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ON TRACK with your Director 
Ed Carnegie: 

 
I hope you all had a wonderful 4th of July.  

Many seem to find fault with our nation and our 
way of life.  But I say I am proud to be an 
American.  There are so many times when I see our 
flag, or hear a patriotic song or speech, I feel a 
swelling in my chest and a tear in my eye for being 
a part of this great nation.  For me, the 4th of July 
always brings so much into focus.  We are so 
blessed to be raised both in the time and place that 
we are.  I am so proud to be an American.  So many 
times, when I feel this wonderful feeling, a story 
comes to my mind.  In 1953, I was given the 
opportunity through the 4H program to listen to one 
of the US track coaches talk about his observations 
during one of the Olympic games awards ceremony 
where the American won a gold medal.   When 
America’s National Anthem was being played, a 
Russian gold medal shot-putter leaned over towards 
the coach and said in a low, and sincere voice, 
“America, the land of the free”.  So often, we take 
for granted so much of what most of the people of 
this World can only dream of, and July 4, our 
Independence Day always reminds me just how 
great our Nation is.  

Now for our Swanton work weekends—though 
the two in June did not have a lot of volunteers 
present, the ones that participated certainly 
accomplished lots.  The car barn crew under the 
direction of Fitz and Bruce are making great strides 
in the final re-assembly of the fork-lift.  It looks so 
good to see the rebuilt engine back in the fork-lift.  
The last caboose, 073, is making progress and plans 
are being made for a re-furbishing of the OSH 
caboose.  Pete is always finding tasks like RR 

Crossing signs, semaphore repair, track work, etc. 
etc., and when he has slack time, he waters the 
Christmas trees.  Stan is always working with Pete 
and the two of them always get the job done.  We 
had a pleasant surprise when Dennis showed up 
from Oregon and spent a day with us.   

On a different note, Sandy Lydon from Cabrillo 
College conducted an approx 3-4 hour history walk, 
with assistance from Lud and Barbara McCrary.  
The walk started from the discharge of Scotts Creek 
at the ocean, continued to Big Creek, as well as 
along the Ocean Shore right a way.  Chris, Mary 
Ann, and I were invited to join the group of about 
50 walkers.  Throughout the walk we did hear some 
very interesting stories about the area and the Ocean 
Shore RR.   

With summer finally here, vacations taking 
place, and guests coming to visit I look forward to 
seeing you whenever you can make it over to 
Swanton with our two work weekends a month.   

 
Down Behind the Railway 

With your President, air monkey, & car-barnist. 
Reynold 'Fitz' FitzPatrick 

RGBFitz@aol.com  650.737.9584 
 

My Fellow Swantoons: 
About 2300 B.C.E., say four millennia ago, 

Urukagina declared himself king of Lagash, a city 
state near the confluence of the Tigris and 
Euphrates and east of Babylon.  And why is this 
interesting?  Well, he left behind cuneiform 
inscribed tablets codifying the laws of the kingdom 
which included the concept of liberty or freedom 
from oppression of the common man by 
bureaucracy and those of power and prestige. 

This is considered to be the first time in 
recorded history where those of lesser social 
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standing had rights beyond the power of the sword 
– a rule of law. 

Some five hundred years later the Code of 
Hammurabi in Babylon was promulgated giving 
rights to certain classes of citizens and cruel, but not 
uncommon, punishments in civil and criminal law. 
A thousand years later the Romans also established 
rights and duties for citizens regarding contracts, 
taxes, and slavery. (If you were a slave the ‘boss’ 
had to keep you fed and housed and you could buy 
your way out.) 

Much of the western world fell to feudalism and 
tyranny after the fall of Rome until the ‘Age of 
Enlightenment ‘in the 18th century with Bacon, 
Kepler, Hobbes, Spinoza, and especially Locke who 
“preached the doctrine that men naturally possess 
certain large rights, the chief being life, liberty, and 
property.” 

Our founding fathers were apparently much 
influenced by Locke considering the following from 
the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Liberty does not appear in our Constitution until 
the 5th Amendment wherein, “No person shall … be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law;” 

Five additional amendments to our constitution 
have expanded the rights of citizens in regards to 
their sex, age, or status.  

