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The Bylo Bindery in Shakespeare Press Museum
by Brian P. Lawler
In September, 2016 I was contacted by Debe Bylo, a resident of Ventura, to offer
her late husband’s book bindery equipment to Cal Poly.
I met Mrs. Bylo at her “summer home” in Morro Bay, and I picked up a couple of
small items that she had there to bring to the museum. Later in the year I rented
a box truck with a hydraulic lift, and I traveled to Mrs. Bylo’s home in Ventura
to get the rest of her late husband’s equipment. There, I picked up several small
book presses, hundreds of yards of bookbinding cloth, a very large foot operated
shear for cutting book board, and many boxes of bookbinder’s supplies.
Mr. John Bylo had been a commercial bookbinder for many years, doing fine
book work as a side job in addition to his work as an engineer.
Mr. Bylo died of cancer in the spring of 2013, leaving his family to sort out his
collection of hand bound books and his book binding equipment.
In the year after acquiring the bookbinding equipment I worked with Robyn
Burns, our department technician, to get space behind the Shakespeare Press
Museum, then to have electricity installed for overhead lighting. Then we
purchased six large work benches and installed them in the space. Over the fall
and into the early winter the electricians installed conduits and lights, and by
late January we had power to make the bindery work.
And, on Tuesday, February 14, students enrolled in Professor Donegan’s Book
Design Technology class (GrC 439) walked into the new space to learn about hand
bookbinding. It was crowded, but very effective. The new bindery served its first
class of students, and soon the tables were filled with books being pressed under
the weight of bricks while the glue dried their covers to the book blocks inside.
Since the arrival of the equipment in 2016 I haver restored two of the antique
book presses (two more to go!), making them functional again – and beautiful.
We now have six small book presses – large enough for a book with a 12-inch
spine to be clamped – and two very large book presses that can handle books
up to 24 inches in spine length.

We have cataloged the supplies and equipment, and have arranged it into a
nice working space now.

Students bind loose copies of RJPGAC journals
and magazines

In winter quarter I worked with UGS Bindery Manager Jessica Rose to bind a
sample edition of magazines as a test of the feasibility of setting up UGS as a
bindery service to bind the many (many!) loose magazines in the Raymond J.
Prince collection. As you can see in several of our classrooms, we have unbound
editions of many magazines. Those need to be bound into six-month or annual
volumes, and the Bylo Bindery will be the setting for that to happen.
In the coming weeks we will be receiving a Smyth book sewing machine, a longterm loan from the California State Office of Printing. That machine, an antique
that still works, will be placed in the museum and will become an integral part
of the bindery operations. Having a book sewing machine will also complement
Prof. Donegan’s GrC 439 class work. We will be able to offer a machine-sewn
book work as a demonstration to her students.
Continued on page 4

From the Desk of Gary Field
by Gary G. Field Emeritus Professor, Cal Poly Graphic Communication
Reconfiguring Displayed Materials
Shifts in the department’s educational focus,
together with newly donated books, have led to
a minor reshuffling of materials in the RJPGAC. The
primary driver of this adjustment was the arrival of
books from the Castle Press. This extensive donation
was mentioned in the last newsletter, and is the
subject of a feature story in this edition.

Castle Press

An entire sales and marketing management shelf
rack has been established within the department’s
primary section of the RJPGAC - the Resource Room.
Many of our graduates are hired for sales, customer
service and related positions involving interpersonal
communication and assessing customer needs. The
books in this section, some of them timeless classics,
provide useful insights that supplement classroom
instruction.
Another trove of Castle Press books is located in the
Preucil research room under the new “Print Quality
and Creativity” section. Many of these books are
“best of” annuals that cover all aspects of graphic
design. These are supplemented by an extensive
collection of paper sample books that exhibit
hundreds of images, special enhancements and
clever features. Folding carton designs are well
represented.

Richard S. Fisch Imaging
Science and Technology
Collection

The books and journals donated by Dick and Lois
Fisch comprise the largest subset of the RJPGAC.
Dick Fisch’s extensive collection of photographic
and imaging science and technology publications
have been supplemented by optical science
journals from the GATF-Wadewitz library, and inkjet imaging publications from Arthur Diamond’s
personal collection. The transition from silver halide
photographic technology to electrophotographic
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and electrostatic-driven technologies is captured
within the single room which is dedicated to the
Richard S. Fisch collection. Traditional printing
technologies are also represented, including those
materials from the collection of printing industry
scientist, Dr. Albert R. Materazzi. Other locations
within the department also house books from Dick’s
collection: his TAGA Proceedings are in the Preucil
Research Room, and some special photographic
science books are housed in a secure cabinet within
the Resource Room.

