
Speaker 1: 00:01 Hello. My name is Cassandra Baddeley. I'm a senior at Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo. I am currently a political science major and I 
am working on the cal poly political science Resiliency Project. 
Currently I'm sitting with Mike Baddeley who was willing to 
interview with me for my project. Um, Mike, in your own words, 
can you tell me what you think resilience means or what it 
means to you?

Speaker 2: 00:29 Resiliency means to me the ability to handle an unforeseen 
circumstances or challenges and to be able to absorb them and 
to incorporate them into your life and figure out ways to solve 
them and overcome those obstacles with a sense of style, grace 
and dignity. Resiliency is a personal challenge that you need to 
understand that life is not always going to be a smooth run and 
whether it's economic or personal or sociological. There are 
going to be things that challenge you and test you and you need 
to find a way to, um, accept and adjust to those things and to 
find a way to live your life as happy and free as possible. 
Understanding that there are always going to be challenges and 
obstacles that you need to overcome.

Speaker 1: 01:25 Thank you. Um, so can you talk about a little bit about the 
resiliency in your life? Um, as I know firsthand that you grew up 
in poverty and you are a first generation college student, as well 
as you put yourself through law school and have had your own 
law firm for how many years now?

Speaker 2: 01:46 33 plus. Well, you know, maybe more than that cause, um, let's 
see, 83, 35, I'm in my 36th year.

Speaker 1: 01:55 So 36 years of having your own law firm. On top of that you've 
had four children, myself included, that you've been able to put 
through college. This can is pretty unheard of and must of have 
taken quite the determination to be where you are today. If you 
could talk about your resiliency and a little bit about your 
childhood and growing up in those circumstances.

Speaker 2: 02:13 Okay. So I was born in 1955 and I had, um, I had a nuclear 
family, a mother and a father who, uh, were together until I was 
11. But we, uh, my dad started to, um, pretty much just go 
down an irresponsible trail. He wasn't a bad man, but he was 
not a very responsible man. And he started drinking and 
gambling and uh, carousing and he wasn't abusive in any way, 
shape or form. I have great memories of him, but our economic 
circumstances really started to slide. We were basically middle 
class as I recall, through my, um, first and second grade years of 
elementary school. And then, um, we moved out of, uh, our 
home, which was in Chico, California, which is by Walnut Creek. 
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And we had a nice little subdivision home. It was brand new 
and, um, my parents lost that in foreclosure. And, um, and we 
moved to Riverside County and lived there temporarily and then 
ultimately moved to Ohio.

Speaker 2: 03:23 Um, where I, when I was in second grade in Canton and we 
were in a, um, very, uh, lower income area and we, uh, went to 
a school and there was only a couple of us, um, who we were 
the minorities, we were white kids me and my brothers. My 
brothers and sisters and I were in a, primarily all black school. 
And, um, so we lived in these lower economic circumstances, 
but we, uh, had a good time. I mean, all kids being kids, we 
embraced each other. And remember, this is the early sixties. 
Um, so we didn't know that we were poor and, um, anyhow, it 
was a situation that, um, actually worked out for us and I think 
made us a lot more inclusive and resilient individuals because of 
those changing circumstances. And then we lived in Canton, 
Ohio for about a a year and a half.

Speaker 2: 04:21 And then we moved to Toledo, Ohio, which is northern part 
Ohio. And again, had to adjust and lived in a, uh, in a lower 
middle class, more of a blue collar, pretty diverse neighborhood 
and ultimately moved back to California. Um, when I was in 
starting fifth grade, so it would have been 1965 and we ended 
up in Petaluma, California. And we, my dad moved us to his 
sisters ranch, um, which was a decommissioned chicken ranch. 
We literally lived in a chicken shed that had been converted to a 
living unit but not converted by any county or city, a zoning 
ordinances. It was basically had a tin roof and uh, but still had 
like, knot holes. It didn't have a full plumbing, um, didn't have a 
bathroom or a toilet facility. Um, think it had a shower and a 
tub, but no heat and thats what all 7 of us lived in for a couple 
of years. And then we relocated to a trailer on the premises and 
we thought we had died and gone to heaven because it had its 
own bathroom and central heating. So we were really super 
poor. But luckily we lived in the country and we're able to raise, 
uh, you know, uh, some livestock and some vegetables. And so 
we always, um, you know, had some food, although the term 
now would be food insecure, which we really were food 
insecure. But having living in the country, um, and being poor 
kids, we, we just entertained ourselves. So what came out of 
the resiliency was learning how to entertain ourselves, how to 
play, how to make do with very little, but I don't remember ever 
being anything but happy and having a good time. So we 
weren't exposed to a lot of, um, wealth or people who lorded 
material things over us.
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Speaker 2: 06:25 So we really didn't have any hard feelings about that. So we 
ended up in Petaluma and it was a small little country town and 
we ended up basically making do and not thinking twice about 
our lot in life, other than we were blessed with good health and 
at least we had a stable mom as our dad left the family when I 
was 11.

New Speaker: 06:49 Um, and he just kind of left us on, on his sister's ranch and we 
didn't see him again for 10 years, didn't hear from him. He 
didn't help financially support. So, my mom insulated us pretty 
well from that. She didn't bad mouth him and she didn't make 
him the focal point of our lives. We just soldiered on. So 
anyhow, resiliency was kind of built in.