I get carried away with the Fourth of July 
celebrations, (I always like a party.), and how we 
got here and where we might be going. Many of the 
folk who fought to bring this country into existence 
were volunteers, risking all for a better life for their 
progeny.  Well that’s us and here is how I segue 
into the Swanton volunteers, look at last month’s to-
do list, come on down for the workdays or the 
Summer Camp.  

I hope to see you there.    
  Fitz 

 
Boiler report to Randy from 

John E. Rimmasch 

The locomotive boiler firebox is fit and 
complete.  We were able to finish the crown sheet 
and inside side sheets as we have no installed our 
new Plasma Machine.  If the delay in getting this 
boiler finished has not been very clear, here is the 
short answer:������  

Our steel suppliers will only cut and bend our 
items when the can "fit them in"  You see, we 
purchase very specific parts and only one or two at 

a time.  Typilcally our vendor wants to make 1000 
of something.....not one or two.  As we supply only 
small orders, we get pushed back.   We have been 
pushed back and pushed around by three different 
suppliers over the past four years.  We finally took 
the matter into our own hands and said...."If the 
demand is so high for Plasma cutting machines that 
we always get pushed off, why don't we buy our 
own machine and bring some more work in?"  We 
purchased the machine, we are making all of our 
own parts and our production time is now greatly 
increased.   The delay in this boiler has not been due 
to our inability to complete the work, it has been a 
result of slow response on getting our orders filled 
and delivered to us.   For example, on smaller 
boilers that we build, that normally took 4-6 
months, we can now do them in under 2 months!  

 

 
Outer wrapper sheets on the barrel and ready for 
weld prep and final weld.  If you look close, you 
will see the mud ring sitting in the locomotive in 

position. 
 

What does all of this mean for Swanton?  It 
means that on this boiler and hopefully the other 
boilers, we can do 100% of the work in house!   Our 
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production time has been significantly increased 
making it easier for us to have time lines and be 
able to stick to them.   Thank you for being patient 
with us, this is more frustrating for us than it has 
been for you.....I promise! 

 
JohnE 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS/PUBLICITY 

Mary Ann Carnegie 
 

July   09/10 volunteer work weekend 
July  17-24 Swanton Family Camp Week 
August 13/14 volunteer work weekend 
August 27/28 
 Remember from last month’s newsletter 
where it was stated that University’s Swanton 
Ranch is offering summer educational classes to 
different students—this priority remains.  So while 
many will be enjoying the full experience of 
Swanton by living on-site, our volunteer weekends 
will continue as scheduled.  Facility accommoda-
tions will be modified to coordinate with the 
University’s educational commitment.  To facilitate 
our involvement it becomes necessary for us to 
know in advance when any of you plan to be on site 
so that any conflicts can be minimized.  Be sure to 
email or call us of your plans to be at Swanton.    
 Summer family camp is fast approaching 
and we will need all participating to let us know 
what days/evenings will be spent at Swanton and if 
you might be providing a culinary delight for the 
evening meal.  Having more accurate headcounts, 
etc. allows for better planning and helps spread the 
workload and responsibilities.  Look forward to 
hearing from many of you and confirming the 
details of your participation.   

Reminder: 
 

Membership for Swanton Pacific is being accepted.  
See attached membership form . 

 

 
GEORGE BARLOW'S 2nd VISIT TO 

SWANTON, IN 1983 
 

(A continuation of the previous article on Barlow's 2st 
visit in 1983) 

 
It was good to see Al Smith again.  He made us 

very welcome and it really was thrilling to see those 
magnificent MacDermot machines all together once 
more; we must be thankful and grateful to Al and 
his friends who have made it all possible.  As a 
matter of great interest, through later conversation 
with Rick Mugele, formerly superintendent of the 
now defunct Calistoga Railroad, I have learned that 
No. 1913 was weighed under steam in working 
order at Calistoga in May 1978 and the weights 
were: bogie 850lb on each axle; leading coupled 
3,816lb; driving 2,928lb trailing coupled 3,024lb; 
rear truck 3744lb, a total of 15,212lb (6 tons 16 cwt) 
with 4 tons 7 cwt adhesion.  The heavy weight on 
the trailing carrying axle will be noted, but at this 
time the fulcrum pin in the trailing truck equaliser 
beam was set in the rear hole - perhaps a legacy 
from her days when running as a 0-6-2, as 
mentioned in my earlier article.  I am indebted to 
Rick Mugele for supplying this information and to 
Randy Jones, another Billy Jones Wildcat Railroad 
locomotive engineer, who was responsible for the 
actual weighing.  As members will see, these 
weights are less than the 'official' weights given in 
my previous article. 

