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internships, study abroad and creative class activities.

conferences, class field trips to Sacramento, faculty research and travel, independent

this year. Even as our student body continues to grow, we strive to provide highsmall classes, small group research experiences, service learning experiences,

I have been a member of the faculty since 2007 and became chair of the department
in September 2015. I am consistently inspired by our faculty’s knowledge, abilities

and dedication to the discipline, their communities and their students. And I am

impressed with our students every day — their passion for understanding the world,

their dedication to improving their communities, and their energy and zeal for what
they do.
1 Grand Avenue

This year, our newsletter focuses on political science “in the field” — showcasing

examples of all the great things our students and faculty do outside of the classroom.

San Luis Obispo, CA 93407-0328

I hope you enjoy it and are as inspired as I am while reading these stories!

805-756-2984

Again, thank you for your past support and encouragement of the department.

politicalscience.calpoly.edu

Please stop by or call when you are in the area. I look forward to visiting with you.
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ALUMNI ADVISORY BOARD
It is my pleasure to once again take a moment to

discuss the good efforts of the Political Science

Alumni Advisory Board. This has been a year of

Master of Public
Policy, 2010
Chair, Alumni
Advisory Board

to fill seats that opened up. We have continued

makes a variety of important things possible

for our students — everything from having the

of interest to students as they move through

conferences to helping with the printing costs

ourselves available and by producing events

funds that allow Mock Trial students to attend

their educational trajectory. For example, under
the “How Does It Really Work” series, board

of Paideia. So, if you haven’t made a donation
to the department recently, please do. It is a

members produced a “Campaign Experience”

great time to be a Cal Poly Political Science

representatives from state and local races from

vibrant with both new and seasoned faculty

their experiences and opportunities to get

share a strong sense of purpose in their own

panel and fair where candidates and

about finding fulfilling careers in Washington,
D.C. In addition, the board continues to lend

support to the excellent student-produced

Department alumna/us. The department is

doing interesting and meaningful work. They

work — in the way they put the students’

educational experiences first and by enjoying
supportive collegial relationships. We can

take pride in the experience we had and the

political science journal Paideia. Now in its

experience of students today.

third edition, it continues to gain recognition

The Political Science Alumni Advisory Board’s

bring alumni and students together and seeking

purpose is to collaborate with and support the

out more of our graduates to increase our talent

department in providing opportunities for

and resource bank. If you have any ideas for

mentorships, internships, career advice, and

social gatherings (cultural and sports events,

fellowship/networking among students and

book signings, company tours, presentations,

alumni. The board represents a wide range

1980

shrinking educational budgets, this support

our efforts to mentor students by making

involved with campaigns, as well as an event

B.A., Political Science,

Department and the new Master of Public

Policy fund. As you know, in this age of

both major parties talked with students about

Mary A. Harris

encourage donations to the Political Science

expansion and growth for the board. We added

additional seats and brought in some new faces

Arthur Goldiner

and prestige. The board also continues to

interesting speakers, etc.) in your area that you

of alumni in terms of geographic location,

think fellow alumni would be drawn to, please

enjoyable group to be a part of. This year we

calpoly.edu.

background and career, which makes it a very

send your suggestions to: politicalscience@

are working on creating events and activities to

Vice Chair, Alumni
Advisory Board
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AWARDS ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Awards 2014-15

College of Liberal Arts Award for Contributions to the

Faculty

George and Janice Clucas Awards: Roy Aviram, Stacy

Public Image of the University: Lauren Cool
Okoro and Michael Zamora

2015 CLA Club Council Professor of the Year Award:

John H. Lynn Political Science Paper Awards

Shelley Hurt

Master of Public Policy Outstanding Service Award:

City of Pismo Beach’s Digital Engagement Strategy

Sheila Mann and Sydney Tanimoto

Grant Award: Mike Latner

CLA Circle of Giving Faculty Scholarship Grant:
Jean Williams and Ning Zhang

CLA Scholarship Support for Tenured

Undergraduate Outstanding Service Award:

Ashley Stephens

Academic Excellence Award: Cody Pajunen and Ashley
Stephens

and Tenure-Track Faculty:

Ron Den Otter, Matt Moore, Jean Williams and Ning Zhang

Graduate Academic Excellence Award: Ben Anderson

Research, Scholarly and Creative Activities Grant:

Master of Public Policy Paper: Ben Anderson and

Ning Zhang

Aleah Klingenberg

Student

Undergraduate Research Paper: Emily Matthews

College of Liberal Arts: Outstanding Senior Recognition

Senior Project: Casey Higginbotham and Cody Pajunen

Award: Ashley Stephens

Undergraduate Paper: Tyler Creasman and Sarah Glendon

45 YEARS AT CAL POLY
This year we celebrate Professor Allen Settle’s 45th year of service to

Cal Poly. Settle was one of the first faculty members hired after political

science became a stand-alone degree at Cal Poly. He has provided crucial

institutional memory and continuity across several decades of rapid

change, both within the department and across the university. In addition
to serving four terms as mayor of San Luis Obispo and five terms as a city

council member, Settle has served on the Airport Land Use Commission,
the Local Agency Formation Committee, and the League of Cities

Revenue and Taxation Committee.

