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Cal Poly Rose Float 

   

Cal Poly Rose Float: 2015 winner of the Lathrop K. Leishman Trophy for the most beautiful       
non-commercial float and honored as California-grown certified for 4th consecutive year. 

Please join your Cal Poly Retired Faculty and Staff colleagues for a fun and enlightening luncheon 
presentation showcasing Cal Poly’s Rose Float program.  This year’s entry, “Soaring Stories,” was the 
universities’ 67th consecutive entry in the annual parade and for the 53rd time since 1949, earned special 
honors at the 126th Tournament of Roses Parade held New Year’s Day in Pasadena, California. Over the 
years, Cal Poly’s floats have earned such honors as the Bob Hope Humor and Viewers’ Choice awards, 
Fantasy and Founder’s trophies, Princess Award, and last year’s Crown City Innovation Award.  
Special guest and rose float advisor, Josh D’Acquisto, and student leaders will share their experiences 
designing and constructing the float for the Tournament of Roses Parade.  Don’t miss this one! 

DATE: Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2015                                                                                             

TIME: 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

LOCATION: Rossi Grand Lobby in the Performing Arts Center’s Christopher Cohan Center  

LUNCHEON COST:  $16 per person 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED: Please RSVP by Feb. 18 to Carolyn Jones at  
805-543-6020 or cjones@calpoly.edu.  

PARKING: Reserved parking will be provided in the main campus parking structure adjacent 
to the Performing Arts Center. 

 

mailto:cjones@calpoly.edu


You Should Have Been There! 

Program and Reception Highlighting Library and Information Services, January 2015 

     
  

Over 50 Cal Poly retirees and guests were welcomed by vice provost and CIO Mike Miller, dean 
of Library Services Anna Gold, Ryan Matteson, and a team of staff and students at the Retired 
Faculty and Staff event held Jan. 16 in the Kennedy Library.  The afternoon featured 
presentations by our hosts above, tours of Special Collections/Archives and the Academic Labs, 
and a follow up Q & A session with our hosts.  Attendees left intrigued, informed and proud of 
the tremendous and evolving resources available to the Cal Poly community.  As a follow up to 
the event, members are encouraged to continue to access these resources via the following links: 
 
Special Collections/Archives web pages provide information regarding collecting areas, aids, 
reference services, instruction programs, and online exhibits about Cal Poly history including 
AIA 2014 Gold Medal-winning architect Julia Morgan. 
http://lib.calpoly.edu/find-and-borrow/collections-and-archives/ 
 
Over 10,000 selected digitized and searchable items. Inclusions range from photographs and 
correspondence to KCPR radio programs to Cal Poly promotional films. 
http://digital.lib.calpoly.edu/cdm/ 
 
Digital Commons provides access to faculty scholarships and profiles, student research, Cal 
Poly publications, and more including El Rodeo yearbook and course catalogs dating back to 
1903.  Download using keystrokes: Command + F.   
http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu 
 
Additional Information: 
Emeritus may check out materials for 90 days by presenting a card at the checkout desk and 
completing the registration form. 
 
Non-emeritus may check out material for 21 days by applying for a library card using a photo 
ID, completing a registration form, and paying the appropriate registration fee. 
 
Philanthropy plays a significant role in the redesign of the library and preservation of this 
resource to the university and region.  For more information, contact Director of Advancement, 
Strategic Initiatives Eileen Joseph at ejoseph@calpoly.edu or 805-756-5775. 
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JANUARY ISSUE CORRECTION 

 

 

CAL POLY RETIRED FACULTY/STAFF OFFICER NOMINATIONS FOR 2015-2017 
 
The Nominations Committee Chair has put forth the following individuals as nominees for 
your consideration for the positions indicated below. 
 
President:    Dan Howard Greene 
Vice President/Program Chair: Laura Dimmitt 
Treasurer:    Gail Simmons 
Secretary:    Carolyn Jones 
Newsletter Editor:   Valerie Barboza 
Past President:   Richard Equinoa 
 

UPDATES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Charles Andrews (Business Administration): Charles, now a resident of Texas, enjoys 
traveling and the lack of state income taxes! He says it doesn’t seem like 20 years since he’s 
retired. 

V.L. Holland (Biological Science): V.L. hikes, rides motorcycles and bicycles, and plays 
racquetball and other sports. He also watches his grandchildren participate in football, soccer, 
basketball and track. He and Janie also enjoy spending time with family and friends. 

Bob Kitamura (Facilities): Bob spends time traveling and volunteering at church and non-
profits. 

Jan Pieper (Human Resources): Jan travels with her sons and others to New Zealand, Mexico, 
Hawaii and Nebraska (for football games). She also ushers at the Performing Arts Center. 

Claudia Tantum (Financial Aid): Claudia watches her grandchildren and embraces the 
challenges of Common Core math processes. She enjoys her retirement and wonders how she 
ever had time for a job. 

Photo correction: Please note that 
Jim Webster was misidentified as 
Ed Carnegie.  

From the left: Rich Equinoa,  
Dan Howard-Greene, Brian 
Dietterick and Jim Webster. 



REMEMBERING FRIENDS IN PASSING 

Thomas Farris (Physics) passed away in December.  Thomas taught physics at both Cal Poly 
and Cuesta. 

