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Even though there is no single authoritative book on it, we all seem to know it when we 
see it. What is it that we are seeing? In this presentation, leadership will be depicted as a 
composite or collage of characteristics taken from eyewitness recollection of key leaders 

across a long career of direct public and private sector service. 
Please come prepared to share with the other attendees your own recollections of a time 

when you witnessed conspicuous leadership directly. As you re�ect upon what you 
witnessed, what leadership characteristics or attributes stood out from your personal 

recollection that would add to the composite picture of what leadership is? In sum, what 
makes any of us ordain an observed situation with the word “leadership”?

LEADERSHIP

Dr. Leopold Selker, Ph.D., M.B.A., is a Research Scholar in Residence at Cal Poly and former President of the NorthShore 
University HealthSystem Research Institute, the nation’s ninth largest comprehensive hospital-based research program.  
Prior to NorthShore, he was Dean of the College of Applied Health Sciences at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Dr. 
Selker, who has held over 50 national-level appointments, is a recognized authority on aging-related health policy, health 
promotion and disease prevention, and gerontology.  A former Scholar in Residence at the Institute of Medicine, National 
Academy of Sciences, Dr. Selker has served as a member of its Committee on Health Promotion and Disability Prevention 
and of the NAS/NRC Planning Committee on the National Information Infrastructure in Healthcare.  He has held 
consultative appointments with numerous foundations including the Pew Charitable Trusts, the Kellogg Foundation, the 
Commonwealth Fund, and the Hartford Foundation.