Settle’s acumen about the workings of local government and the practice

of politics have provided abundant fodder for classroom experiences and

learning. Students regularly comment on his passion for and knowledge

about politics, and his ability to make politics and political science “real”
in the classroom. Settle’s life and career at Cal Poly epitomize Learn by
Doing as well as a well-lived life.
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This year we celebrate Professor Allen Settle’s
remarkable service to Cal Poly. The faculty, staff
and students thank him for all he has done for the
POLS Department, Cal Poly and the community.

INTERNSHIPS

Political science outside the classroom
Master of Public Policy
Internship
— Joi Sullivan, MPP ‘16
Last summer I interned for Parsons Corp. in Washington, D.C. Parsons
is a medium-sized government contractor that emphasizes developing

infrastructure both within and outside the U.S. I worked directly for the

company’s vice president for government relations, who also serves as the
company’s lobbyist. My responsibilities included researching legislation
and corresponding with various members of Congress to ensure the

office was properly prepared for any related future meetings and events.

Additionally, a fellow intern and I were tasked with creating a matrix that
the company’s PAC would use to make decisions regarding campaign

donations. To meet this need, I oversaw the development of a softwarebased Web application that measured how “valuable” each member of

Congress was to the company. This application provided a priority list

that was based on several equations we developed, one for each business
Joi Sullivan practices for her next career. An
internship at Parsons Corp. provided real-world
application of public policy skills.

unit within the company. This project, called ConDAT, effectively
consumed the majority of my time over the summer.

Other highlights of working in Washington, D.C., included attending
meetings and events with my boss and meeting Senator Tester of

Montana and Senator Hirono of Hawaii. I also attended numerous events

hosted by the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Furthermore,
seeing such incredible architecture and symbols of our nation’s history
every day was an unbelievable experience.

Working for Parsons was a unique experience because I got a taste of
what working for a private company was like versus working for the

federal government. Developing the Web application ConDAT was one

of my favorite parts of my job, as it presented numerous challenges and

demonstrated how my classes in the Master of Public Policy program are
preparing me for a career. The greatest part of my summer was being in

the midst of the people who work to make our nation run well and being
able to discuss ideas regarding the fundamental principles our nation

was founded on. It truly was an experience unlike any I have had before.

2 0 15 -16

|

C A L P O LY P O L I T I C A L S C I E N C E D E PA R T M E N T

INTERNSHIPS
CONTINUED

LATIN AMERICAN
STUDIES INTERNSHIP
— Aurora Chavez, POL S ‘17
Over the past summer, I worked with social sciences Professor James
Keese on a follow-up research study. We evaluated the success of

a development project in which Cal Poly students traveled to rural
villages near Cusco, Peru, to install improved cook stoves. The

installation of new cook stoves improve indoor air quality by replacing
open fires inside homes with more efficient stoves with chimneys. Not
only does this improve health, particularly for women and children, it
also reduces pressure on forest resources.

The development project is run by a local non-governmental

organization (NGO) called ProWorld. The survey I helped conduct

focused on improved cook-stove adopters and non-adopters, in order to
determine whether the stove was being successfully adopted and why.
Although the survey was overseen by the Social Sciences Department,
the experience was eye opening for me as a political science major.
Especially interesting to me was the power structure within the

villages, the diffusion of new technologies within those villages, and
the relationship between the locals, the local NGO and the Peruvian
government.

The project itself allowed me to explore and combine my interests in

Latin America, international development and grassroots movements
in order to see political science as more than theory, law and politics.
My interest in global development was piqued after discovering the
success of this project: a whopping 70 percent adoption rate of the
improved cook stove. I realized that political science is intricately
related to issues of culture, religion, demography and geography.

After realizing that the Peruvian government was installing its own

improved cook stove in the same villages as Cal Poly’s partner NGO,
my interest in the subject increased. I noticed there was a great lack
of cooperation between two institutions that share similar goals. I

began doing personal research to find out what kind of relationships
exist between national governments and NGOs and what role NGOs
play in politics. I quickly learned that the increasing role of NGOs,

especially in developing and democratizing countries, is raising issues
of sovereignty.
06
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Aurora Chavez works in Peru with social
sciences Professor James Keese on an
internship with the Latin American Studies
program.
This project epitomized the Learn by Doing motto
of Cal Poly. As a political science undergraduate,

I never imagined I would have the opportunity to
experience things I had learned in lecture or read

about in books. The project was not only crucial in

the development of my interest in higher education

and research, but also in my love and pride of being
a Cal Poly student.