Honoring Some Research
Pioneers

A section within the Resource Room is identified
at present as “The LTF Offset Lithography Archive”.
We plan to rename it “The Michael H. Bruno Offset
Lithography Archive” to honor Mike Bruno who
was known around the world as “Mr. Lithography”.
Mike led the Lithographic Technical Foundation’s
research efforts that were instrumental in
converting a temperamental lithographic process
into the printing industry’s dominant technology.
The bound journals in this archive include National
Lithographer, Modern Lithography, Litho Printer,
Australian Lithographer, and Litho Week.
A photograph and brief biography of Mike will be
mounted in the lithographic archive area of the
Resource Room. A photograph of Dick Fisch, with a
brief biography, will be mounted in the room which
houses the Fisch collection.

Coursework-Focused Resource
Material

The Resource Room area of the RJPGAC is almost
constantly filled with students. They work on
their computers, on group projects, and pursue
their studies. The shelved materials in this room
have been chosen to best serve the immediate
coursework needs of our students.
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Apart from the previously mentioned addition of
sales and marketing books from Castle Press, the
“general industry” shelves of the holdings have
been updated. The newspaper section was greatly
reduced to reflect the fact that we no longer offer
specific courses which address this segment of the
industry. The removed materials will be consigned
to our “archived materials” area and will always be
available, but they will no longer occupy prime
Resource Room shelf space.
A new section on “Specifications and Standards” will
be added. Some of these publications in this area
have been relocated from the Preucil Research Room.
They have been augmented by documentation from
my collection which was accumulated during many
years of service on standards and specifications
committees.
The packaging section will be expanded. Cal Poly
has been involved in packaging since the 1970s and
has a specific “concentration” within our major. This
industry segment includes folding carton, label,
flexible and corrugated product sub-sections.
Packaging has always been an area of steady growth
for the printing industry. Apart from the Wadewitz
Library holdings, we also have folding carton and
label-related books from Castle Press, as well as
donated publications from Dr. Nelson R. Eldred. Dr.
Eldred’s contributions, direct and indirect, deserve
special recognition.

Nelson R. Eldred

Nelson Eldred’s direct contributions to the RJPGAC
include financial assistance and the donation of
books. Indirectly, many of the materials in our
collection were authored or compiled by him. These
include the definitive work, “Package Printing”, the
updated classic, “What the Printer Should Know
About Ink”, “Chemistry for the Graphic Arts”, and
Continued on page 4

The Castle Press Donation
by Gary G. Field Emeritus Professor, Cal Poly Graphic Communication
Last year, trucks rolled up to our building’s loading
dock with the largest book donation received since
the initial GATF-Wadewitz library shipment. Two
palettes were stacked with boxes of books, and
another two supported mysterious large containers.
These materials were from Castle Press of Pasadena,
California. More specifically, they were donations
from George and Susan Kinney, who recently retired
as owners of Castle Press.
Susan Kinney was well known to us. Her “outstanding
dedication to the industry” was recognized by the
award to her in 1993 of the prestigious Naomi Berber
Award by the Graphic Arts Technical Foundation.
Castle Press had the reputation of being a company
which really believed in the training and education of
its employees. This devotion was apparent when we
started opening the boxes of books. Borrowing slips,
cataloging codes, multiple copies of technical books,
training modules, instructor manuals; they were
all there. Other books addressed personal finance,
motivation, management practice, creativity, art
and design, and more. Castle Press clearly took
the overall development of their employees well
beyond the acquisition of technical skills needed
for a particular job. I regret that I never got to visit
Castle Press to see how a dedicated learning process
created a most successful business.
My “From the Desk of …” column details how some
of the Castle Press materials have been shelved.
The management and design books beautifully
complement the tech-heavy Wadewitz collection.
A number of excellent technical books were
discovered and added to our collection. As might be
expected, however, we already had copies of most of
the technical books, especially those published by
GATF. The training modules, and the like, while not
directly relevant to the education of our students,
represent a historical archive that may provide useful
insights for researchers. Most likely, those particular

materials will reside in the archival storage area on
our lower floor. The duplicated books are another
matter. Space is at a premium, so disposal of excess
books is a challenge we face. Ideally, we would
like them to find a “home” at other colleges and
educational institutions. Above all, we want them
in the hands of institutions or individuals who can
benefit from the knowledge and wisdom of the
industry’s top authors. We welcome any inquiries
from those who may have a need, or who know
others with a potential interest.
What about the two “mysterious large containers”
I mentioned at the start? We opened them during
last summer’s break and were pleased to discover
an informative and inspiring collection of framed

