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We Lose a Friend,
Richard S. Fisch

A Diamond
is Forever

By Gary G. Field
Emeritus Professor,
Cal Poly Graphic Communication

By Harvey R. Levenson, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus and Former
Dept. Head
Cal Poly Graphic Communication
Department

Dick Fisch had been coping with illness for
some years and passed on, at the age of 84,
in September last year. We were saddened by
this news, not only because of the generous
contributions made by him and his wife Lois
to the RJPGAC, but also because he was a dear friend.
Dick was a Corporate Scientist (holder of over 40 patents) at 3M Corporation. He
had an outstanding career devoted to imaging technologies, specifically those
employed in the graphic arts.
Quite apart from his work at 3M, Dick was very active in professional society and
standards work. These less-glamorous tasks are performed by unsung heroes.
Dick not only served for years with the Technical Association of the Graphic Arts
(TAGA), including an unprecedented three years as President, he undertook the
monumental task of creating a searchable data base for all TAGA papers published
in their Proceedings. The Abstract book (1949-1994) he also assembled is of
immense value to researchers - one of the industry’s great publications. Dick’s
work drew the attention of those who recognize excellence: he received the
TAGA Honors Award and the GATF Robert F. Reed Technology Medal, as well as
internal recognition by 3M and by other outside organizations.
Dick and I also liked to collect books relative to imaging sciences, specifically
printing, photomechanics and color reproduction. Our reunions at TAGA
conferences were filled with talk of our latest projects as well as new (old)
books we had found. He was a good friend, and although we didn’t see each
other frequently, he was often in my thoughts. I think, at some level, we were
inspired (and a bit competitive!) by each other’s TAGA presentations: he made
22 to my 12.
The warmth of Dick’s personality was evident in the way he encouraged young
first-time TAGA presentations by 3M colleagues. He also took an interest in the
Student TAGA Chapters and the journals they published. He surely has touched
many people with his intellectual insights as well as his kindness. Our condolences
go to his wife Lois, their sons Alan and Eric, and to the extended family. n

In Cal Poly’s Graphic Communication
Department “a diamond” stands for
Art Diamond, a man, “larger than
life,” that has left us, but left Cal Poly
and our industry better places.
Art Diamond’s passing in 2016 is
not only a loss to an industry he
helped to build, but is also a loss to
humanity. With over 60-years in the
Art Diamond displays plaque announcing
graphic communication industry, Art the establishment of the Art Diamond
Diamond transformed and promoted Endowment at Cal Poly.
the toner, photoreceptor, and imaging
media industries through research,
development, and education. He accomplished this through the many companies
he worked for and influenced, and through the founding and successful growth
of the Diamond Research Corp.
An expert on dry toner technology and reprography with 15 U.S. patents and
approximately 100 published articles, Art Diamond was more of than a technical
expert. He was also an intellectual, a critical thinker, an educator, and a humanist.
Art Diamond was a “philosopher of imaging.” Not too long ago, his contribution
to the graphic communication field and to education was memorialized at Cal
Poly through:
1. The donation of the Art Diamond Imaging Library (his personal collection)
to the Graphic Communication Department Raymond J. Prince Graphic Arts
Collection.
The Graphic Communication Department is now the holder of one of the largest
collections of books, journals, and related documents on inkjet, toner, and
photoreceptor technology.
continued on page 3

From the Desk of Gary Field
by Gary G. Field Emeritus Professor, Cal Poly Graphic Communication
The Ongoing Installation of the RJPGAC
Significant progress has been made regarding the
installation of materials into the RJPGAC. There
are three relevant areas: shelving within the
department, the main University library, and a
storage area, again within the department.
Shelving has now been installed within the
Department’s Electronic Prepress Laboratory,
known simply as the EPL. This is a secure room,
filled with computer terminals and in heavy use for
instructional purposes. When not in use, a keypad
and key system controls access.
The materials installed in the EPL are unbound
journals and trade magazines. They are enclosed
in supportive metal units with identifying cards,
and placed on shelves that span the room. Our
intent is to have these publications bound and,
to this end, we have received a donation of the
equipment needed for this task. This will be an inhouse undertaking: students will be trained, and
the job will begin. Having the journals displayed the
way they are greatly helps identify short and long
run periodicals, and to assess their relative priority
for binding. In the meantime, it takes only a brief
time for anyone seeking a particular publication to
scan the shelves.
The other major shelving advance within the
department was the doubling of shelves in
the instructional space used by our Graphic
Communication Institute. The prior designation
for the part of the collection housed here was “The
Richard S. Fisch Photographic Science and Technology
Collection”. The newly-expanded capacity has led to
replacing the word “Photographic” with “Imaging”.
Most photographic science types of journal
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changed their title to reflect this shift in imaging
from silver-halide technology to the silicon-chip
and electrophotographic technologies that are in
common use today. Some of the material (which
deals with inkjet imaging) donated by Art Diamond
has been relocated to this room. As an aside, this
room has been generously refurbished at least twice
by the R.R. Donnelley Company, and is known within
the department as the Donnelley Room. Prior to its
present seminar-type function, it was a dedicated
color proofing and quality control lab. Yes, we had
3M proofing systems within the room, so Dick Fisch’s
books should feel at home!