A MIRAGE IN THE DESERT
— Sayaka Tsugai, POL S ‘17

The small elevator to the apartment fit
just one person and lacked a door. The
stairs were covered with spoiled food and
garbage; stray cats lingered underfoot.
Walking down the corridor, I discovered my housing for the
next two months would be a flat with a single kitchen and a

bathroom shared with 13 other women. These circumstances
were certainly not what I had expected. Pulling out a small
mattress, I made my spot for the next two months. Then

internship in any country, I realized, is too short to properly
understand the hardships the locals face. Interestingly, an
ethnic studies class I took the following quarter focused

on the role of volunteering. As the course progressed, new

perspectives on NGOs and volunteer work led me to reflect
and build upon my knowledge of Egypt. Likewise, many
classes I’ve taken at Cal Poly have enriched my overall
ideas of the world.

In retrospect, I now
acknowledge how

closely class material is

looking out the bedroom window, I observed countless

homeless families lying on the street as they tried to find
food for their children. I was struck by how lucky I was

to even have a roof over my head. Tired of hearing myself

and the other interns complain, I realized my experience in
Egypt would depend on what I made of it.

tied to real-life work
and experiences.

Cal Poly’s Learn by

Doing philosophy has
truly made my career
goals integral to my

During my two months in Egypt, I interned with the

education.

Egyptian Foundation for Advancement of Childhood

Conditions (EFACC). Despite the everyday heat topping 100
degrees and no air conditioning, the work atmosphere was
often relaxed and friendly. My favorite time was during

Egypt is special. Even
when considering

the corruption and

underdevelopment,

lunch, as work would end early to prepare for a meal

shared by everyone. Pita bread in hand, discussions would

inevitably turn to which Egyptian soccer player was the best.
At EFACC, I was assigned to create a project proposal to

offset child marriage and promote reproductive health in

Egypt. The proposal was to be submitted to the Canadian

Foundation for the Local Initiatives for further consideration
and evaluation. Though I was nervous about working on
such a large project, I found the policy briefs I’d written

each country has its

own unique beauty. On
my return to the U.S.,

I most missed Egypt’s
third-world aspects

and Muslim and Arabic
cultures. I recalled

those characteristics as
most beautiful. Those

in my political science classes were of great assistance.

attributes, without

Applying my previous research and using my papers as

guides enabled me to experience the realistic and practical
challenges of policy making.

Sayaka Tsugai (right) in Egypt. Tsugai
worked at the Egyptian Foundation
for Advancement of Childhood
Conditions for two months in a lifechanging internship.

comparison in the U.S.,
had me thinking my

time in Egypt was a fantasy, a shimmering mirage in the

Returning to the U.S., however, I was troubled about my

desert. Though Egypt’s chaos was initially disturbing, I

questioned my own perceptions of Egypt. A two-month

I found human warmth, authenticity and reality.

work with the non-governmental organization (NGO) and

gradually found beauty in its imperfections. In such frailties,
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EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES,
EMPOWERING OURSELVES
— Morgan Boyd, MPP ‘16

I am a second year Master of
Public Policy student focusing
on veteran underemployment.

sustainable agriculture production. I am an

I am also the owner/operator of Pepper

both sustainable farming and veteran advocacy

farm in Arroyo Grande, Calif. Additionally,

support veterans transitioning into agriculture,

beginning farmer training program designed

Education and Development (FEED) Program.

Homegrown by Heroes certified. My passion for
shaped my focus in agricultural programs that

I am working with Cal Poly to establish a

which led to Cal Poly’s Farmers Experiential

to train military veterans and local, socially

The FEED Program is an agricultural training

farming.

Since my retirement from the Army, I have

turned my efforts toward veteran advocacy and
|

and the first farmer on the Central Coast to be

Creek Family Farms, a 15-acre sustainable

disadvantaged farm laborers in sustainable

08

active member of the Farmer Veteran Coalition
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program developed to educate and prepare
individuals who aspire to be farmers. The

FEED Program’s mission is to develop a new
generation of farmers to feed the world and

support their local communities. By applying

Cal Poly’s Learn by Doing educational model,
the overall goal of FEED is to increase the

number of beginning farmers across the U.S.
by preparing military veterans and socially

disadvantaged farm laborers to successfully

own and/or operate new farms. The program
is a 12-week, non-credit certificate program
designed to immerse students in a handson learning experience that will provide

them with the knowledge, skills and tools

required to become successful farmers, while
also providing a supportive environment to

ensure their overall success in the agricultural
industry. To ensure that the students are fully
prepared, FEED will focus on four traditional
agricultural practices with a strong emphasis
on agricultural sustainability: (1) small farm
business management, (2) hydroponic and

greenhouse production, (3) traditional row crop
production, and (4) orchard production. Finally,
the program is specifically designed to provide
postgraduate mentorship throughout the first
year of the beginning farmer’s career, which

will create a foundation for long-term business
sustainability.

