PROGRAM

GOAL

create a fully functional

studio space for a ceramicist
OBJECTIVE 1

provide work tables

OBJECTIVE 2

provide necessary tools

. sheltered kiln area

. storage shelving

. glazes

. brushes

. sculpting tools

. pottery wheel and stool
GOAL

provide a space where the user can retreat to during the
waiting process

OBJECTIVE 1

allocate space for a stone fireplace
. fireplace

. seating

OBJECTIVE 2

accommodate the user’s Huskies

. nook for huskies

OBJECTIVE 2

create a display area

. shelving

. seating

GOAL

easily transport pottery from workspace to kiln/glazing
area

OBJECTIVE 1

create smooth pathways to accommodate rolling carts
. smooth paving

. cleared pathways

. wide pathways

OBJECTIVE 2

consider the user’s mobility
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HOBBYIST STATEMENT

The hobbyist is a man who spent his younger years operating heavy machinery on an Alaskan
oil rig. In his free time, he would go ice fishing with his buddies or lounge by the roaring fire
in his rustic home, tossing scraps of his carnivorous meals on the floor for his pack of Huskies
to snatch up. After retirement in his late 70s, and with two missing fingers he finds his mind
wandering to the horrors of his work on the oil rig. To keep his calloused hands and his mind
occupied, he turned to ceramics. Whether he is throwing his pieces on the wheel or hand-
building, his sculptures are surprisingly delicate. He enjoys sculpting tiny birds or fish, which
he gifts to his grandchildren. Ceramics allowed him to have a close relationship with his
grandchildren and an outlet for his haunting memories. Although he has some visitors, he still
finds peace in solace listening to the crackling of a fire or the snores of his dogs.

CONCEPT STATEMENT

The garden for a ceramicist is a rustic, wooded space designed to accommodate each step of
the ceramics process, as well as the unique desires of the client. The garden will have a step-
by-step layout to support the wet process, the dry process, the firing process, and the glazing
process. Additionally, multi-use areas will be included for the client to find inspiration and
relax while his work is drying or being fired. The design will include large, sturdy tables for the
wet and dry stages, a pottery wheel, a sheltered kiln area with open airflow, and a well-lit area
for glaze-work. While the hobbyist is waiting between steps, he can lounge in his seating area,
which will include a large, stone fireplace, cozy seating options, and a nook for his Huskies.
Alternatively, if the hobbyist wants to browse his work, he can visit the display area, where

his ceramic sculptures will be hung. To match the client’s rugged shell but delicate center,

the garden will share the same rugged and sturdy exterior, with small, delicate details woven
throughout the space.

PROCESS

Through the use of AI, I was able to create images with a text-to-image tool. Using my original
eidetic image as a style reference, I input several different prompts into AI. Originally, I was
having a difficult time finding images that matched the concept I had visioned in my head.

I found it most helpful to provide less specific prompts so AI would create images closest

to the style reference I provided. When I used many descriptors, I input words like pottery,
clay, ceramics, rugged, wooded, but at the same time, wanted a delicate touch. I found that

I preferred the eidetic image I created without AI, but appreciated the use of Al to generate
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Elements Size Materials Notes

Work area 10" x 15' Wood tables, concrete paving | Sturdy tables for wedging,
washable surface

Sheltered kiln area 12' x 12’ Wood, metal Ventilation, include fan and
fire-safe materials

Storage shelving 2" x4’ Wood Drying shelt and shelving for
tools and glazes

Wheel/stool 3y ' Mixed materials Located on pavement that
can be cleaned easily

Fireplace 4'x 4' Stone, wood, pavers Locate where smoke will not
interfere with work area

Seating area 10’ x 10’ Water-resistant cloth, wood Comfortable, large chairs

Husky nook 6'x 6' Wood Resting and napping area

Display area 10' x 15’ Pavers, wood shelving Viewing garden

Display shelving 2" x4 Wood Decorative shelves, sturdy
enough to hold heavy pottery

Display seating 2'x 3 Water-resistant cloth, wood Comfortable, large chairs

Planting area 10"’ x 8’ Native plants Choose plants with good

sound and aroma

. i Pine, sturdy branches to han
Tree cover About 20’ diameter Native y g
pottery
Pathways 5' wide Ceramic tile Smooth enough to transport

pottery
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INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
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During the Summer, the backyard undergoes mainly full sun _ //]“Tr P e 2 water will run along the back of the fence, and pool in the Northwestern corner.
radiating from the center of the property, with part sun and little p 7/ 2 \\ | This area will be wet and shady, so a planting area would be helpful here to soak
part shade in the corners and along the fence-line. In the Winter, - 7 4 e g
the yard again experiences full sun in the center of the space, with
part sun also in the center and part shade along the North end of the
area. Full shade can be seen on the South side of the lot. During Fall
and Spring, part sun is seen in the center, with part shade along the
edges of the yard and full shade along the North and South walls of
the property. 7

full sun partsun part shade full shade

water. The middle of the backyard experiences the most sun and the most wind. The
East and West sides of the backyard will be the most optimal spaces for the work
area since they are more temperate regions with minimal wind, sun, and water flow.
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CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT

Through the site inventory and analysis, I was able to make educated decisions about the conceptual development of the site. The hydrology, shade patterns, wind, and circulation all influence the site and the client’s comfort. Due to my
clients needs and the conditions of the site, there were several necessary components to contain in the site. These include a planting area to soak water, large trees to shade the intense heat in the center of the site, and a sheltered kiln area,
among other elements.

