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Cal Poly is in tiłhini, the Place of the Full Moon. We gratefully acknowledge,
respect, and thank yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini, Northern Chumash Tribe of
San Luis Obispo County and Region in whose homelands we are guests.

Welcome POLS Community!
This has been an amazing year for the department! We had
more students, staff and faculty win university and community
recognition than I can remember. These students, staff and
faculty were recognized for their creative accomplishments,
community service and work to improve our institutions.
This year, the university hired a new dean for the College of
Liberal Arts, Dr. Philip Williams, a political scientist who comes
from the University of Florida, where he most recently served
as the director for the Center for Latin American Studies. I am
excited to welcome Dean Williams to campus. The Political
Science Department successfully hired a new tenure-line faculty
member, RG Cravens, who will start in the fall and will focus
his teaching and research in the areas of American politics and
political theory, with an emphasis on LGBTQ politics and policy.
We are excited to have RG join us!
In this issue of Alumni Connections, you will read amazing stories

MESSAGE

from the

CHAIR

about the impact you have on our department! We offered
awards to support students with demonstrated financial need so
that they could take unpaid internships (Page 11). Our successful
Model UN team continued to achieve and grow this season
(Page 5). Our students continue to learn the California legislative
process while drafting and advocating for changes to higher
education (Page 6). Dr. Matt Moore started a senior project focus
on understanding resiliency (Page 8). You can also catch up with
what your fellow alumni have been up to since graduation
(Page 2).
Thank you for your continued support of our students, faculty
and staff. You make so much of what we do possible. If you’d like
to reconnect with the department, please do let us know. We’d
love to hear from you! Please email us at politicalscience@
calpoly.edu or visit us at politicalscience.calpoly.edu.
Finally, one last note. For the next academic year, I have been
appointed interim dean of graduate education. I am excited (and
nervous) for the position. But, I know I leave the department in
the very capable hands of Dr. Anika Leithner. I am so excited for
Dr. Leithner to be able to lead the department’s work and look
forward to catching up with you all in a year!

Department Chair
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Services Administration in San Francisco.

been a practicing family law attorney

I took early retirement back in 2013 and

for 25 years in San Luis Obispo County.

David Gurney (POLS, ’80) // David

have been enjoying life, traveling and

I have served as the president of the

H. Gurney, Colonel, USMC (Ret.), is vice

shuttling back and forth to our vacation

Family Law Section of the SLO County

president of Tropic Oil Company in

home in the Sierras. I did continue my

Bar Association. I have also volunteered

Miami. He serves Florida, Bermuda, the

education, with a Master’s in Public

as an attorney coach for the Atascadero

Caribbean, Central and South America.

Administration from Fresno State and

High School Mock Trial Team for the past

He sits on the board of the Deep Draft

another degree in human development

three years. In 2014, I established Liberty

Lubricant Association and has an 11-year

from CSU East Bay. I also taught for the

Legal, A Professional Family Law Corp.

old, three-time spelling bee champion.

Army at Fresno State and at UC Berkeley.

He isn’t poor anymore.

Rae Jean Shore (POLS ’83) // After

Paul Gonzales (POLS, ’81) // After

graduating from Cal Poly, I obtained

graduation I served a 25-year Army

employment with a local law firm.

career, retiring as a colonel. I went to

Thereafter, I pursued a certificate in

work briefly in corporate for KB Home

Paralegal Studies (and later taught

as Bay Area director of purchasing.

family law in that program). I went on

Preferring to work for the federal

to law school at Santa Barbara College

government, I returned to the federal

of Law, graduating in 1992 and passing

government as human resources

the California Bar Exam in 1993. I have

regional director for the General
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located in Atascadero, California (where
I currently practice) in order to provide
a variety of legal services in the area of
family law, including representing minor
children and assisting those who are selfrepresented, limited scope services and
full representation services. I have been
married for 23 years and have two sons,
one of whom attends Cal Poly!