We are preparing to launch the first course

in March 2017. Since the program’s infancy,
Professor Elizabeth Lowham has been an

ardent supporter of my development of the
FEED program. In addition to supporting
my early efforts, Lowham connected me

with the appropriate people and aided in
collaborative efforts to ensure that I was

taking the appropriate steps to reach out to

the right individuals on campus. In addition,
everyone involved in the MPP program has
been extremely supportive of the project

and offered advice on how to ensure that the

Photos Courtesy of Susana Frohman Photography
Morgan Boyd at Pepper Creak Family Farms. Boyd’s passion for
agriculture and supporting fellow veterans has been the focus
of his research and the inspiration for Cal Poly’s FEED (Farmers
Experiential Education and Development) program.

program is met with success. Furthermore, my
MPP education has enabled me to collaborate
with various stakeholders and to understand
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s policies
surrounding farmer-training programs.

LEARN MORE
If you would like to learn more about the FEED
program or contribute to its development, please
contact Morgan Boyd at mqboyd@calpoly.edu.
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FROM D.C. to
VANUATU
— Ginger Jacobs, POL S ‘16

My summer began with me
feeling confined as I donned a
button-down, blazer and pencil skirt. I was quickly given a
whirlwind tour of the Senate,
House and Capitol buildings.

Though I was assigned three legislative aids as

My tour guide was walking incredibly fast,

historic Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,

and I was having a hard time keeping up in the
heels I was not used to wearing. This was the
start of my summer as a policy intern in U.S.
Sen. Brian Schatz’s Washington, D.C., office.
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my mentors, the highlight of my summer was
working on foreign affairs. Every day, I was

responsible for compiling a news update on

the ongoing Iran nuclear negotiations. I was in
constant disbelief that I had the opportunity

to apply my global politics classes to my work.

My final update summarized the details of the
and I was later informed that it went right into
the hands of the senator.

By the end of the summer, I had heard Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg speak in the Supreme

Court; sat in the front row as Colin Powell and

Madeleine Albright were interviewed; watched
a live filming of “Meet the Press,” where I

personally asked Chuck Todd a question; and

attended a lecture by Beau Willimon, the writer
of “House of Cards.” I physically ran into John
McCain in the hall, and while watching the
Senate floor, witnessed Bernie Sanders and

Elizabeth Warren giggle and clasp each other’s
hands.

I then traded in my suit for a pair of shorts and
a T-shirt, got on a plane and flew to Vanuatu, a

Pacific Island nation in the South Pacific Ocean.

There I met up with Professor Laura Hosman to
lead a two-day training for the Peace Corps

on our SPELL devices. SPELL, or Solar Powered
Electronic Learning Library, is a solar-powered
computer server preloaded with educational

Ginger Jacobs started her summer in Washington, D.C., working

components we ordered from Amazon.com

Professor Laura Hosman helping to train U.S. Peace Corps volunteers

content. The device is made mostly with

for Senator Brian Schatz (left) and ended the summer working with

and is not much larger than a textbook. I

on the Pacific Island nation of Vanuatu.

began working on SPELL in Hosman’s Global

Synthesis of Liberal Arts and Engineering class
at Cal Poly.

The Peace Corps was interested in SPELL as a
tool to use in elementary schools throughout

the Pacific region that were without electricity

or Internet. Twenty-five Peace Corps volunteers
stationed throughout Vanuatu’s 22 different

islands paid their way to attend the training,
believing that SPELL would empower their

communities’ schools. To see a project go from a
classroom at Cal Poly to a training room across

the world was an amazing experience. Hearing
the unique challenges the volunteers face in
their communities and their vision of what
they thought SPELL could do for them, not

only brought the project to life, but also made it
personal.

I went from connecting with policymakers
in Washington, D.C., and getting an inside

look into Congress, to traveling from village
to village in Vanuatu and hearing about the

tragedies from Cyclone Pam and the struggles

of living in such a remote location. Connecting
with people from another culture, gaining
a better understanding of their lives, and

building relationships made SPELL more

than just a school project. These experiences

represent two very different fields of political
science. As a senior contemplating post-

graduate work, I thought I would have to

choose which type of “connection” I preferred.

Instead, I have decided that the two experiences
enhance each other, and I hope to balance the
two in my career as a political scientist.
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clubs report

THE WILDS OF SACRAMENTO
— Michael L atner

Learn by Doing for students in Professor Mike Latner’s California Politics course
included a field trip in December to the State Capitol in Sacramento, where they
presented analyses of legislative performance to members of the Legislative

Analyst’s Office, Department of Finance Committee staff, and the Governor’s

Office. Groups of students used the Digital Democracy platform developed at

the Institute for Advanced Technology and Public Policy to study the operation
of committees in the 2015-16 legislative session in order to identify factors that
shape policy outputs within the legislative process.

With assistance from state Sen. Bill Monning, students had access to a committee
hearing room for a full day, during which they gave presentations on policy
topics, including climate change, agriculture, health care, transportation,
Students from Professor Mike Latner’s
California Politics class admiring Governor
Brown’s bear in front of his office during a
break between presentations.

education and incarceration. The student presentations shed light on how the

legislative process impacts the design and implementation of policy solutions,

and they received critical feedback from experts in each of these areas. A number
of these experts were Cal Poly alumni, inspired by seeing the next generation of
Mustangs preparing to take the reins of public service and leadership. This trip
was made possible through generous contributions from the Political Science

Department, the City and Regional Planning Department and the Institute for
Advanced Technology and Public Policy.