“It was inspiring to see the
complete set of Penrose
Annuals from Frank
Preucil’s collection united
once again on shelves.”
The Special Collections Department at Cal Poly’s
Robert E. Kennedy Library (REKL) received about
80 boxes of “rare” books from the Wadewitz library
collection. These, initially, were spread out on
the floor of a “vault” area with strict temperature
control. Since then, a rolling rack of shelves has been
installed in this area, primarily for other materials
from the REKL collection, but with ample space for
the Wadewitz rare material. I recently had occasion
to look for a particular publication that I thought
might be there. The materials are neatly arrayed
as they were removed from the boxes. Access
(which is tightly restricted at present) was easy.
It was inspiring to see the complete set of Penrose
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Annuals from Frank Preucil’s collection united once
again on shelves. The REKL has a number of projects
underway at present, so the RJPGAC materials they
hold are not yet a top priority, but should the need
arise, they are now accessible. In any case, a general
assessment that I made made with Frank Romano
about two years ago revealed that more than
one-half the materials were more “ordinary” (thus
available elsewhere) than “rare”.
The final area concerns those materials still in boxes.
We were given some permanent extra space (a rarity
in a State University!) for storage of boxes we had
to hastily remove from another on-campus storage
space. We had a door installed in the new room so
it could be directly accessed from the Department’s
floor 1 level, a space largely devoted to storage.
Metal racks were installed, and the boxes were
nicely accommodated. Prior to moving the boxes,
a general evaluation was made to ensure that they
did not contain “high priority” items that should be
on level 2 teaching area shelves. The sorting and
subsequent logistics were not exhaustive. A more
leisurely evaluation will be needed, and to this
end we have a rolling metal sorting table to assist,
together with a rolling hydraulic lift cart.
There is still plenty of work to do. Disposal of
multiple copies, some of which have arrived postWadewitz, will be a challenge. Nothing will be done
in a hasty manner. Now, fortunately, we have all the
materials that make up the RJPGAC in secure spaces,
and most of the collection is accessible, some more
readily than others, but all more so than used to be
the case. n

Diamond, from page 1

2. The establishment of the Art Diamond Cal Poly
Graphic Communication Endowment, supporting:
• Scholarships for students pursuing careers in
graphic communication science, technology,
and management.
• Graphic communication seminars, workshops,
and conferences on the technology of toners,
photoreceptors, inkjet, and digital imaging.
• Graphic communication research, testing,
product evaluations, and other industry
services in inkjet, toners, photoreceptors,
and related areas.
Art Diamond’s career touched nearly every part
of the graphic communication and imaging
industries. He influenced the development of film
coatings, adhesive bonding, electrophotography,
monochrome and color toners, bio-toners, as well
as inkjet inks, and photoreceptors. Art Diamond was
a research scientist at Kodak, brought his wisdom
to Litton Industries, influenced the development
of technology at the Bruning Company, Xerox
Corporation, Meade Paper Company, and he became
the Chief Chemist at Teautograph. He then formed
the Diamond Research Corporation where his first
clients were the likes of Ricoh, Singer, and other top
companies developing digital imaging technology.
Art Diamond was also named President of the
Consulting Chemists Association.

A Diamond is Forever,
and So is an Endowment!
The graphic communication industry now has an
opportunity to become part of the Art Diamond
legacy in helping to educate the industry’s future
leadership and to grow a very important field
serving the information needs of our society.