Leslie (McKeown) Philbrook (POLS ‘85)

daughters attend Cal Poly: Mackenzie

last honky tonk gig as of summer 2018 at

Regional human resources leader for

Grossgold (Computer Engineering, ’19)

the Gravel Bar in Ennis, Montana. A new

a “Big Four” accounting firm, with

and Kendal Grossgold (third year in

band is in the works. My time at Cal Poly

MBA and Senior Professional in Human

Architectural Engineering).

Resources (SPHR) certification. Married
for 32 years to Richard Philbrook. Two
grown children: Nick, 27, and Shannon,
23. Currently serving as west region
onboarding and transitions leader for
“Big Four” firm Ernst & Young (EY) in San
Francisco and loving it. I’m responsible
for everyone coming into, transferring or
exiting the firm. Feeling old, but blessed
that our son is pursuing his Ph.D. in plant
biology at UC Davis, and our daughter
just graduated from Chico State and
is planning to attend law school — a
doctor and a lawyer … not too shabby.

Lisa A. Travis (POLS ’92) // The
Sacramento County Board of
Supervisors, at its June 18 meeting,
appointed Lisa A. Travis as county
counsel effective June 23, 2019. “Ms.
Travis’ extensive experience with the
county, as well as her expertise in most

been quoted in The New York Times,
The Washington Post, and Governing.

where I work as a division manager of
San Luis Obispo County Health Agency.

are fortunate to appoint her as county

I live here with my husband Jonathan

counsel.” Travis has more than 21 years

Roberts (a Social Sciences graduate),

of experience in the Sacramento County

who works as a wedding photographer,
and our 11-year-old son.

the Sacramento Area Sewer District.
Travis has a Juris Doctor Degree from
the University of California, Hastings
College of Law, San Francisco. She has
been married to Sacramento Assistant
City Attorney Matthew Ruyak since 1998.
They have two daughters, one of whom
will be attending Cal Poly in the fall.

Learn by Doing continues by doing

Tom Mobley (POLS ’95) // After

research on congressional elections

graduating I’ve worn many hats, none of

and participatory budgeting, directing

them directly political science-related

the MPA program at the University of

per se, but all of them successful with my

La Verne, and serving on the board of

Cal Poly education. Agriculture, surfing

a property tax consulting firm. I’m way

and music have always been influences

overdue to visit SLO, but have been

in my life so, in turn, I’ve been in and

exploring other areas and playing tennis

around the three for most of my working

at home.

experience. I have been involved with

1990s
Lori Vix-Grossgold (POLS ’90) //
Married Jon Grossgold (Electronic
Engineering, ’90). Earned Master’s
in Education from CSU Dominguez
Hills in 1995 then spent 15 years as a
high school assistant principal. Both

Michelle Shoresman (POLS ’95) // I’m

and Board Chair Patrick Kennedy. “We

County Regional Sanitation District and

California newspapers, but also have

as a professor.

candidate,” said District 2 Supervisor

Autism Society of America.

of media commentary for Southern

for his help; he was always a kick to have

lucky to live and work in SLO and to be

as legal counsel to the Sacramento

conferences. I’ve been doing a lot

for a visit. Thanks again to John Culver

a 17-year public servant to our county,

Lars Perner (POLS ’86) // Teaching

well-represented at political science

long until I get a chance to come back

legal disciplines in the department,

at USC and serving on the board of the

Greetings! It is nice to see Cal Poly

sending their kids to SLO, it won’t be

made it easy to identify her as the best

Counsel’s office. She currently serves

Marcia Godwin (POLS ’86) //

will always be a fond memory and with
so many of my friends and colleagues

the food safety side of agriculture
for most of the last decade, first with
Nunes Vegetables Inc. in Oxnard,
California, and now for Progressive Land
Management in Santa Paula, California.
I still shape surfboards as a semiprofessional hobby. And after 11 years,
our band Big Tweed has finished up one

UU Courtyard

2000s
Frough Jahid (POLS ’01) // Since
graduating from Cal Poly, I have been in
law-enforcement and hold a current rank
of sergeant. I supervise my agency’s
Active Shooter Training Team, which
trains the public on best practices
should they find themselves in an active
shooter situation. I have also continued
my education by earning my master’s
degree in organizational leadership and
work as a senior safety consultant for

ALUMNI connections FALL 2019

| 3

Philip Goodwin (MPP ’18) // This past

Ellie Lupo (POLS ’18) // After

shooter response training to businesses,

year, I’ve had the pleasure of recruiting

graduation, I moved to D.C. for four

religious centers and schools. Please feel

students to come join the Saint Mary’s

months to serve as a press/legislative

Safetyfirsted.com, which provides active

free to connect with me if I can help any

family while working in the Office of

intern in Rep. Salud Carbajal’s (CA-

current or former Mustangs in anyway.