THE MOCK TRIALS
— Jonathan L ampkin, PHIL ‘16

When the judge walked in, the room quieted and everyone stood. At one
table, Cal Poly’s Mock Trial team sat representing the prosecution. The
University of Southern California’s three-member attorney team sat at

a similarly positioned table on the other end of the room. Immediately,

round three of the annual UCLAssic Mock Trial Tournament commenced.
The subtly tense energy in the room spoke to the fact that it would be a
closely matched round.

Every year the American Mock Trial Association releases a case packet to
undergraduates around the nation. Universities field teams that compete
during rounds that last about three hours, during which one college
represents the prosecution and the other represents the defense.

Students prepare for these tournaments by learning about case law,

statutes, affidavits and the rules of evidence, which are largely identical
to the Federal Rules of Evidence. They do this by enrolling in POLS 295,

The Cal Poly A Team takes a break from mock
trial competition.
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Foundations of Mock Trial, and POLS 395,

received an honorable mention at the regional competition with a

by Professor Jennifer Alton, a partner at San

All Region Attorney Award. Rahimi and Chloe Loomer received All

Advanced Mock Trial. Both courses are taught
Luis Obispo law firm Alton and Allen. During
fall quarter, students work together to hone
their skills. Last fall, students attended UC

Berkeley’s prestigious mock trial tournament.

Cal Poly freshman Rod Rahimi was recognized
at UC Berkeley for his performance as an
“Outstanding Witness.” As the season

continued, students prepared for the national
competition. Cal Poly’s Mock Trial Team A

record of 4-3-1. Cal Poly team member Deeksha Kohli received an

Region Witness Awards. In addition, Cal Poly Team B received an

honorable mention at the regional competition with a record of 4-4.

Team member Erin Chazer received an All Region Attorney Award.
Cal Poly’s Team A was given an open bid to the national opening

round championship series. Mock trial is a quintessential Learn by
Doing experience that allows Cal Poly students to practice critical

thinking, public speaking and teamwork. Whether or not a student
intends to practice law, the Cal Poly Mock Trial program affords

students the opportunity to learn skills critical to all professions.

MODEL UNITED NATIONS
— Luana Mello, POL S ‘17

After an entire quarter of learning about the

United Nations, Cal Poly Model United Nations
(MUN) students are eager to dive into their
winter and summer conferences. This fall,

students gained MUN experience in Professor
Craig Arceneaux’s class by simulating the

United Nations High Commission on Refugees
(UNHCR) agency. The topic of discussion

was the Syrian refugee crisis and what the

UNHCR could do to help alleviate the situation.
Throughout the 10 weeks in committee,

students passed three resolutions that included
immediate humanitarian aid as well as the

creation of a United Nations Refugee Protection
and Security Force to assist Syrian refugees.

Students in Professor Craig Arceneaux’s Model United Nations course in
fall 2015 simulate the U.N. High Commission on Refugees.

The UC Berkeley (UCBMUN) intercollegiate
conference was a success. The 20-person

Cal Poly delegation proactively participated
in negotiations and was respected among

its fellow delegations, which included UCLA,

USC, Columbia, University of British Columbia,

In addition, this year students will be fortunate enough to travel in

August to Brasilia, Brazil, for a weeklong conference held by Americas
Model United Nations. Ten Cal Poly students will prepare to test their
knowledge, teamwork and persuasive skills on an international level.

Chicago University and many others. On every
committee, the Cal Poly delegation members
were very active and widely recognized by
other delegations.
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NEW ADDITIONS TO THE

faculty library
Matthew Moore

Ron Den Otter

’Buddhism and Political Theory’

’In Defense of Plural Marriage’

My past work has focused

My book explores the issue of

the philosophy of Ludwig

defined, with a particular focus

on issues of value pluralism,
Wittgenstein and political

theory as a profession. I’ve

sort of followed my nose from

topic to topic as different issues
caught my attention. I have a

personal interest in Buddhism
and meditation. I’ve been a

regular meditator since 2005,

and I started to get curious about

how civil marriage ought to be

on plural marriage. My intention
isn’t to defend any particular

kind of plural intimate relationship. Rather, I argue that the

U.S. Constitution should require
states — which give marriage

licenses to couples that meet the
valid eligibility requirements
— also give them to thruples

whether the Buddha had ever said anything about politics or

and moresomes. What matters is whether plural marriage

collections of the Buddha’s teachings were, and also to find

to have without adequate legal justification. For me, the issue

government. It took me a while to figure out what the major
earlier scholarship on Buddhism and politics. The Buddha’s
teachings take up about 12,000 pages in translation, and
there’s a lot of repetition. I’ve read a big chunk, and I’ve

found all of the passages that are relevant to politics. Oxford
University Press will publish “Buddhism and Political
Theory” in April 2016.

