Background

Current state law does not give students the
right to information about new editions of
textbooks. It also does not require detailed
descriptions of differences in content
between a new edition and the previous
edition, which are sometimes minor.
Moreover, to the extent that current law does
call for disclosure of differences between
editions, it mandates disclosure in some
places but only “urges” disclosure in Section
66406.

Problem Being Addressed

Many college students struggle to afford
course materials. In some classes, they could
save money by buying an older, less
expensive edition of a book. But they often
lack enough information about differences
between editions to be able to judge whether
buying an older edition would reduce their
ability to do well in a class; in response,
students sometimes buy expensive new
editions when a less expensive older edition
would have served just as well. In some
admirable instances, publishers already
provide enough detailed information for
students to make informed decisions about
whether to buy an old edition; but it is easy
to find other instances in which not enough
information is provided.

The purpose of AB 2385 is to reduce
students’ course material costs. It achieves
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this by amending Section 66406 so as to (1)
give students the right to information about
differences between editions; (2) urge that
publishers describe these differences in
enough detail for students to make informed
decisions about whether a prior edition will
suffice; (3) urge that publishers make this
information easily available on their
websites.

Summary

AB 2385 seeks to lower college students’
textbook costs by increasing students’
ability to make informed decisions about
when they can buy older, less expensive
versions of books instead of more expensive
new editions.
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