 
At the end of our weekend at Swanton, I was 

presented with a very fine framed colour 
enlargement of No. 1913 running with a train along 
the meadowside at Swanton which hangs here on 
the wall here as I write - a tangible reminder of a 
great experience.  After being handed the picture, 
Al Smith said a few words about the friendly ties 
between nations through common interests such as 
ours and Warren King, who keeps a splendid 
photographic record of everything that happens at 
Swanton, gave me some colour prints to which he 
added twice before we left California.  On the 
second occasion he made a special journey over to 
Pleasanton the day before we left to bring a 
selection of colour enlargements of photographs 
taken when I was driving No 1913, so typical of the 
kindness and generosity that we received from all 
quarters during both holidays in America. 
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Neil Vodden & George Barlow in cab of # 1913, 20 

Aug.1983 
 

Three days after the Swanton weekend, Jack 
Smith and I visited the Billy Jones Wildcat Railroad 
at Los Gatos and spent a whole day there, taking 
pictures and riding on and running the ex-Venice 
Railway 18in. gauge 2-6-2.  We were greeted by 
Claud Cunningham and Ken Middlebrook, who 
were in charge of the railway, and handed over to 
Phil Reader, the locomotive engineer, whom I had 
met at Swanton.  Since I had ridden on this engine 
in 1982, she had been fitted with a new set of 
driving and coupled tyres, a new regulator and 
burner and various other jobs had been done on her 
by Larry Ingold, the master mechanic; she looked 
fine and was in very reasonable mechanical 
condition.  Larry came over to see us and we 
learned among other things that he is working on a 
book based on his researches into little railways of 
California. 

Members wishing to learn more about the 
Venice Railway will find in the Model Engineer for 
1909 a very detailed, three-part article by Arthur W. 
Line, author of an article on the Eastlake Park 
Scenic Railway printed in the same publication the 
previous year and later a very enthusiastic 
correspondent of Henry Greenly's in the days of the 
magazine Model Railways and Locomotives.  From 
Line's meticulous article, members can learn not 
only how the city of Venice, California, came into 
being and the street railway created but such 
minutiae as the size of ports and journals of the 
locomotives and the size of the dog spikes used on 
the track! 

No. 2 was a willing old horse and got on with 
job, but with the frequent changes in grade, the 
curves and sometimes children straying on to the 
track, I found it quite hard work as, of course, 
frequent alterations to the setting of the regulator 
meant constant adjustment of the burner oil valve.  I 
agreed with Neil Vodden when he said," If you can 
run here, you can run anywhere!" especially when 
one remembers that after every mile trip, the 
locomotive has to be uncoupled, turned, run round 

and coupled up again, with the regulation brake test 
on leaving the station.  I had the flame out once - 
my fault - but it immediately relit on turning up the 
oil.  The trouble on No 2 was that there was no 
positive stop for the oil valve to maintain a spot fire, 
when coasting or standing, as there had been on the 
Swanton Pacific on which a neat little stop was set 
and locked with a wing nut.  This was a great help 
to a new boy, but I was assured by Neil that strictly 
speaking such a device is illegal. 

On both the Swanton and Billy Jones railways, 
there was trouble during my visits with the air 
pumps, and as these are rather like injectors in being 
more trouble the smaller they are, I could not help 
but feel that Henry Greenly had been right in 
adopting the automatic vacuum brake on the 
Romney after his experiences with the two 
compressors on Green Goddess and Northern Chief 
sixty years ago.  When Billy Jones was operating 
the original Wildcat Railroad thirty years ago, he 
came to the same conclusion and wrote to me for 
details of the RH & DR equipment.  He also asked 
Gresham and Craven about the possibilities of 
supplying similar equipment for his railway but 
nothing came of it, and he carried on with his 
straight air rakes. 

Finally, my latest information is that work is 
again proceeding on the original Coit 2-6-0, now 
well over eighty years old and that the other Venice 
2-6-2 has been located in a Los Angels garage and 
could, one day rejoin her sister machine at Los 
Gatos.  I just hope I live to see that happen. 

 
GEORGE BARLOW   

 