enthusiasts are being denied the kind of marriage they want
isn’t whether someone has good or bad personal reasons for
wanting to marry at all or have some kind of plural marriage. As long as he or she is a consenting adult, the state

should be indifferent to his or her reasons; they are his or

hers and as such, are entitled to be respected. The point of

the book is to explain why the arguments against legal rec-

ognition of plural marriage aren’t particularly strong. In fact,
they resemble those that have been used in the case against
same-sex marriage. Cambridge University Press published
“In Defense of Plural Marriage” in 2015.
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Jennifer Denbow

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
Den Hartog, C. & Monroe, N. (2015). The Jeffords switch

‘Governed through Choice:
Autonomy, Technology and
the Politics of Reproduction’

and legislator rolls in the U.S. Senate. Public Choice,
165(1-2): 25-43.
Den Otter, R. (2015). Three may not be a crowd: The case

I argue in the

for a constitutional right to plural marriage. Emory Law

that individuals

Lowham, E. & Lowham, J. (2015). Civic meanings:

Journal, 1977-2046.

book that the idea
have choice and

Understanding the constellations of democratic and civic

control over their

beliefs of educators. Democracy and Education, 23(1),

reproduction

Article 1.

actually often

Lowham, E. & Schilla, A. (2015). Participation,

heightens outside

commitment and dynamics: Lessons in integrative

scrutiny of

graduate education. In Hughes, Munoz & Tanner (eds.)

individual decisions.

Beyond interdisciplinary: A handbook of integrative

The idea of choice

curriculum, pedagogy and learning. Lubbock, TX: Texas

has such appeal

Tech University Press.

and sway in our society, but simply increasing
choices doesn’t always or necessarily increase

McGann, A.J, Smith, C.A., Latner, M. & Kenna, J.A.

more choices can actually increase pressure

partisan gerrymandering. Election Law Journal, 14(4),

This makes it possible for experts and state

Moore, M.J. (2015). Teaching political theory. In Ishiyama,

an individual’s autonomy. For example, having

(2015). A discernible and manageable standard for

on an individual to choose in the “right” way.

295-311.

actors to judge some people as bad at governing

Simon, and Miller (eds.), Handbook of teaching and

themselves when they make reproductive

learning in Political Science and International Relations.

decisions that challenge dominant ways of

Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing.

thinking. I also argue that, although autonomy

Moore, M.J. (2016). The dialectical contrarianism of

is a really appealing idea in some ways, it

Richard Flathman. Theory & Event, 19(1): n.p.
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practices — like sterilizing incarcerated
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Vergine, D., & Hosman, L. (2015). Designing technology
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The global information technology report 2015: ICTs

ability to make good decisions. In practice,

for inclusive growth. Geneva: World Economic Forum.
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Books.
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Autonomy, Technology and the Politics of
Reproduction” in July 2015.
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ALUMNI updates

Kelli Seybolt, (POLS ‘90) director of international affairs and foreign policy advisor to the
commandant of the Coast Guard, came to Cal Poly to inform students about career and
internship opportunities in Washington, D.C. Pictured left to right, Shari Mullen (POLS ‘82),
Elizabeth Lowham and Kelli Seybolt.

2010s
Lance Iunker (POLS ’15) — I was wounded
in Iraq in 2007. I earned my Bachelor of Arts

degree in political science from Cal Poly

using my G.I. Bill. The Institute for Advanced

Technology and Public Policy at Cal Poly

hired me as a project director, where I created

a veterans project for the institute called

Operation Headstrong. Learn more about the

project at operationheadstrong.com. Learn

more about the institute at iatpp.calpoly.edu.

Chris Connell (POLS ’14) — I am in my second

year at the USC Gould School of Law. I have

a summer associate position lined up for the
coming summer at Ropes and Gray LLP in
San Francisco.

Joe Vacovsky (POLS ’13) — I work at

MindBody as a staff software engineer and
have been at the company just under three

years.

Candice Custodio (POLS ’11) — I was recently
married in Paso Robles to alumnus (and my

Cody Pajunen (POLS ’15) — I joined the U.S.

college sweetheart) Ruben Custodio (Business

May, N.J., in December 2015. I’m not sure where

at Edmunds.com and am working to become a

maritime law enforcement community. While

Maili Winther (MPP ’11) — In 2013, I accepted

Coast Guard and began basic training in Cape

I will be sent afterward, but I will try to join the
waiting to leave, I worked with an organization
that sponsors Syrian refugees and Syrian
schools.

Communication, ’11). I’m an account manager
full member of the Hollywood Rotary club.

a position with The Johns Hopkins University
in Baltimore. I work as a grants associate in

the School of Medicine’s Office of Research

Administration. I recently attended the launch
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party for Cal Poly’s Washington, D.C., alumni

chapter and had a great time.