Admissions! I am continuing my passion

24) congressional office. After that

and love for food and baking by

incredibly enriching experience, I

sharing homemade baked goods with

backpacked through Southeast Asia for

our campus community every single

a little over a month, and then relocated

Monday as part of my personal initiative

to San Francisco to be a recruiting

to “Make Mondays Better.” And to top

coordinator at Grammarly, a 200-person

it all off, I was recently appointed to

tech startup building an AI-powered

Tracee Duerson (POLS ’04) // Since
graduating in 2004, I have been
working in various positions throughout
higher education. I earned my master’s
degree in higher education and student
personnel administration in 2008 from
New York University. For the past four
years I have been working as the director
of admissions for The Theatre School at
DePaul University.

2010s
Michael Melzer (POLS ’11)
Accepted a job at La Costa Canyon High
School teaching history. Moved from
Atascadero to Carlsbad, California.

serve as the chair of our Staff Activities

English writing assistant. I’m currently

Committee, a subcommittee of our

deciding whether to start studying for

Staff Council at Saint Mary’s. I remain

grad school entrance exams (currently

extremely grateful to the Cal Poly

leaning towards law school). During my

community for all of their constant love

time in SF, I’ve become involved with the

and support as I finally enter the “real

local Young Democrats chapter, which

world!”

is something I enjoy as a former Cal Poly

Irebid Gilbert (MPP ’18) // I am the
data analyst for the registered nurse
residency program at Marian Regional
Medical Center, Arroyo Grande

Democrat Club board member/SLOCDP
intern! I’m eternally grateful for the
Cal Poly POLS Department for providing
such an outstanding education, and
I truly miss being in class every day! I

Nikki Lanshaw (POLS ’14) // I recently

Community Hospital, French Hospital

graduated from the Master of Public

Medical Center, St. John’s Regional

Health program at UC Berkeley, and

Medical Center and St. John’s Pleasant

Colton Marino (POLS ’18) // After

am about to start working at the Kaiser

Valley Medical Center. In addition to

graduating from Cal Poly, I began my

hope the department is doing well.

Family Foundation as a communications

this, the Central Coast service area

law school career at Notre Dame Law

associate for its women’s health policy

hospitals are now offering a Mixtec

School. I am currently interning at the

team.

cultural awareness class which derived

California Farm Bureau Federation in

from the thesis I wrote while attending

their legal services division. I will be

Kennedy Poe (POLS ’16) // Graduated
with my Juris Doctor from Pepperdine
School of Law in May 2019. Presently,
studying for the California Bar Exam in
July.
Lindsey Wallace (POLS 18) // I am
starting my second and final year at

the public policy master’s program.

externing at the Whirlpool Corporation

This class was created to advocate

in their commercial litigation division this

on a higher level for our indigenous

fall.

population who reside throughout the
Central Coast. I am beyond proud to
advocate for my community, represent
Santa Maria and Cal Poly.

