
 

 

New Faculty Orientation 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017 

Kennedy Library (Bldg. 35) 

Purpose: To introduce new faculty of all ranks to Cal Poly’s culture and traditions,  
to connect you to fellow new faculty members, and to provide access to campus support resources. 

 

Time Activity Location 

8:30 – 9 am Continental Breakfast and Check in 

Kennedy 
Library      

(Bldg. 35) 

Second Floor  

 

9-9:15 am 
New Faculty Orientation Welcome 

Kathleen Enz Finken, Provost 

9:15-9:45am 

“Learn By Doing” – Cal Poly’s Signature Pedagogy 

Dawn Janke, Writing & Rhetoric Center, and Brian Greenwood, Experience 
Industry Management 

“Learn by Doing” is Cal Poly’s motto, but what does it really mean to incorporate 
Learn by Doing (LxD) in the classroom?  In this session you will learn about how 
LxD varies across disciplines and strategies for course design with LxD in mind. 

9:45 – 11am 

Advice From The Future You: Recently New Faculty Share Insights  

A panel of faculty peers hired in recent years answers your questions and 
provides insights and helpful perspectives on the challenges and opportunities 
that lie ahead in your teaching, scholarly work, and campus culture. 

11-11:20am 

The CTLT: Partners in Exemplary Teaching  

Patrick O’Sullivan, Director 

The Center for Teaching, Learning & Technology (CTLT) serves the entire campus 
community of educators. This session highlights the range of events, workshops, 
resources and services – all designed to support your success at a campus that 
holds high expectations about the quality of student learning. 

11:20-11:40am 

Kennedy Library: Partners in Exemplary Learning    

Tim Strawn, Interim Associate Dean 

Kennedy Library is the social and intellectual hub of the campus for both 
students and faculty. This session introduces the library’s Academic Services 
team and provides a brief overview of library services essential for faculty in 
their responsibilities and needs as both teachers and as scholars. 

11:40am-12pm 

Student Affairs: Partners in Supporting Students 

Kathleen McMahon, Dean of Students 

Student Affairs is a strategic partner in supporting faculty with a wide range of 
student success programs and services. We will have an overview of the most 
relevant services that new faculty should know before the first day of classes. 

 12 – 12:45pm Catered Lunch 
Kennedy 
Library 



  

Concurrent Sessions 

1-1:45pm 

CTLT Commons Room 209 Julian’s Lounge 35-202a 

Two Keys To Launching A 
Successful Course 

Patrick O’Sullivan, CTLT 

Launching your course in ways 
that engage and motivate 
students can help establish a 
positive culture for the rest of the 
quarter. This session describes 
how a “promising syllabus” and 
stimulating first-day activities can 
get your course off to a positive 
start. 

Introduction to PolyLearn, Cal 
Poly’s Learning Management 
System 

Tonia Malone, CTLT 

Introduction to PolyLearn (our 
Moodle-based online learning 
management system): setting up 
your courses, design basics, and 
PolyLearn support resources. 
Information about upcoming 
hands-on sessions and 
consultation services will be 
provided as well. 

Supporting Digital Creative, 
Research and 
Instructional Activities at 
Kennedy Library 

Brett Bodemer, Kennedy Library 

Learn about specialized resources 
and services that the library 
provides in support of all phases 
of digital scholarship, including 
discovery, creation, 
dissemination, and ways to 
incorporate digital tools and 
resources into instruction. 

1:45-2 pm Transition Time (15 minutes) 

2-2:45pm 

CTLT Commons Room 209 Julian’s Lounge 35-202a 

Zombie Myths about Writing 
Instruction                             
Dianna Winslow, CTLT 

Bring your metaphorical machetes 
and symbolic samurai swords 
to discuss writing ideas that need 
to die already! We'll strike down a 
the most pernicious —including 
the ones that keep us from talking 
about and teaching disciplinary 
writing in our disciplines and using 
writing as a profound tool for 
critical thinking. 

Resources for Launching Your 
Research Agenda 

Amy Velasco and Melissa Mullen, 
Research and Graduate Programs  

Learn about the resources, 
support, and guidelines for 
conducting research at Cal Poly to 
get your scholarly career off to a 
strong start. 

Destination: Online Teaching & 
Learning!  

Catherine Hillman, CTLT  

Discuss the roadmap and 
milestones toward charting a 
successful launch for your online, 
flipped and hybrid course. See 
the CSU’s goals for online 
teaching in the next few years, 
and survey the CTLT resources 
and support for your successful 
online journey. 

2:45-3pm Transition Time (15 minutes) 

 CTLT Commons Room 209 Julian’s Lounge 35-202a 

3-3:45pm 

How To Contribute To A More 
Inclusive Campus: Accessibility 
and Affordability Support 

Pam Daugherty and Luanne Fose, 
CTLT 

Learn about resources and 
support to help identify and 
create accessible and affordable 
course materials to better meet 
the needs of all learners. We 
provide hands-on workshops and 
1:1 support. You can be part of 
creating an inclusive campus!  

Introduction to PolyLearn (repeat) 

Tonia Malone, CTLT 

Introduction to PolyLearn (our 
Moodle-based online learning 
management system): setting up 
your courses, design basics, and 
PolyLearn support resources. 
Information about upcoming 
hands-on sessions and 
consultation services will be 
provided as well. 

Two Keys To Launching A 
Successful Course (repeat) 

Patrick O’Sullivan, CTLT 

Launching your course in ways 
that engage and motivate 
students can help establish a 
positive culture for the rest of the 
quarter. This session describes 
how a “promising syllabus” and 
stimulating first-day activities can 
get your course off to a positive 
start. 

3:45-4pm Pick up CTLT gift  
Second Floor  

Registration Area 

 