A Note From the Chair of the Graphic Communication Department
As the chair of the Graphic Communication Department, it is an honor
and a privilege to have this collection reside in the confines our our
department. Over the past year, we have shelved thousands of periodicals,
journals, and books throughout classrooms, laboratories, and our newly
designated Raymond J. Prince Graphic Arts Collection Room and Frank
Preucil Room.
This collection is vast, and over time, to be complete and up-to-date. A new RJPGAC Society
has been formed, consisting of students and faculty who will champion the maintenance and
expansion of the collection. Materials will be available to students, scholars, researchers, and the
community alike. As we progress, there are long-term plans to digitize much of the content and
to publish a catalog showcasing it.
So, to all of the donors who have supported (and continue to support) this collection, I thank you.
Our future is founded upon a rich history of innovation and perseverance. Through the preservation
of this collection, we can be comforted in remembering yesterday and ready to begin tomorrow.
Should you find yourself in the San Luis Obispo, California area anytime soon, please know that
there is an open invitation to stop in and visit. We would be honored.
Warm regards,

Ken Macro, PhD
Professor and Chair
Graphic Communication Department
California Polytechnic State University
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407
805-756-2257
kmacro@calpoly.edu
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The Importance of Knowledge, Luck and Friends
by Raymond J. Prince Printing Consultant

Observation #2 – The collection of books, written
materials, and historical items for the museum is
growing. Donations of material of all types continue
to come in, and the collection is focused. So many
“museums” take everything and anything and
become a mish mash of items rather than having a
clear mission/concept.

Observation #4 – Donations of money are still
coming in. Yes, we are still accepting money!

Observation #7 – The “TRIBE” is alive and well.
The positive environment created by Ken Macro is
exciting to say the least. Aristotle, when commenting
on the youth of the day, said, (paraphrased) “The
youth of today are lost.” If he could see the students
at Cal Poly he would be excited and happy for the
youth of today. They are the future, and the future
is bright.

Observation #5 – I talked with Frank Romano’s
students and gave them some insights for the book
the class is producing on Mike Bruno. What bright
students Cal Poly is blessed with. The next day after
the chat, several students turned in excellent written
pages of remarks that I made on Mike Bruno that
will be used in the book.

Where do we go from here? Well, bigger is better.
We are actively seeking more publications and
documents. Money is nice but collections of books
and materials are even better. Please spread the
word that we are looking to grow what is now
the largest graphic arts collection of its kind in
the world. n

Observation #3 – The Shakespeare Press Museum,
focused on letterpress printing, is better organized
and is expanding in scope.

In January of 2017 I had the opportunity to
participate in the International Printing Week
program at Cal Poly, participate in Frank Romano’s
class, spend time in the library, talk with students
and attend the banquet. I would like to share with
you my observations on the visit.
Observation #1 – I was pleased to see that the
Resource Room is being used on a daily basis for
study and not as a break room. It is a quiet place to
read, write, study, and use the extensive collection
of books.

Diamond, from page 3

“LARGER THAN LIFE,” Art Diamond is broadcast live to a 2015
imaging and toner conference in Las Vegas, Nevada USA

For how to participate, contact Cal Poly’s Graphic
Communication department and become part
of the initiatives honoring the lifetime work of
Art Diamond.
Graphic Communication Department
California Polytechnic State University
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407
805.756.1108
www.grc.calpoly.edu n
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students and faculty as opposed to many universities
where the publications are in the main library across
campus. Essentially what is happening at Cal Poly is
immersion in knowledge.

Observation #6 – More and more of the books
and publications are being placed in the various
classrooms and labs in the Graphic Communication
Department. The resources are readily available to

Inquiries about potential donations

Please contact the Graphic Communication department before shipping any material. Department staff
will then work with you to determine the most appropriate disposition of the material.
We will need an inventory of books to be donated in order to determine if duplicates exist.
Contact for potential collection donations:
805.756.1108
Ken Macro, GrC Department Chair • kmacro@calpoly.edu
Dave Cohune, CLA Advancement • dcohune@calpoly.edu

Transfer of ownership

To transfer ownership of the archival materials to Special Collections and Archives, donors must sign a
deed of gift. The deed of gift includes a brief description of the material donated and can be customized
to address the individual donor’s needs. The donation becomes official once it is reviewed, approved,
and counter-signed by the Director of Special Collections and Archives.

RJPGAC donations

To contribute to the RJPGAC fund, please send checks payable to Raymond J. Prince Graphic Arts
Collection to Dr. Ken Macro, Graphic Communication Department, One Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo,
CA 93407-0381.
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