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Philosophy Research Workshop Series

The Cal Poly Philosophy department launched a Philosophy Workshop series. At these Research
Workshops, graduate students from the UC Santa Barbara philosophy department come to Cal Poly
to discuss some of their current work over lunch with our students and faculty.

Kyle Dickey Sherri Lynn Conklin

“GRAPPLING HOOKS AND ANCHORS: THE “THE POSSIBILITY OF PERMISSIBLE WRONG
FUNCTION OF SINGULAR THOUGHT" DOING"

Oct. 12, 2018 Nov. 16,2018

Student Advisory Committee

The Philosophy Student Advisory Committee is a student-run committee aimed at ensuring effective and
consistent communication between students, faculty and the department chair regarding topics and issues
relevant to the students. Amber Shae Miller, a senior in Philosophy, holds the position of Committee Chair.
Alongside her is Natalie Kerr as Committee Vice Chair, who is also a senior in Philosophy.

ETHICS + EMERGING
SCIENCES GROUP

Patrick Lin, philosophy professor and
Director of Ethics + Emerging Sciences
Group, and Zachary Rentz, philosophy
lecturer, traveled to Reykjavik, Iceland to
lead Emerging Arctic Conflicts, Laws, and
Ethics Workshop on June 18-19, 2018.
The discussion involved the implications
of political and economic competition in
the Arctic Region as new land and
resources become accessible due to
climate change. For more information visit
the E+ESG website.
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STUDENT SYMPOSIUM 2018

The Philosophy Department hosted a Student Symposium on May 18,
2018. Snacks and drinks were provided by the department. We
welcome students and faculty to help inaugurate this new tradition to
foster community between the students and showcase their
achievements. The next Student Symposium will be in Winter 2019.

Natalie Kerr "Epistemological Luddism as a Response to Big Data”

Will Trammell "Interdependence in Hegel's Lordship and Bondage"

Amber Miller "Read the Fine Print"

Jacob Watson "Ficitonalism as Undergraduate Philosophy"

Nicholas Mazegue “Structural Internet Affordances for Non-Linear
Politics by way of Fake News"

Dr. Ryan Jenkins "Why Don't Students Trust Philosophy"

Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl

Ethics Bowl is a team-based intercollegiate debate competition covering a range of current events and controversies in applied ethics. Cal Poly
sends one or two student teams each year to compete in the a Regional Ethics Bowl competition, where students debate and discuss cases
with college teams from California, Utah and Arizona.

Success in Ethics Bowl competition requires students to apply their philosophical training to provide oral arguments on the spot about moral
issues on topics ranging from fake news to privacy, gun control, autonomous cars and weapons, international relations and new medical
technologies. The team qualified for and was invited to compete in both the 2017 and 2018 Ethics Bowl National Championships. Our students
traveled to Dallas, TX in 2017 and Chicago, IL in 2018 and competed against the top teams in the nation.
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