NATURES

tMIBRACE

Are you empracing nature or s nature embracing you?

This project aims to immerse visitors in the natural environment of Swanton Pacific Ranch located in Santa Cruz, California. The ranch, donated to California Polytechnic
State University in 1993 meant to be used as a place for educational research and professional career exloration, was badly damaged in a fire In late 2020, Therefore, with
this project, it has become our goal o revitalize the ranch. In doing so, connect the existing main office to the current inaccessible marsh as well as connect to a new stu-
dent housing area. Designing each site accordingly and fluidly with one another to create 8 an immersive, educational lifestyle in nature, Simultaneoulsy, designing with
sustainable materials and natural processes to display them and how they work with the natural environment and portay NATURE'S EMBRACE. Overall, we want o foster a
collective belief in care and respect for the natural environment in practicing Cal Poly's idea of Learn By Doing,
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Vision Statement Inventory:
This project Immerses visitors In the natural environment that 1s Swanton Pacific Ranch. SO T e
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Site Plants and Animals:

Arbutus menziesii
Pacific Madrone

Quercus Agrifolia
Coast Live Oak

Sequoia Sempervirens
Coast Redwood

Fschscholzia califomnica
California Poppy

Ceanothus cuneatus
California Buckbrush

Polystichum munitum
Western Sword Fem

Puma concolor
Mountain Lion

Odocoileus hemionus
Mule Deer

Rana draytonil
California Red-Legged Frog

Pseudacris sierra
Slerran treefrog

Buteo jamaicensis
Red-Talled Hawk

Passer hispaniolensis
Willow Sparrow

Informational Signage/Wayfinding:
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Inspired by the Intimate and Enclosed Nature Experience That is Created When Light Shines Through the Leaves of
a tree, The Range serves to provide an intimate and educational entrance experience for visitors of Sswanton Pacif-
c Ranch. By creating a mix of intimate soclal spaces and introspective nature experiences, this is the pertect place to
enjoy some time outside learning with peers. The Range uses sustainable principles and demonstrates a strong un- Seots Creek
derstanding of the natural systems of Swanton Ranch by implementing regenerative landscape technigues and using ’ Drainage Fath |
materials/principles that will ensure longevity of the site and Its resources. On a typical day at the Range, you will see 0-2%
students studying, exploring, dining, and enjoying thelir stay at Swanton Pacific Ranch. 2-5%
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Create an educational environment that fosters creativity and exploration. Immersive outdoor rooms that offer a mix of introspective and soclal
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5 e » A design that is inclusive and welcomes everybody with open arms Existing Greenhouse
i-....... C1egtes a welcoming entrance to Swanton Pacific ranch that educates
: and orlents visitors to the site. v » Creates a fun environment for students to ding, study, and explore
""""""" > A design that warks with ecological processes of site and representsa ™ Uses materials and encological principles that ensure longevity of the
strong understanding of Swanton Ranch and 1ts ecological value. Site and It's resources. Sun Path
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The Homestead Is a refuge for the visiting students of Swanton Pacific Ranch. Students will notjust live on the
ranch, but will be fully iImmersed in the natural world around them. By living side by side with nature, students are
encouraged to learn through the site and through the sustainable practices that are on display and demonstration,
-ocusing first on the ecological processes of the site, we are able to create a place that uses sustainable practices
that can be taught and passed on to others outside of the ranch. Ultimately, the Homestead is a place where stu-
dents can come back after a long day of trekking through Swanton Pacific Ranch and feel welcomed and comfort-
able in the natural world around them.
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o » (Create communal space for students
R » Provide leisure space
— > [ncorporate natural features in design

------------- > Manage debris flow
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""""""" > [Jse educational signage around site

— > Work with existing systerns rather than

- Objectives

A > (reate g welcoming and comiortable haven for visiting students to reside,

A > [ake advantage of the surrounding environment to create an Immersive experience,
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Scotts Creek Marsh 1s located at the base of the Scotts Creek watershed, where the creek meets the ocean. The marsh acts as an estuary °r
making 1t an extremely diverse ecosystem, housing countless types of wildlife and plant species, The marsh borders scenic HWY 1, however, the

Site Boundary

. . C - . . . . . 4
current bridge that goes over the river mouth 1s In poor condition beyond repair, according to the California Department of Transportation,
Therefore, CalTrans has developed an entire redesign plan. This includes the construction of a new, larger bridge /0 feet inland from where 1t 1s N
now but also reverting the creek’s route to that of the original route from 1925 - the natural route,
Existing Roads, Paths, & Scotts Creek
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- Brand the marsh as the hub of ecological exploration at Swanton Pacific Ranch 200
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AMALGAMATION: The Act of Mixing
The natural process that the marsh design highlights is called amalgamation, meaning the process of mixing o AHNELTRIU AR
An estuary Is an ecosystem that combines not only the mixing of water, florg, and fauna, but also
ties several types of ecosystems together, Going along with the overall theme of Nature's Embrace, RECTORED EARMLAND TO WOODLAND
the marsh design moves to symbolize the mixing and combining of all types of ecosystems s
¥ . o BRIDGE OVER SCOTTS CREEK
at Swanton Pacific Ranch. Therefore, both the user and the marsh itself are embraced by the
contemplative paths that end in a soft crescendo of bird blind hallways and framed O LONTEMPLATIVE MEAOW PATH
viewing platforms. In doing so, encouraging the user to stop and be fully o DOCK IN SCOTTS CREEK, FOR RESEARCH ONLY
immersed and embraced by nature,
o WOODLAND WILDLIFE VIEWING DECK
O Existing Topography, gray (10 contours)
O Proposed Topography, white (10" contours)
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