2000s
Hans Poschman (MPP ‘09) — Currently I work

at the Institute for Advanced Technology and

Public Policy at Cal Poly as the fellowship and
programs director. This year we launched our

open government platform DigitalDemocracy.org,

where a user can search by bill, speaker, hearing

or keyword and pull up exact moments in videos

and watch that moment, or share it out on social
media. Additionally, the site provides access

to information on lobbyists, campaign finance,
bequested payments and gifts.

Edmond Woo (MPP ’08) — Since I graduated,

I’ve been working as an intelligence specialist

with one of the ABC agencies of the U.S.

government. The work I do primarily includes
analytical work related to counter-drugs and

board of directors as director of athletics. I am

married to wrestling alumnus Dan Lashley

(Kinesiology, ’96). We have two kids and live in
Simi Valley, Calif.

Chris Trapani (POLS ’90) — I am the founder
and CEO of Sereno Group. My daughter, Gabi

Trapani, is a second year business major at
Cal Poly (my wife is Kirsten Trapani

(Nutritional Science, ’91)). I have been honored
to have been engaged in supporting Cal Poly’s

vision by joining the President’s Council of

Advisors. My business, Sereno Group, was most
recently honored as the 31st most Charitable
Corporate Giver (in Silicon Valley) by the
Silicon Valley Business Journal.

1980s
Robert R. Burnett (POLS ’80) — I have

been employed for the last 34 years with

Citizens Business Bank in Arcadia, Calif., as

high-value targets. I also previously dabbled in

vice president service manager. I have been

cases. I truly think the education I received from

daughters, Amanda, 24, and Paige, 22. After 34

Internet investigations and counter-terrorism

Cal Poly helped me obtain this kind of work and
has surely benefited my analytical thinking and

work habits. The degree program opened my

married to Rosemary for 13 years. We have two

years of continuous service, I retired this past
June with the rank of battalion chief from the

Sierra Madre Fire Department. We celebrated

eyes to the variety of work available to someone

with a trip to Maui. I joined the Sierra Madre

type of field I wanted to enter prior to enrolling,

starting a two-year term as a board member

in this degree field. Although I already knew the

Kiwanis Club this past year, and I will be

I am sure there were tons of opportunities

of the Sierra Madre Creative Arts Group, a

1990s

to bettering the lives of local youth.

elsewhere for someone with my qualifications.

nonprofit philanthropic organization dedicated

Kelley Lashley (POLS ’95) — I graduated Santa
Clara Law School in 1999. I now co-own a law

firm with offices in Pasadena and Westlake

KEEP US UPDATED

administration and tax. I am a pro bono

We’d love to hear from you and keep you connected
to Cal Poly POLS! If you have an update you’d like
to share, please email politicalscience@calpoly.edu.
If you’re interested in being more involved with the
department, please consider becoming a Friend
of the Board. You can get more information on the
alumni board at politicalscience.calpoly.edu/alumni/
alumni-board.

Village. We specialize in estate planning,

settlement officer for the Los Angeles County
Superior Court and serve on the Executive

Committee of the board of directors for Five

Acres, a nonprofit that provides adoption and

foster care services for the greater Los Angeles

area. I also serve on the Cal Poly Athletic
Director’s Advisory Council, chair the

Cal Poly Varsity Club board of directors and
serve on the Cal Poly Alumni Association
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DONOR HONOR ROLL
Thank you to our continuing
and future supporters

$50,000 and
above
Pam and Tim
Humphreys*
Trident Services*

$10,000 - 49,999
George G. Clucas
Janice A. Clucas
Pamela M. and
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Marylou B. and
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Barry A. and Virginia
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James M. and
Sandra K. McBeth*
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Goodjohn*
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Shawn Aram and
Melody Nadjmi
David and Tracy
Bettles*

Steven B. Merrick*
Shari C. Mullen and
Stephen G. Tucker*
Kathryn Kaiser Nix*
Richard L. Owens*
Jerolyn Peery*

Time Warner Inc.
Wells Fargo &
Company

$500 -999
Carl F. Alameda*
James A. Anderson*
Allison W. and
Donald W. Burnett*
Robert R. Burnett*
David B. and
Tricia Camp
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Todd D. Clucas
Gregory T. and
Karen C. Crouse

Antonio V. and
Jamie N. Arreola

Ann M. and
Kenneth J. Danko

Darlene M. and
Frank M. Balbas

Carolann E. and
Mark C. Demoss

Dale A. and
Karen L. Banda*

Michael J. Diaz

Scott R. Hancock and
Stephanie A. Ludi*
Richard J. Hardy Jr.
Mary A. Harris*
Ann M. King

Robin L. and
Matt Masia*

Richard C. Gan*

Charley M. Adams

Kayvan Chinichian*

John H. Culver*

Jason J. Stilwell*

Sandra K. McBeth
Attorney at Law*

$100 - 499

Michael J. Chilton

Robert S. Antoyan

Peter A. Fedewa*

Bryan S. and
Lisa J. Corcoran*

Procter & Gamble*

Law Office of
Jeff Strobel*

Randal L.
Cruikshanks

Craig A. Martin*

Nirmala and
Prithviraj
Dharmaraja*

Cars 4 Causes

Sittada T.
Chaloeicheep
and Roengsuang
Datthaisong

Juliet A. Amenta

Lisa K. Roslund*

3M Company

Alton & Allen Inc.

