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Abstract

A closed loop in space that does not intersect itself forms a knot. Knot theorists have
many questions about these objects. While born out of an attempt to understand
chemistry, the subject of knot theory quickly became a subject relegated to pure
mathematics, almost a hobby. We will discuss some of the questions, methods, and
big ideas in knot theory, as well as some of the incredible, unexpected applications of
the subject in the modern world.

About the speaker: Matt Rathbun is an Associate Professor at CSU Fullerton. His
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