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LA 403 - SPR Analysis - Trifoliate Team
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Plants in designed spaces (at all three sites) will follow a warmer flower color scheme. The following plant pallete focuses on plants native to Swanton 
Ranch, and this information will provide a general guide for the three specific sites in the area.

Also, SPR’s inhabitants include Native Americans, Spaniards, Mexicans, as well as various European immigrants. Indigenous group called the Ohlone  
settled in locations around Santa Cruz in 5000 BCE. Imperial Spain’s colonization of California displaced many indigenous people, starting 1697 CE. 
Swanton Pacific Ranch is home to a diverse range of California native plant communities, many of which were used by the Ohlone people for food, tools, 
and building materials. 
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This design highlights the dynamic changes of educational opportunities. The proposal maximizes the 

student’s experience. Spaces of education vary. More formal experiences are connected to an outdoor 

lecture space, while freer methods to learning relate to the outdoor conversation pits (the orange 

seating structure in the adjacent perspective) and labs. The design around the �re bu�er (or boundary) 

and implementation of rain gardens connects back to the local systems of SPR.
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LA 403 - Swanton Analysis - Trifoliate Team 

Summary
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������(                                   ).��������
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���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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LEGEND: 

space is large and flat
(optimal for gathering or 

parking)

LEGEND: 

Summary
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������	������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������

SITE SECTION  (C--C’)

crops need high amounts 
water

potentially funnel water to 
crop sites

East side of site 
should not be built

upon, avoid 
designing here

its a possibility to run rainwater 

towards this northern natural 

patch

Drain water off of 
parking lots,

repurpose it into 
nearby rain gardens
(to emphasize front)

Drain water 

off of gathering 

area to stream or 

rain gardens

crop areas are seasonally

prone to fire (but design to 

consider year round buffer)

open DG spaces very

resistance, keep this 

material

produce extra buffers

to consider stream’s 

sensitivity

30-foot fire buffer

10-foot fire buffer

 maximize
stormwater that 
comes off barn

repurpose rainwater that 
comes off buildings into 

forms of irrigation 
(such as a rain garden)

add buffer to

clean water

C

C’

B

B’

�

Feet
0 2040    80    120  

most important 

natural resource that 

can utilize rain water

Inventory Summary
Prominent aspects of the general site include the main entrance along with the 
primary gathering area. Swanton Road is located right next to these elements, 
and traffic flow borders existing buildings and parking areas. 

SITE SECTION (A--A’) 

NOTES: Lore
dolor sit amet, cserve purely onsec-
tetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut 

NOTES: Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, consec-
tetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut 

CAL T
N

OPOSED BRIDGE

���� �������

���

The prominence of gathering spaces in the site shows the idea of transfo for front entrance rming 

these respective locations into purposeful places. 

MAIN OFFICE INVENTORY MAIN OFFICE ANALYSIS

Analysis Summary
The site’s barn can serve as a focal point for landscape elements, since the 
building intends to be multi-use. Also, existing streams can serve as a main 
reference point for establishing sustainable design (since stormwater can be 
funneled in that element). 

LEGEND: 

primary
 gathering 

area (existing)

greenhouse
space

main 
entrance

direction to
wetland

direction to student
housing

primary
 gathering 

area

greenhouse
space

main 
entrance

direction to
wetland

direction to student
housing

dirt path

Swanton Road
structures in greenhouse

space can be cleared 

out for parking

stream corridor is a 

potenial drainage 

point

m ipsum back entrance can

as an exit

space is large and flat

RA

(optimal for gathering or 

S PR

parking)

utilize restricted parking

space for visitor parking

main entrance road

is very tight for two 

way traffic

(try to thicken)

avoid building aroung crop

locations (cannot take space)

barn serves as
focal design 

pointA

A’

� advertisement location���
�
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