Speaker 1: 07:11 So, um, going into your teenage and young adult years, where 
did you find the drive and the resiliency to push past, you know, 
the given circumstances in life that you were handed and strive 
and to you know, work twice as hard to be able to go to college 
and even further your education with law school.

Speaker 2: 07:34 So basically being lower economic, uh, blue collar stock I uh, I 
was not encouraged to go to college. That was not something 
that was even talked about. But in my formative years in junior 
high school and high school, hanging out with different friends, I 
would see how they lived or through the efforts of their 
parents. And I would listen to people talk about college and I 
always knew education was, was a key to um, maybe more 
success instead of just grinding it out. And I was of the mind 
that if I could put my way through college, it would open up a 
lot of doors for me and I would talk to parents of my friends 
about their experiences. Um, my mom was more or less a pro 
military pushing us to the military cause she was just concerned 
that we would have, you know, three square meals and a roof 
over our head and, and steady job.

Speaker 2: 08:33 I always held myself to higher standards than that. And I 
understood early on that it was on me. I didn't blame anybody 
for our lot in life. It wasn't society's fault. I didn't blame my dad. 
I didn't blame anybody and I always was pretty happy that I had 
good health and I had a mom that was reliable. My mom was a 
real basic unit, but she, if she said she'd be there at five o'clock, 
she was there at five o'clock to pick you up. She was stable and 
steady and basically turned her deficiencies into assets by 
making us do things on our own and because of it we wanted to 
do it, we wanted to get our driver's license. We had to figure it 
out. In fact, I remember when I first asked her about going to 
college what the process was, she said, well, if you think you're 
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smart enough to, uh, to go to college, then shouldn't you be 
smart enough to figure out how to get in?

Speaker 2: 09:22 And I remember thinking she was right. And so anyhow, I would 
talk to school counselors and I, uh, I went ahead and graduated 
and went to Santa Rosa, JC, and then got my AA degree. And 
then I went to UC Davis and got my, uh, BA degree. Then, um, 
my senior year, one of my poly sci professors, uh, told me he 
thought I would make a really good attorney and encouraged 
me to think about law school as a career, which I did. And then I 
ended up going to law school and that was another three years. 
And the whole time I worked and paid my way through and with 
grant money and scholarship money and student loans and 
stuff, I was able to do it. And I was very proud of the fact that, 
um, at the end of my law school career, I only owed $15,000. 
And that's all I owed for UC Davis and law school. And at that 
time, attorneys, we're making, like new associates in San 
Francisco we're making about 36,000, 40 a year. So I looked at it 
for like half a year's wages. I had basically, um, bought myself a 
career and that I knew would take care of me for the rest of my 
days. And I got the opportunity to be my own boss. I got the 
opportunity to, um, provide for my family. I got the opportunity 
to kind of give back to society and, and get involved in my 
community to, um, maybe help other kids realize their dreams.

Speaker 1: 10:55 Possibly for some students going through Cal Poly now who are 
maybe potentially the first generation in their family to be going 
to school. What advice would you give them while they're going 
through, not only through college, which is hard on its own 
merit, but also having to pay for it on their own and possibly not 
having that support from their family that many students do.

Speaker 2: 11:21 I would encourage them to, first of all, believe in themselves, 
run their own race, put one foot in front of the other. It might 
take you a little bit longer. It's certainly more difficult than say a 
student who has everything paid for him or comes from a family 
of means, but don't, don't begrudge them or look down on 
them. Just run your own race and understand that you know, 
you as a child are not responsible for your circumstances, but 
that's your reality. That's your test to overcome and that's your 
chance to be resilient and show that you're able to keep your 
eye on the goal. And so set your goals and keep working 
towards that. And it's okay that you have setbacks and you take, 
you know, a few steps back or you have to take a little timeout. 
That's fine. But keep moving forward positively and don't be 
distracted by the shiny stuff.
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Speaker 2: 12:13 Don't think about, Oh, you know, I need a new car, or I need the 
latest, greatest technology or whatever. Just get by with the 
minimum. Surround yourself with positive people and just keep 
working. Most people are happy to help. Let them know your 
circumstances. Don't shrink back from it and, and be positive. 
Always be positive. I, I never blamed anybody. I never 
boohooed myself. I never looked at myself like a victim. I was 
always happy that I was blessed with good health, that I, again, I 
had a mother that loved me and that I lived in a great country 
where I was able to choose my destiny. And there was a lot of 
avenues available for kids in my circumstance to whether it was 
to get student loans or grants. And there are so many people 
out there willing to help you if you want to help yourself. So it's 
a gift. The higher education is a gift you give to yourself and 
nobody can ever, ever take it away. So it's very important to go 
get that for yourself. And however long it takes it takes and 
don't handicap yourself. I was very resolute about not getting in 
trouble with the law. I definitely didn't want to have a baby with 
somebody before I was ready and I definitely didn't want to 
abuse drugs or alcohol to handicap myself in any way. I was a 
guy that was pretty focused and determined, but it had a lot of 
fun and I had a little place, so don't hesitate to always find time 
to laugh. Get together with friends, pursue a hobby. I like to 
golf. I like softball and I enjoyed helping people like when they 
want to move or if somebody needed help on the ranch or 
somebody needed one of my workmates needed help, you 
know, doing something. I didn't hesitate to help other people.

New Speaker: 13:55 Thank you so much for taking the time out of your day to 
contribute to my project.
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