ALTERNATIVE ONE

For the first alternative, I wanted to address my client’s need
for a separation between the work area and the “play” area.
The fireplace lounge and display garden are located first,
with the display and inspiration area as a transition to the
work area, and finally the work area, with a separate kiln
space. To connect each space, there is a central path that
allows the client to easily travel between areas.
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ALTERNATIVE TWO

For alternative two, I wanted to focus on separating the
spaces more and add interest with vertical walls. One of
my client’s wishes was to have an area to retreat to during
the “waiting” stages of the ceramic process. In this case, my 7 T3
client can lounge around the fire pit, in the pottery garden, % : S 1 SN () : [ A AN 7 &A; TN \N;
or in the display area. When he’s sculpting pottery, he can = ) A L ) ' \ /2Ry ”"T" e \@§ Ve 2
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harsh sun conditions in the center of the site, I planted large N

trees for shade cover.
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DESIGN STUDIES
FIGURE GROUND  ENCLOSURE
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HARDSCAPLE STRAITEG

DECOMPOSED GRANITE | Cortaderia selloana EiL;“s(e)zgaIiIrsus
PATHWAY - [ RS NATURAL
I el Sl %] STONE WALL
" ? ) . FALSE GOATS BEARD
RED DIANTHUS Astilbe biternata
Dianthus caryophyllus
TEAK ROOT BENCHES —— CONCRETE IVY HEDGE ALUMRO‘OT ’
, Heuchera ‘Orange Marmalade
Hedera helix
CANNA LILY
POTTERY YELLOW DAYLILY Canna indica “Purpurea”
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PLANTING STRATEGY

PAMPAS GRASS

Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus

WHEEL AND
GREY BRICK PAVERS ;/'VI‘?)%IiEN
FALSE YUCCA Tabebuis heterophylla
Hesperaloe parviflora Py

\ MARINE

| PLYWOOD BOSNIAN PINE
Pinus heldreichii

GRAY FLAGSTONE NEW ZELQIX];(
PAVERS ¥

WOODEN
SHELVES

REDWOOD CHAIRS

CRUSHED
GRAVEL

STONE FIRE PIT
CLAY DISPLAY

Phorium tenax

BURNING BUSH
Euonymus alatus

BOXWOOD
Buxus sempervirens

BOUGAINVILLEA
Bougainvillea spectabilis

ROYAL POINCIANA
Delonix regia

MEXICAN FEATHERGRASS
Nassella tenuissima

BEGONIA
Begonia cucullata

POT

PINE BARK

0 8 16 N 0) 8) 16)

CONCEPT STATEMENT ~ MOOD BOARD CONCEPT STATEMENT

The hardscape of the site aims to accommodate the hobbyist’s range of needs. The planting strategy of the site produces a firey array of colors to spread the
These include the hobby of ceramics itself, as well as the client’s appreciation theme of warmth and fire. Bright orange and red varieties of plants are used
for fire. To create a smooth and easy work process, concrete will be used in throughout the area. Royal Poinciana trees add a spark of red to the site while also
all work areas so the client can easily transport his artwork from the work providing shade during the summer. To contrast with the rugged stone wall, ivy
area, to the kiln, to the display area. Stone is incorporated throughout the plants are used as a hedge layer beneath the wall, integrated with pops of color
site to encompass the client’s rugged exterior. Natural stone walls are used and texture with bright reds and swaying grasses. A technique of layering plants
for a sense of enclose while working, but the decomposed nature of the wall is used in the planting strategy. This blend of bright yellows, firey oranges, and
allows the ceramicist to appreciate alternative viewsheds, including the fire deep reds is emphasized with accent plants which contrast the hardscape, or add
pit, display area, or garden. Flagstone pavers are used for the fire pit area to new textures. These accent plants include the Bougainvillea or the Pampas Grass.
tie together the style of the stone walls. Redwood chairs contrast with the Through the planting strategy, aesthetics and function are both important factors,
gray stones and enhance the color there of fire. Clay elements including a and both are used in the site.
clay fire pit and clay pots are used throughout the backyard to communicate
the hobby of ceramics.
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