
WEEK OF THE
DEAD December 1, 2014

XI Civilization
D. New World

b. Mesoamerica II:
Highland Mexico

Post Classic
Aztec

c. Andean South America 



Social Sciences Department
HOLIDAY PARTY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

This Friday, December 5
6:30

Home of Professor Harold Kerbo
2325 Tierra Drive, Los Osos

Potluck!!!!

Sign-Up in Department Office
Building 47 Room 13d



Major Prehistoric Civilizations

Sub Saharan Africa
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La Venta
San Lorenzo

Olmec Culture Area (Isthmus of Tehuantepec)



Formative Culture:
The Olmec 
(1500-500 B.C.)





El Mirador Late Pre-Classic 200 B.C. – A.D. 250

Cultural Collapse and Abandonment A.D. 250

El Mirador
Pre-Classic Mayan City
300 B.C. to A.D. 250



Tikal: Classic Maya City
A.D. 250-850



CHICHEN ITZA
Post
Classic Maya



2. Mesoamerica II: Highland Mexico
i. Teotihuacan: The Classic Period in Highland, Mexico

Olmec



Teotihuacan: City of the Gods

Citadel and  Temple of
Quetzalcoatl

Avenue of the Dead

Pyramid of the Sun

Pyramid of the Moon





Pyramid of the Sun, Teotihuacan 









No ball courts 
documented at 
Teotihuacan

Not popular in areas influenced by Teo  



• Associated with obsidian source
• No true writing
• True metallurgy by A.D. 650
• Collapse, city burned A.D. 750
• After A.D. 750, never had the same 

power, population, or prestige.



Sacrificial Victim Temple of Quetzalcoatl



• Associated with obsidian source
• No true writing
• True metallurgy by A.D. 650
• Collapse, city burned A.D. 750
• After A.D. 750, never had the same 

power, population, or prestige.



Culture History in the Valley of Mexico

Toltecs AD 900-1200
“Post-Classic”

Teotihuacan  200 BC- AD 750
“Classic”



Toltec
Warriors
Equipped

With atlatls



Toltec Ballcourt





iii. Late Preclassic
(AD 750-1150)



Snaketown



Late Preclassic  A.D. 750-1150: Snaketown
Emil Haury-1960s



(iv) Excavated Mesoamerican Ball Court Snaketown, 1935



Toltec Chacmool 





CHICHEN ITZA (Conquered by Toltecs A.D. 800?





Culture History in the Valley of Mexico

Aztecs: AD 1200s-1521

Toltecs: AD 800-1200s

Teotihuacan:  200 BC- AD 750



Mexica
Origins
First 

Page of Codex



Tenochtitlan: Capital of the Aztec Empire
Chichimecas transformed into Mexica





Artist’s Reconstruction: Tenochtitlan A.D. 1519



Templo Mayor, Mexico City



Chinampas Agriculture



Human 
Sacrifice
Depicted
In
Codex



















Monteczuma



AZTEC
EMPIRE
1521



The Route of Hernan Cortez 1519



Hernan Cortes
Conquers
The Aztec Empire
1521



Artist’s Reconstruction: Tenochtitlan A.D. 1519



Hernan Cortes
Conquers
The Aztec Empire
Population estimates:

1521: 1.2 million
1680:  70,000



An Introduction to
Andean Civilizations



Major Prehistoric Civilizations

Sub Saharan Africa



First Human Settlement: 14,000 years BP (12,000 B.C.)
Monte Verde

Earliest Use of Marine Resources: 14,000 BP (12,000 B.C.)
Monte Verde

Pre-ceramic 8000-1500 BC

Domestication: 9000 BP (7000 B.C.) Squash, cotton, potatoes, 

Civilization 5000 BP (3000 B.C.) Caral-Supe

Incan Empire: 525 BP (AD1475)  



North Coast

Southern Highlands

Monte Verde



Peruvian Coast
Upwelling
Rich Marine Resource Base
(Maritime Foundations
Hypothesis- Moseley)
Subject to El Nino
Arid Desert with fertile
River valleys







Caral-Supe

The First 
Peruvian Civilization:

Caral-Supe



Chavin
900 B.C.

Caral- Supe Civilization

A.D. 700

A.D. 1475



Caral-Supe Civilization 3000 B.C. !!!!
Ruth Shady-Solis, Jonathan Haas, Winnifred Creamer





Pyramid at Caral-Supe









PERUVIAN QUIPU



Chavin
900 B.C.

Caral- Supe Civilization

A.D. 700
Tiwanaku

A.D. 1475





Chavin
900 B.C.

Caral- Supe Civilization

A.D. 700
Tiwanaku

A.D. 1475



Chavin de Huantar 900-200 B.C.

Old Temple

New Temple



Artist’s Reconstruction: Chavin de Huantar
Old Temple

New
Temple

(Platform)

Sunken
Plaza











The “Lanzon” 
at Chavin de Huantar
Center of a Prehistoric

Religion?


