
English 512 Seminar in British Literary Periods 
Dr. Regulus L. Allen 

Fall 2009 
 

The Restoration and Eighteenth Century: An Age of Satire 
 
This class will survey most of the Restoration 
and eighteenth-century texts on the M.A. 
exam reading list as it considers the frequent 
identification of the period as an age of satire.  
Studying what these writers ridiculed will 
reveal what their society valued.  Each of the 
course’s authors was a master of the fine art 
of mockery.  Their victims ranged widely 
from particular individuals to certain types, 
and they often targeted English society or the 
human race in general.  The course will 
examine some of the ancient forms of satire, 
such as works by Horace and Juvenal, which 
these neoclassical writers carefully emulated, 
and we will also consider how these 
eighteenth-century parodists have influenced 
modern forms of political and personal satire, 
such as the Daily Show and The Simpsons.   

 
Office Hours: Mondays 2:10-4pm,  Tuesdays 4:10-5pm,  Wednesdays 2:10-4pm,  and by appointment 
Office: 47-35R     Email: rlallen@calpoly.edu         Office Phone: (805)756-2398 
Furlough Days:       Mon 10/5       Thurs 10/15       Wed 11/4       Tues 11/24       Fri 12/4       Sat 12/12 
Due to the budget crisis, university employees must take unpaid days off.  On these days, faculty 
cannot teach class, hold office hours, answer e-mails, grade assignments, or do other academic work. 
 
Student Responsibilities 

Participation [15% of course grade]: Participation does not merely mean attending class but coming 
prepared for an in-depth discussion of the assigned reading.  Discussions work best if we are all willing 
to share our own impressions of the work but also stay respectful of others and their interpretations. 
 
Fifteen-minute presentation [10% of course grade]: Each student will sign up for a different day 
and discuss how the satire assigned for that day compares to an example from today’s popular culture.  
You will receive more information about this assignment and sign up for your texts in class. 
 
Four two-page critical papers [5% each, or 20% of course grade]: Each paper will require you to 
summarize and assess a critical article on one of the assigned works.  The paper is due to the course 
Blackboard before the class in which we finish discussing the text.  You will receive a selection of 
articles and more information on these papers in class. 
 
A ten- to twelve-page research paper [30% of course grade]: This essay will give you the 
opportunity to analyze a primary text of your choice.  If you wish, you can develop the paper from one 
of your critical assessment papers, but you must choose other literary criticism to discuss.  You will 
receive further information about this paper in class. 
 
Final Exam [25% of course grade]: In order to prepare you for the M.A. exam, the first seventy-five 
minutes of the course final will require you to write a well-constructed essay comparing the treatment 
of a given topic by four of the assigned authors.  The second part of the exam will require you to 
identify passages from the reading and discuss their artistic and thematic significance. 



Texts 
The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume C: The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century, 
8th edition.  ISBN 0-393-92719-9.  Page numbers from this edition are indicated on the Schedule of 
Readings.  The page numbers also correspond to those in the larger Volume 1 of the Norton 
Anthology, 8th edition. 
 
Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews/Shamela, Penguin Classics edition.  ISBN 0-140-43386-4. 
 
I prefer that you use the assigned edition because others will have textual variations, different  
footnotes, and different page numbers.  If you have never read Fielding’s novel, you might not want to  
read the back cover summary or introductory essay because they give away plot points.  You are,  
however, responsible for all endnotes 
 
I also recommend that you use an MLA style book, such as the MLA Handbook for Writers of  
Research Papers. 
 
Lastly, I recommend that you read actively, underlining significant passages and making comments in 
the margins about points that you find interesting or confusing.  You should also look up any words 
that you are unsure about in the Oxford English Dictionary and record brief definitions in the margins.  
Reading actively will increase your understanding of the text and better prepare you for class 
discussions and assignments. 
 
Absences and Late Work 

You are allowed one absence in this class; after that, each absence will subtract two points from your 
course grade.  Each time you miss a portion of the class will subtract one point from your course grade.   
Also, if you are absent on a day that you have a presentation, you will not be able to make up that 
assignment.  Late papers and assignments will be penalized one full grade for every 24-hour period, 
beginning from one minute after the time they are due. 
 
