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XI. The Early Farming Adaptation in North America

B. Southwestern North America
4. Formative through Post-Classic

b. Mogollon



B. The American Southwest



Region

Period
So. Arizona So. New Mexico Four Corners

Formative Hohokam Mogollon Anasazi

Late Archaic 
(2000‐500 BC)

Broad Spectrum H/G with maize cultivation

Early Archaic
(8000‐2000 BC)

Broad Spectrum H/G

Paleoindian
(pre 8000 BC)

Clovis

Culture History Chart: American Southwest



Culture
History
Chart

Regional Phases:
Brief Periods of
Time marked by
distinctive

cultural traits



b. Mogollon
Culture
Area





i. Pithouse Phase A.D. 200-1000: 
(i)Square/rectangular Pit Dwellings
(ii) Corn



(iii) First pottery is brown.



ii. Pueblo Phase
A.D. 1000-1300

Pueblo=
Spanish word for
Town or village



(i) Above Ground houses



Artist’s Reconstruction
Mogollon Pueblo
A.D. 1000-1300



Artist’s Reconstruction Catal Hoyuk 9000 B.P. 



(ii) Sophisticated Pottery
Mimbres



Mimbres Pottery
Mogollon
Pueblo Period



1 Kokopelli,
The Hump-backed
Flute player





Pothunting
Or looting:
A Major
Problem in
SW Archaeology



(iii) Great Kivas: Mogollon Area Pueblo Period



(iv) Abandonment
A.D. 1300
Great Drought(?)
AD 1276-1300



B. American Southwest 
c. Anasazi (Also

known as “Ancestral Pueblo”)

Anasazi
Culture Area



Anasazi= Word in the Navajo language meaning
“Ancient enemy”







(i) Basketmaker II



(i) Basketmaker II  500 B.C.-A.D. 600
1. Pithouses-dozens
2. No pottery--Basketry
3. Corn and squash
4. Many storage pits
5. Pithouse

villages



6. Baskets, sandals,
nets



(ii) Basketmaker IIII Phase



(ii) Basketmaker III  A.D. 600-750
1. Plainware (Gray)
2. Beans
3. Pithouses



iii. Pueblo I Phase A.D. 750-900

(ii) Above ground architecture



iii. Pueblo I Phase A.D. 750-900

1. Above ground architecture



Mesa Verde



Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado





(iii) Pueblo I
2. Kiva-Sacred space



iv Pueblo II
Phase



Mesa
Verde
and
Chaco 
Canyon



(iv) Pueblo II Period (A.D. 900-1150)
1. Population growth
2.  Major above-ground villages
3.  Chaco Canyon Interaction Sphere



Chaco Canyon



CHACO CANYON

AZTEC RUIN

3. The
Chaco 
Interaction
Sphere:



Pueblo Bonito, Chaco Canyon



Pueblo Bonito at Chaco Canyon (An 800 Room Great House)



Pueblo Bonito, A Great House



Great Kiva



























CHACO CANYON

AZTEC RUIN

3. The
Chaco 
Interaction
Sphere:





Chacoan “Great House” at Aztec Ruin



















CHACO CANYON

AZTEC RUIN

The
Chaco 
Interaction
Sphere:

4. Lekson’s
State 
Theory:

Chaco the 
Periphery
Of a
Mesoamerican
State
• Chocolate
• Feathers



Chiefdom                                         State

The Chaco Phenomenon: Chiefdom or State?



Phase Dates

Pueblo IV  A.D. 1300‐1400 Abandoned

Pueblo III A.D. 1150‐1300 Abandoned

Pueblo II A.D. 900‐1150 Build up of population

Major Developments at Chaco Canyon
Phases PII- PIV

5. End of PII



CHACO CANYON

AZTEC RUIN

MESA VERDE

6. Heavy Occupation at Mesa Verde



Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado



Idealized cross section of the Mesa Verde Landscape

Mesa top

Canyon

Creek



Pueblo II: Mesa Top Settlements: Artist’s Reconstruction



(v) Pueblo III
Phase



1. Pueblo III: Cliff Dwellings at Mesa Verde



Mesa Top
(Abandoned)

Cliff Dwellings
Established (PIII)

End of P2



2. Haas
And
Creamer
Raiding
And violence?



Christy Turner
And the 
Case for cannibalism:

Charnel Deposits

Tim White and
“Pot Polish”

Richard Marlar:
Coprolite Analysis
From Cowboy Wash



Phase Dates Chaco Canyon Mesa Verde

Pueblo IV  A.D. 1300‐1400 Abandoned Abandoned

Pueblo III A.D. 1150‐1300 Abandoned Major settlement shift

Pueblo II A.D. 900‐1150 Build up of population Build up of population 
on mesas

Major Developments at Chaco Canyon and Mesa Verde
Phases PII- PIV





18                          14      12      10
Thousands of Years B.P.                                 

Pleistocene            Holocene  

Medieval Climatic 
Anomaly

5. The “Great Drought” in the American SW: AD 1276-1299
Detected with Dendrochronology



(vi) PIV More abandonments



Navajo
Man
19th century

(vii) Latecomers
Arrive



Hopi Women 1906



Hopi, Navajo and The Archaeology of Identity



(ix) Spanish explorer
Coronado
shows up not long after 

collapse of the Hohokam
(A.D. 1540)


