or
plantations.
According to an
Oakland Tribune
article, “Oakland
Man Turns a Ford
Auto into a
Locomotive,” three
of these “unique
inventions” were used by the Bates & Borland
Company for the East Bay Water Company while
boring a 3-mile tunnel from the new San Pablo
Lake to the Berkeley Settling Reservoir.
Strowenjans also sold his locomotives to the Shasta
County Bully Hill Mine and the Honolulu
Alexander & Baldwin sugar cane plantation. We
shall never know as to whether Louis M.
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MacDermot lent a hand in this invention, but we
might as well leave the possibility open to
speculation that he finally participated in what
appears to have been a successful business
enterprise. By 1924, H. G. Strowenjans resided at
549 Haddon Rd and had run his machining business
longer than MacDermot ever had at 760 Center
Street.
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Ed Carnegie
As an update for all since SPRR’s last newsletter,
Swanton Pacific has gained five “new”
memberships.
NEW SOCIETY SUPPORTERS

Catherlin Alexander
Jeffrey Bright
Jim Edwords
Joe Hall
Ken Hunrichs

Cupertino, CA
Saratoga, CA
Burlingame, CA
Santa Cruz, CA
San Diego, CA

On behalf of the entire organization, we welcome
you into our “train family” & we certainly look
forward to seeing you at some of our next events.
Many of our supporters may not recognize you right
away, so please introduce yourselves so that we can
get to better know you & vice versa.
Other membership facts:
Membership dues for 2019 are due and are gladly
being accepted. A letter will soon be forthcoming,
as a gentle reminder to those who have not yet paid
their dues. 2020 will be here sooner than we
realize, so for now, let’s just take care of 2019.
Our records currently show that we have 54 paid
volunteers. These are volunteers who have paid for
2019. In addition, we have 56 members who paid
dues in 2018, but have not paid dues for this year;
41 members that last paid in for 2017; and 13 for
2016. If dues are not paid for the current year,
regrettably your current membership will be
dropped, and mailing of the SPRR Newsletter will
cease.
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So, if you are not sure what your dues status may
be, please send me an email, &/or call, and I will
confirm that information with you.
(805) 995-3659. ecarnegi@calpoly.edu
IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR DUES for
2019—PLEASE DUE/DO!
Your support to our society is ALWAYS
appreciated, and we likewise would encourage each
of you to invite others to join in supporting the
Swanton Pacific Railroad.
By becoming a MEMBER
You not only will be kept informed of Swanton
happenings, but your generous support also helps
keep the operational, historical railroad alive and
active.
There are many projects that can be undertaken
from the simple to the complex. All skills and
talents are welcomed and/or just the will to maybe
learn new ones under the guidance of others.
The main goal right now is to get our equipment up
and running, but there are many other tasks that all
volunteers could complete. An important, and a
very necessary one would be to become an
operating engineer of the equipment—that goal is
obtained via the following steps, and could be
taking place now. So come on over and participate.
•
•
•
•

conductor
brakeman,
fireman
engineer

Right now with the engines being worked on, this is
a good opportunity to see the engines from the
inside out, while at the same time having “handson” learning given by our qualified members.
SPRR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
Editor: Chris Taylor
If you’d like to have an article and any associated
pictures included in the next newsletter, please send
them to taylorfct@gmail.com by September 15,
2019.

