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Abstract

The Goeritz group of a genus Heegaard splitting of a 3-manifold is the group of
isotopy classes of orientation-preserving automorphisms of the manifold that preserve
the Heegaard splitting. In the context of the standard genus 2 Heegaard splittings
of S3 and lens spaces L(p,1), we present straightforward algebraic obstructions to
Goeritz equivalence of simple closed curves.
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