University of Washington’s Evans School
of Public Policy and Governance Masters
of Public Administration program in the
fall. I recently just started working full

KEEP US UPDATED

time as a graduate intern for Seattle

We’d love to hear from you and keep you connected to the Cal Poly Political Science

Mayor Jenny Durkan’s Innovation and

Department! If you have an update you’d like to share, please email politicalscience@

Performance Team, which is located in

calpoly.edu. If you’re interested in being more involved with the department, please

the City Budget Office.

consider becoming a Friend of the Board. You can get more information on the
alumni board at politicalscience.calpoly.edu/alumni/alumni-board.
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MODEL
UNITED
NATIONS
By Amy Holmes
Cal Poly’s Model United Nations had another fantastic
season this year, traveling to San Francisco (UC Berkeley
Conference) and New York City (National Model UN
Conference). In San Francisco, a team of 11 women
participated in various committees, including the UN
Security Council as Bolivia and Sweden, the Laws of
Cyber War Committee as Japan, and the North Korean
Board of Longevity as Ri Pyong Chol and Grandpa Park
Chun Bae. The team enjoyed exploring San Francisco,
especially on their walking tour lead by program advisor
Professor Craig Arceneaux.
Over spring break a team of 12 students participated in
the National Model UN Conference, the largest Model
UN conference in the world. The team represented
Guatemala this year. Students debated real-world
issues in committees, including nuclear disarmament
in the General Assembly First Committee, advancing
economic parity for rural women in the Commission on
the Status of Women, and eliminating violence against
children and youth in the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF). The team had the honor of sitting
down with the Guatemalan ambassadors to the UN to
discuss their committee topics and the Guatemalan
ambassadors’ perspectives on them. At the UN
Headquarters, one Cal Poly delegate, Owen Lemm, was
selected to speak about a sustainable development
goal of his choosing. Lemm represented the team and
Cal Poly very well. For the second year in a row, the
team won the Honorable Mention Delegation Award,
only the second award in Cal Poly Model UN history.
Everyone in the department is incredibly proud of this
ABOVE Cal Poly Model UN students at

team and all they have accomplished this year.

competitions in New York and San Francisco.

ALUMNI connections FALL 2019

| 5

SB 467
HELPING CSU STUDENTS ESTIMATE
THE COST OF COLLEGE

By Jake Watkins, Chris Den Hartog,
and Elizabeth Lowham
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“

IT WAS INCREDIBLE TO SHARE WITH THE COMMITTEE HOW OUR BILL WOULD
IMPACT CALIFORNIANS FOR THE BETTER, AND TO THEN SEE THE BILL BE
VOTED THROUGH UNANIMOUSLY.

— Jake Watkins

On May 1 of every year, high school seniors
around the state of California decide which

institution of higher education they want to

attend. It is a time full of potentially conflicting
emotions: excitement about next steps, anxiety
over whether or not the chosen school is the

right one — and, for many, worry about how

much it will cost to attend school and how to
secure enough support to attend.

CSU campuses provide information, including
cost of living expenses, intended to help

students and their supporters estimate how

much it will cost to attend. But the information
reflects campuses’ estimates of what the costs
will be for a “typical” student, and many

students’ actual costs are lower or higher than

the estimated cost, which can lead to problems

Senate Education Committee and the Assembly
Higher Education Committee.

The opportunity provided by this class is
something that most students, even most

people, never experience. As student Jake

Watkins said, “I had the privilege to testify in

the Senate alongside my classmate Paige Logan

and Senator Monning. It was incredible to share
with the committee how our bill would impact
Californians for the better, and to then see the

bill be voted through unanimously.” The bill, SB
467, has been passed by the Senate and passed

the Assembly Appropriations Committee. If all

goes well, the committee will send it forward to
the entire Assembly and it will then move on to
be signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom.

such as students finding themselves unable to
pay for school, books, food or even housing

during the middle of a school year. Similarly,
under- or over-estimates of costs can lead to
students taking out too little or too much in
student loans.

Professor Chris Den Hartog’s POLS 440 class,
along with the help of former California