Jennifer L. Cartier*

Abby A. and
Matthew K. Edling

William R. Boag*

Danielle J. Walters*

Chad T. and
Lisa M. Wohlford*

Paul R. Agnew

Edith I. Bianco*

Kimberly A.
Demongey and Jose C.
Henriquez*

Michelle A. Stocker*

Michael K. Carr and
Cherie A. DelacyCarr*

Matthew J. Ceppi

Barbara E. and
Christopher P. Ramm*

Jeff L. Strobel*

Gina M. and
Matthew R. Seals*

Lauren B. Laiolo*

Susan E. Nash*
Lisa A. and
Loren A. Poncia*
Irene R. and
Terry A. Roselli*
A. Michelle Ruggels*
Maria L. Santana*

Joseph M. Barton
Sharon M. Bellows
Michele Body
Claudia A. and
Richard D.
Bouslough*

Dean T. and
Lynda M. Duffy
Colleen D. and
Kirk Elliott
Bud Evans
Kristin B. Faust

Karen A. Brehm*

David F. and
Elizabeth A. Feingold

Brian M. and
Lori L. Bruckner

Christina L. and
Mark W. Gaffney*

Michael A. Carlovsky*

Cary L. Geihs*

Lisa A. and
Timothy J. Carmel

Regina H. Gibson

*Multi-year donor

Corey W. Glave

Marcus A. Matthias

George R. Roslund

Roger A. and
Tracy A. Goatcher*

Elizabeth A. and
Scott W. Merson

Lee J. Sapaden Sr.

Bradley J. and
Trischa R. Goodwin

Cindy E. and
John D. Mettler*

Keith S. Harter

Neal S. Meyers

Mark K. Heptig*

Mary MitchellLeitcher

John M. and
Nancy K. Hermle
Bradley J. and
Carol L. Hill*

Alison E. and
Thomas R. Moore
Michael R. Morel

Craig W. and Nancy
K. Schweikhard
Martin E. Self
Kelli L. Seybolt
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Your Impact
“the

professors not only teach you the material

you need to know in order to be successful , they
also give you the opportunit y to directly apply it
to a field you ’re most passionate about.”

—

nicole angelini , mpp ‘17

SUPPORT POLITICAL SCIENCE Give Back
With your generous gifts, the department will continue
to give students the tools and knowledge they need to
become future leaders and make a positive impact.
Here’s how your gifts will help the Political Science
Department. It will:
»» Increase the number and amount of scholarships
»» Grow the internship program, providing critical
Learn by Doing experiences
»» Fund Mock Trial and Model United Nations
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»» Support the student publication Paideia, providing
students with a publication platform for their
research
»» Support student research assistantships and Earn
by Doing opportunities
»» Fund faculty research and conference
opportunities, enabling faculty to contribute
knowledge to the world and bring leading-edge
information and techniques back to campus
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STAY CONNECTED AND GIVE BACK TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
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Email

			

Street Address									

Print in Directory

Yes

No

Change of Address

Yes

No

City				State			ZIP			Phone
Major							Year Graduated
Send us an update on your career and life to be included in the next issue, or email updates to politicalscience@calpoly.edu.
Thank you for your support and interest in our department. Private support for the department is crucial to recruiting
and retaining top students and faculty in our competitive and increasingly global world. In order to continue providing the
outstanding educational experiences Cal Poly is known for, we need your support.

Give Online: To make donations online, visit giving.calpoly.edu or http://bit.ly/supportcppolsci.
Give Today: Please designate my gift of $		
Political Science Department

to support the:

Master of Public Policy Program

Enclosed is my check made payable to “The Cal Poly Foundation”
Mail to: Cal Poly College of Liberal Arts, Office of Advancement, 1 Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA 93407-0320
I would prefer to charge my

MC

Visa

AMEX

Discover

Card #:									Expiration:
Name on card:							Signature:
Double Your Impact: Does your employer/company match your gift? Find out at giving.calpoly.edu/matching,
or contact Kate Heinemann, Cal Poly matching gifts specialist, at 805-756-2713 or kheinema@calpoly.edu.
Your Legacy: We hope you will consider supporting the future of the Political Science Department by including a gift to the
university in your estate plans. Including Cal Poly in your will or trust can be accomplished in as little as one sentence, and you
may designate a fixed dollar amount or a percentage of your estate. If you are interested, share this sample bequest language
with your attorney: “I bequeath to the California Polytechnic State University Foundation, San Luis Obispo, California, the sum
of $

or

%, for the benefit of the Political Science Department at California Polytechnic State University.”
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