Plagiarism 
According to the seventh edition of the MLA Handbook, “Plagiarism involves two kinds of wrongs.  
Using another person’s ideas, information, or expressions without acknowledging that person’s work 
constitutes intellectual theft.  Passing off another person’s ideas, information, or expressions as your 
own to get a better grade or gain some advantage constitutes fraud” (52).  Any student who has 
plagiarized will receive a failing grade in this course and will be referred to the Office of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities for disciplinary action.  The university’s formal policy on academic 
dishonesty appears in the Campus Administrative Manual, Section 684.  Plagiarism can result in 
expulsion from the university, so if you are uncertain how to document your sources properly, please 
consult your MLA Handbook, or see me before you write the paper. 
 
Grading Policy 

On papers, work in the A range contains a sophisticated thesis that is supported by well organized and 
fully analyzed examples, and the writing is free of significant grammatical, mechanical, or stylistic 
errors.  Work in the B range usually has a strong thesis, but the supporting evidence is weaker than in 
an A paper.  B work might have some slight flaws in style but should not have serious sentence-level 
problems.  Work in the C range might have a relatively simple thesis, and supporting evidence is not 
thoroughly analyzed.  C work contains significant sentence-level errors.  Work in the D range lacks a 
thesis or does not follow the guidelines of the assignment.  D work contains enough sentence-level 
errors to make comprehension difficult.  Failing work does not meet any of the desired expectations 
discussed above.  In scoring, 93 or higher is an A, 90-92 is an A-, 86-89 is a B+, 83-85 is a B, 80-82 is 
a B-, 76-79 is a C+, etc. 



Schedule of Readings and Assignments 
Week One Wed 9/23 Introduction to course 
 
Week Two Mon 9/28 John Dryden, from An Essay of Dramatic Poesy (1668)  

[2083-84, 2125-29] 
  Dryden, “Mac Flecknoe” (1679-1682) [2111-17] 

 
Wed 9/30 William Congreve, The Way of the World (1700) [2226-28, 2228-61] 

 
Week Three Mon 10/5 Congreve, The Way of the World concluded [2261-2284] 

Furlough Day, class cancelled: You are responsible for the assigned 
material, but I cannot discuss it in lecture, office hours, or e-mails. 

 
Wed 10/7 Joseph Addison and Sir Richard Steele, The Spectator,  

Nos. 1 [on Blackboard], 2, 10, 11, 69, 62 (1711) [2468-70, 2470-85] 
 
Week Four Mon 10/12 Alexander Pope, An Essay on Criticism (1711) [2493-96, 2496-513] 

Pope, Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot (1735) [2548-59] 
 

Wed 10/14 Pope, The Rape of the Lock (1717) [2631-52] 
 
Week Five Mon 10/19 Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 1 (1726/1735)  

[2301-3, 2323-65] 
    

Wed 10/21 Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 2 [2365-2405] 
 
Week Six Mon 10/26 Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 3 [on Blackboard] 
 

Wed 10/28 Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 4 [2418-2462] 
  Swift, A Modest Proposal (1729) [2462-68] 

   
Week Seven Mon 11/2 Samuel Johnson, Rasselas, Chapters 1-32 (1759) [2664-66, 2680-2720] 
 

Wed 11/4 Johnson, Rasselas, Chapters 33-49 [2720-43] 
  Johnson, Rambler, No. 4 (1750) [2743-46] 

Furlough Day, class cancelled: You are responsible for the assigned 
material, but I cannot discuss it in lecture, office hours, or e-mails. 

 
Week Eight Mon 11/9 Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews, Book 1(1742) [45-118 in Penguin ed.] 
 

Wed 11/11 VETERAN’S DAY; no classes 
 
Week Nine Mon 11/16 Fielding, Joseph Andrews, Book 2 [119-199] 
 

Wed 11/18 Fielding, Joseph Andrews, Book 3 [200-274] 
 
Week Ten Mon 11/23 Fielding, Joseph Andrews, Book 4 [275-334] 
 

Wed 11/25 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY; no classes 
 
Week Eleven Mon 11/30 Richard Binsley Sheridan, The School for Scandal (1777)  

[on Blackboard, 3001-2, 3002-34] 
 

Wed 12/2 Sheridan, The School for Scandal concluded [on Blackboard, 3034-65] 
 

Thurs 12/3 Research Paper Due to the Course Blackboard before 4:00pm 
 
Finals Week Mon  12/7 Final Exam, 4:10pm-7:00pm:  Please bring blue books and pens. 