Assemblymember Katcho Achadjian, worked

to address this problem over the course of the
academic year. In the process, the students

experienced the process of writing and trying
to pass a bill — they researched the problem,

wrote a bill to address it, and worked with San
Luis Obispo County’s state Sen. Bill Monning

and Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham (who

respectively authored and co-authored the bill).
They traveled to Sacramento twice to lobby in

favor of the bill, meet with other stakeholders,

and testify in favor of the bill at hearings of the

Professor Den Hartog and students in POLS 440 at the state capital
where they lobbied and testified for their bill, SB 467.
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are

you
RESILIENT?
By Matthew Moore
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Have you ever wondered
how people persevere despite
roadblocks and obstacles?
This year, The Resiliency Project, a student-faculty research

project, has allowed current POLS seniors and returning POLS
students to complete their senior project under the direction
of Professor Matthew J. Moore. The goal is to build a useful

community resource, help current and former students complete
their senior projects, and create a database of essays and

personal videos about individual experiences of resiliency. The
stories participants have submitted range from discussions of

the experiences of first- and second-generation immigrants, to
coping with racism and sexual assault, to tales of individuals’
paths through life. Student investigators have researched and

written literature reviews on how resiliency relates to education,

cultural pressures on women, sexual assault and the experiences
of immigrants.

In addition to collecting several dozen submissions now

available on the project website, the project has helped four

current students and one former student complete the senior
project so far. Another group will continue building the

database next year, and there are plans for future cohorts to use
content analysis and other tools to analyze the submissions.



Everyone is invited to take a look at the website,
and to submit your own story of resiliency! Visit
www.politicalscience.calpoly.edu/resiliency.
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student

TRAVEL

Your gifts helped defray some, and
in many cases, all of the travel
costs for 17 individual trips.
Students attended six conferences: The Bioneers
Conference, Humanity in Action’s Social Justice in Public
Health and Healthcare Conference, the Energy Efficiency and
Demand Management in a Decarbonized World Workshop,

•

Gunnlaugsson, Ethan. “The World Bank: More Harm
than Good?”

•

Lee, Vivian. “An Analysis of the Implications of a Low
Fertility Rate or Low Birth Rate.”

•

Meyer, Emily. “The American Hegemon’s Role and
Responsibility in Cybersecurity.”

•

Raj, Shafali. “International Trade in the Context of
Development.”

•

Rulloda, Anna. “2018 Congressional Candidate Twitter
Analysis.”

Climate Reality Leadership Corps, the Gender Race and
Sexuality Undergraduate Conference, and the Society for
the Social Studies of Science Conference. In addition, we
helped fund travel for students for three internships and one
alternative break trip.
Six students were invited to compete at the 44th Annual

Additionally, two graduate students presented at the 2019
Western Political Science Association Annual Conference:
•

Esparza, Elizabeth. “Technology-Based Solutions in
Food Redistribution.”

•

Feld, Elissa. “Implementation and Policy Learning:
Applications in Social Policy.”

Social Science Student Symposium at San Francisco State
University:
•

Hopkins, Jack. “Government Involvement in the
Commercialization of Low Earth Orbit.”



Interested in supporting Cal Poly students’ travel to
attend conferences and internships?
Visit politicalscience.calpoly.edu/giving.

10

| CAL POLY POLITICAL SCIENCE

opening doors

ALUMNI INTERNSHIP AWARD

As a rising political science senior, I have learned to value

interest (particularly law and public interest work) to see if it is

the Learn by Doing philosophy at Cal Poly. The department

what I truly want to do, while also learning more about it in a

encourages students to partake in the model — whether it be

real-world context. This exposure would be integral to building

participating in Model United Nations, Mock Trial, the recently

my resume and helping me learn from professionals in the field.

created California Bill Project course, or working on “Paideia,”
the department’s journal. Internships are another way in which
students can get hands-on experience in the professional
workplace.

I was honored to learn that I was selected by the department
to receive one of these awards. I was able to accept an unpaid
internship with California Rural Legal Assistance this summer,
working for a mission I

However, there is a
caveat to many of the
internship opportunities
offered for Political

am incredibly passionate
Without your generosity, I would not be able to financially

about. CRLA is a non-

support myself while I engage in the Learn by Doing

profit that provides free

experience! This award will open up doors for me that

representation and legal

Science majors: most of

advice to low-income

otherwise would have stayed shut.

