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SVR Prescribed burn
Feb 27, 2020
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November 2022 (2 years post-fire)

High Severity Low Severity
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OPPORTUNITIES













September 2020 (1 month post-fire)

August 2022 (2 years post-fire)
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BIOMASS PROCESSING: 
AIR CURTAIN 
BURNERS
(CAL FIRE)







CAL FIRE’s ACB 
Go/No Go 

Weather 
Conditions

Recommended

Fire Weather

Equipment Guidelines

May 27, 2022

Temp F  ͦ Wind Speed

30+ 30+ 30+ 30+ 30+ No Curtain Burner Operations - Shut Down

100  +ͦ 20 20 20 20 20 Fire watch and monitor conditions hourly

10 10 10 10 10 Normal Operations

7+ 7+ 7+ 7+ 7+ Wind Speed in MPH

90  ͦ 5 7 7 7 7

4 3 7 7 7 Prevention Measures Include:

500 gallon "water buffalo" or larger on site.

10+ 10+ 10+ 10+ 10+ Water supply to be always available onsite during Fire Watch.

80  ͦ 7 5 10 10 10 Recommend a 5,000 gallon supply.

5 7 5 10 10 Water supply to have pump and hose that can reach 

entire operation.

15+ 15+ 15+ 15+ 15+ Have a fire watch continue for 2 hours after everything

70  ͦ 10 7 15 15 15 on site is out cold to the touch.

5 5 5 5 5 Do not attempt to fight a fire larger then 20' x 20'

Immediately call 911 in case of any fire.

15 15 15+ 15+ 15+ If Red Flag is declared for the unit, operations must cease 

60  ͦ 20 15 10 12 15

10 10 10- 10 1

20+ 15+ 15+ 15+ 15+

50  ͦ 20 15 10 12 15 Note: This is a recommended guideline, this is not a rule

10 10 10- 10 1 or regulation. Always keep in mind that you or your 

70%+ 60% 40% 30% 20% organization is responsible for any fire caused by your

Relative Humidity operations whether it follows this guideline or not.



BIOMASS PROCESSING: 
CARBONATOR
(Ventana)



Air Curtain Burner/Carbonator Challenges

1. A large, "flat" staging area is required, with a buffer of removed vegetation 

and a water source nearby.

2. ACB/carbonator requires a heavy equipment operator + field staff to 

buck/load logs into the unit while it's running.

3. Cool down periods required before you can leave a site.

4. Ideal climate conditions are sometimes hard to predict for ACB/carbonator 

operation.

5. Winter conditions are ideal for processing, but unpaved roads limit 

access.

6. Potential energy/emissions goes "up in smoke" during both of these

processing options. No (or minimal) opportunity for cost recovery.

Limitations to on-
site biomass 

processing



Pile Burning

(Not SVR)



PERMITTING



Timber 
Harvest 
Plan 
#1-19-00045 SCR



Dead, Dying, or 
Diseased Exemption

Or  

Emergency Notice 

(CAL FIRE)



LE-5 Open Burn Permit (CAL FIRE)  Monterey Bay Air Resources District



Warrenella/Empire Grade VMP

• Completed in 2016

• Authorizes 139 acres of prescribed burn areas

• Successfully used for several prescribed burns 

involving CAL FIRE and AMLT





Funding 
Opportunities
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