“Castle Press had the
reputation of being
a company which
really believed in the
training and education
of its employees.”
prints related to graphic arts themes. There was even
a replica of the Rosetta Stone! Our intent is to hang
as many as possible throughout our labs and other
spaces. The Electronic Prepress Laboratory will be
the first recipient some time this coming summer.
A future Newsletter will provide an update.
This wonderful donation by George and Susan will
continue to delight and inform students, faculty,
and others for years to come. We are very grateful
for their generosity and for the fine example they
have set for scholarship, enterprise and free inquiry
that have been the hallmarks of leading printers
over the centuries. n

Spring 2018

■

3

Farewell from Doug Epperson

As I complete my final year at Cal Poly, I find my mind drawn to a number of
highlights. One of these was the creation of the Raymond J. Prince Graphic
Arts Collection (RJPGAC). This collection, the largest of its kind in the country
and possibly the world, was driven by Ray’s vision, industry connections, and
financial support and assisted the by the contributions of materials and funds
from many people and the dedicated work of Gary Field, Harvey Levenson,
and Ken Macro. The RJPGAC is now a living entity in the Cal Poly Department
of Graphic Communication, enriching the lives of our students and available
to scholars and legal researchers from across the nation and world. I thank all
who have made this possible!
Douglas L. Epperson, Dean
College of Liberal Arts

Bylo, from page 1

And, our TAGA chapter has
expressed an interest in having
their annual technical journal
machine-sewn next year. Smyth
machines are used to this day
to sew the spines of every casebound book. Though the modern
machines are sleek and efficient,
this antique machine has the
same functionality, and is a
charming example of an older era.
What’s next? In addition to
offering the bindery space to our
GrC 439 students, the student
curators of the Shakespeare Press Museum will be learning bookbinding
techniques, and then offering to teach those skills to other students in our
program.
I envision the museum offering weekend bookbinding workshops to the
community using the Bylo Bindery. I envision bookbinding courses taught during
the summer, with specialist instructors coming in to teach these course to our
students and other members of the community. n

Reconfiguring, from page 2

an extensive glossary of terms for publication, commercial and package printing.
Nelson also was the project manager responsible for the 30+ Techno-Economic
Forecasts which were published by the Graphic Arts Technical Foundation during a
period of rapidly-changing industry technologies. He wrote a number of sections
within these reports. We have a full set within the RJPGAC.
Nelson and I both joined the research staff of GATF in Pittsburgh during 1970.
Our offices were next to each other and we travelled together (with Charles
Shapiro) to present quality control workshops in the US, England and Canada.
Nelson’s Ph.D. was from the Pennsylvania State University in chemistry. He
headed the GATF Chemistry Research Division, which was primarily concerned
with ink-paper printability issues as they related to the lithographic printing
process. As GATF’s technical research neared completion, he was appointed

Inquiries about potential donations

Please contact the Graphic Communication department before shipping any
material. Department staff will then work with you to determine the most
appropriate disposition of the material.
We will need an inventory of books to be donated in order to determine if
duplicates exist.
Contact for potential collection donations:
805.756.1108
Ken Macro, GrC Department Chair • kmacro@calpoly.edu
Dave Cohune, CLA Advancement • dcohune@calpoly.edu

manager of the Techno-Economic Division which
issued the aforementioned forecasts. In retirement,
he turned his formidable research and writing skills
to the revision of old and creation of new textbooks.
Thousands of industry professionals and students have
greatly benefited from his publications.
Nelson was one of the most enthusiastic and energetic
individuals I ever met. His devotion to the research and
educational needs of the industry was inspiring. It was
Nelson R. Eldred
only after I wrote the previous paragraph that I decided
to check on Nelson. I learned, sadly, that he died earlier this year at the age of
96. His presence will be missed, but his written works live on. n

Transfer of ownership

To transfer ownership of the archival materials to Special Collections and
Archives, donors must sign a deed of gift. The deed of gift includes a brief
description of the material donated and can be customized to address the
individual donor’s needs. The donation becomes official once it is reviewed,
approved, and counter-signed by the Director of Special Collections and
Archives.

RJPGAC donations

To contribute to the RJPGAC fund, please send checks payable to Raymond
J. Prince Graphic Arts Collection to Dr. Ken Macro, Graphic Communication
Department, One Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA 93407-0381.
Graphic Communication Department
California Polytechnic State University
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407
805.756.1108
www.grc.calpoly.edu