them are unpaid. This is

people throughout

especially true of non-

California. I know that this

profit and public service
internships, which interest me most. For this very reason, I
doubted if I would ever be able to acquire the professional
experience I desired. Financial barriers kept me from taking
advantage of an amazing opportunity in my major. While I was
working 20 hours a week at an on-campus job to financially
support myself, my peers were working at courthouses,
interning with Congressmen/women, and working at nonprofits. I wondered if not being able to take on an unpaid
internship would put me at a disadvantage against my peers

experience will serve me
well as I consider applying to law school in the next year.
To the alumni who contributed to this scholarship, thank you. I
do not have words to express the gratitude I feel. Without your
generosity, I would not be able to financially support myself
while I engage in the Learn by Doing experience! This award
will open up doors for me that otherwise would have stayed
shut. I cannot wait to enjoy every moment of this internship and
see where it takes me.

who were gaining relevant work experience.

With sincerest appreciation,

When the department announced that they would be offering

Rosa Elena López

the Political Science Alumni Internship Award, I was ecstatic.
I knew that if selected, I could gain experience in a field of

Political Science, ’20

Funded by POLS alumni, the Alumni
Internship award allowed Rosa Elena
López to take an unpaid internship, which
gave her an outstanding Learn by Doing
experience, providing legal service to lowincome clients like farmworkers. Support
students like López, visit politicalscience.
calpoly.edu/giving.
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awards
Students, faculty and staff of the
Political Science Department were
recognized across the university
for their work, dedication and
performance during the 2018-19
year.
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CL A OUTSTANDING
STUDENT AWARD
Political Science
Amy Holmes
MPP
Elizabeth Esparza
Outstanding Graduate
Student
Elizabeth Esparza
Contributions to the Public
Image of the University
Jasmin Fashami
Service to the Community
Johanna Cogen
Cal Poly Arts Service
to the Arts
Katie Ettl
President’s Diversity Award
Katie Ettl

CLUC AS AWARDS
George and Janice
Clucas Awards

Academic Excellence,

Richard K. Simon Award

Graduate

for Outstanding Career

Elizabeth Granger

Achievement in Teaching

Outstanding Service,
Undergraduate

CLA Early Career Award for

Johanna Cogen

Achievement in Teaching

Outstanding Service,

George and Janice

Jennifer Denbow

Graduate

Staff Excellence Award

Elizabeth Esparza

Lily Curtis

Undergraduate
Ian Levy

OTHER GR ANTS &
E X TERNAL AWARDS

Undergraduate

Social Science Research

Research Paper

and Instructional Council,

Ethan Gunnlaugsson

Instructional Materials

Non-Research Paper

Senior Project (Paper)
Olivia Grob-Lipkis

Project
Nancy Arrington, Research
Design and Methods for Social

Senior Project (Non-Paper)

Science ($3,000)

Andrea Amavisca

Hewlett Foundation Grant

MPP Seminar Paper

Elizabeth Lowham and Anika

Elizabeth Esparza

Leithner, Cybersecurity
Challenges, through the

590 Paper

California Cybersecurity

AnnMarie Cornejo

Institute ($150,000)
County of San Luis Obispo

Brandon Roul
Eireann O’Grady

Anika Leithner

CL A FACULT Y AND
STAFF AWARDS

Clucas Scholarship

Richard K. Simon Award

Samantha Tiscareno

for Outstanding Career

Behavioral Health
Martin Battle and Elizabeth
Lowham, MHSA Innovation
Evaluation ($120,000)

Achievement in Scholarship

JOHN H. LYNN
AWARDS
Academic Excellence,
Undergraduate

Chris Den Hartog
Douglas L. Epperson
Innovation Award
Chris Den Hartog

Lauren Davis
(L-R) Lily Curtis, Jennifer Denbow
and Anika Leithner celebrate their
awards at the CLA Staff and Faculty
Awards ceremony in June.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

1. POLS 440 students on the floor of the
senate. // 2. Sen. Bill Monning, Professor
Chris Den Hartog and students from POLS
440 in Monning’s Office. // 3. Shafali Raj
presenting at the Social Science Student
Symposium. // 4. Professor Shelley Hurt
and students at the 44th Annual Social
Science Student Symposium at SFSU. //
5. and 6. Students at the first Political
Science Career and Internship Fair, put on
by the POLS Student Advisory Council.

5.

6.