Bill Hicks (Athletics) passed away in December. Bill was Cal Poly's Head Baseball Coach for 13 
years and also coached football and golf. In addition, Bill developed coursework for teaching 
physical education to elementary students. 

Wayne Lindsey (Agriculture) passed away in December. Wayne retired in 1983 but continued 
working as an active agriculturalist until his passing. 

Bill Long (Welding) passed away in December. After retiring from the Air Force, Bill earned his 
mechanical engineering degree from Cal Poly and stayed in the area to teach at Cal Poly. 

Norma (June) Powell (President’s Office) passed away in December. June retired in 1991 after 
a 44 year career at Cal Poly and had the pleasure of working with both Presidents Robert 
Kennedy and Warren Baker. 

 

HUMAN HISTORY: MEMORIES OF CAL POLY 

It was the Week of Welcome, sometime in the late 1970s. As a dean I had no real obligations 
except to appear “deanly.” And so I was sitting in front of the bleachers in the Gym beside 
Mary Kennedy who, likewise, had no formal obligations. A student leader stepped to the 
podium to speak, looked up, and froze. It wasn’t long, but we all were figuratively holding our 
breaths, and time seemed to crawl. 

Well, not all of us. Mary Kennedy broke the silence, saying loudly, “Don’t you think it’s stuffy 
and hot in here? Why don’t we open the end doors for some fresh air.” There was a scurry of 
activity, and by the time the doors were open, the student had gained command, performed 
flawlessly, and the little (to us) crisis was over. 

Mary’s little intervention was an act of singular grace and empathy, and I’ve wished that I had 
had the insight to do what she did… 

Bill Langworthy, Dean, School of Science and Mathematics (1976-1983) 

CAL POLY MEMORIES – WANTED! 

If you have a short article about Cal Poly (like the reminiscence above) that you wish to share 
with the Retired Faculty and Staff Club, please submit it to Valerie Barboza at 
val_barboza@yahoo.com or mail to 1756 Cordova Drive, San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 

 
 



CAL POLY RETIRED FACULTY AND STAFF – DUES 
Remember to pay your dues for the 2014-15 year that started July 1, 2014. The dues form can be 
downloaded from our website at www.cpretirees.org.  
If you have questions about your membership, please contact Gail Simmons at 
gsimmons@calpoly.edu or 805-462-9148. 

 
RETIRED FACULTY AND STAFF CLUB OFFICERS
 
Richard Equinoa 
President and  
Scholarship Chair 
requinoa@calpoly.edu 
805-544-0250 
 
Valerie Barboza 
Newsletter Editor 
val_barboza@yahoo.com 
805-264-5901 

 
Carolyn Jones  
Secretary  
cjones@calpoly.edu 
805-543-6020 
 
 
Dan Howard-Greene 
Vice President/ 
Program Chair 
dhgreene@calpoly.edu 

 
Joe Sabol 
Past President 
jsabol@calpoly.edu 
 
 
 
Gail Simmons 
Treasurer and Membership 
gsimmons@calpoly.edu 
805-462-9148

DUES AND NEWS FORMS 
Stay up to date with fellow retirees by filling out this application today. 
To pay annual dues for 2014-15, enclose your $10 check payable to Cal Poly RF&SC. For a 
Life Membership, make your $250 check payable to the Cal Poly Foundation. Your entire 
contribution supports the Retired Faculty and Staff Centennial Scholarship endowment.  
RF&SC membership dues are from July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2015. If you have questions, 
please call Gail Simmons at 805-462-9148. Please print clearly and mention the department or 
unit from which you retired.  
 
Name________________________________ Spouse's name_________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________________________________  
City ______________________State_____ ZIP ____________ Phone__________________________  
Email address (if you use one) ________________________________________________________ 
___Check here if you do not have email and need to have the newsletter mailed to you.  
Year you began at Cal Poly_______Position/Department___________________________________  
Faculty______ Staff______ Year retired ___________ Date today____________ 
Please share some of what you are doing in retirement. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mail this form and your check to Gail Simmons, 4615 San Vicente Ave., Atascadero, CA 93422. 
 
News items may be sent to Valerie Barboza at: val_barboza@yahoo.com or  
1756 Cordova Drive, San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 
 
 
 



 
CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
If interested, you may donate to the Cal Poly Retired Faculty and Staff Centennial Scholarship 
endowment. A $250 donation enables you to become a lifetime member of the Cal Poly Retired 
Faculty and Staff Club. You may also wish to make a donation in honor or in memory of 
someone. 
Enclosed is my contribution of: $________ 
Name/s____________________________________________________________ 
Street______________________________________Telephone_______________ 
City__________________________State______________ZIP Code___________ 
Donation in Honor of 
___________________________________________________________________  
Donation in Memory of 
___________________________________________________________________  
Please make your check payable to “Cal Poly.” You may also make a future gift to the 
endowment by including the scholarship in your will.  For more information, contact Megan 
Sinton at 805-756-5636. 
Mail to: Megan Sinton, University Advancement, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, CA 93407-0444  
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR RECORDS UP TO DATE BY PROVIDING YOUR 
CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
  (Street Address)  (City/State)   (ZIP Code) 
 

Email Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

Year Retired from Cal Poly:______________________ 

Dept./College:___________________________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return to:  Jenny Gann 
University Advancement 

    California Polytechnic State University 
    San Luis Obispo, CA  93407 


