
Cambrian–Ordovician extinction event
The Cambrian–Ordovician extinction event
occurred approximately 488 million years ago
(m.y.a.). This early Phanerozoic Eon extinction
event eliminated many brachiopods and
conodonts, and severely reduced the number of
trilobite species. The Period in the Cambrian
extinction in which most of the extinction
occurred was the Caerfai Period.

It was preceded by the less-documented (but
probably more extensive) End-Botomian
extinction event around 517 million years ago
and the Dresbachian extinction event about 502
million years ago.

The Cambrian–Ordovician event ended the
Cambrian Period, and led into the Ordovician
Period in the Paleozoic Era.
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Glaciation
Depletion of oxygen in marine waters
Flood basalt event (Kalkarindji large igneous province, Australia) [1]

Soft-body fossils with morphology characteristic of the Cambrian have been uncovered in Morocco,
dated 20 million years post-extinction. The paper suggests that Cambrian species persisted into the mid-
Paleozoic and that the Cambrian-Ordovician extinction is instead the result of a gap in the stratigraphic
record, with organic remains preserved where conditions were agreeable.[2]

The blue graph shows the apparent percentage (not the
absolute number) of marine animal genera becoming
extinct during any given time interval. It does not
represent all marine species, just those that are readily
fossilized. The labels of the traditional "Big Five"
extinction events and the more recently recognised End-
Capitanian extinction event are clickable hyperlinks; see
Extinction event for more details. (source and image
info)
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End-Botomian extinction event, circa 517 m.y.a.
Dresbachian extinction event, circa 502 m.y.a.
Geologic time scale
Furongian, Late or Upper Cambrian period
Early Ordovician period
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Early Ordovician Climate (http://www.scotese.com/eordclim.htm)
Speculated Causes For the Cambrian Extinction (http://park.org/Canada/Museum/extinctio
n/camcause.html)
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