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Frost and his wife, Linda, have committed almost $29 
million in gifts and pledges to fulfill this vision, including 
$20 million for undergraduate research facilities in a new 
interdisciplinary building.

THE VALUE OF AN IDE A

Bill Frost came to Cal Poly in winter quarter 1970 as a transfer 
student, but not a typical one. He brought with him a potential 
$30,000 grant provided by a Los Angeles-based company to 
conduct research on a novel process for wastewater treatment. 

“The father of my best friend was the superintendent at a 
local wastewater treatment plant. He introduced me to the 

Bill Frost (B.S., Biochemistry, 1972) didn’t coin the term “find a need and fill 
it,” but he has lived by this model all his professional life. In Cal Poly’s 
College of Science and Mathematics, he saw the need for enhancing student-
faculty research and envisioned the development of one of the  
best undergraduate research programs in the country.

Building the Future of  
 Undergraduate Research

B I L L  A N D  L I N D A  F R O S T  P L E D G E  $ 2 0  M I L L I O N  F O R 
N E W  U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H  F A C I L I T I E S

president of the company, who wanted to establish a small 
research station at the plant,” Frost said. Unfortunately, the 
city pulled out of their involvement in the project, leaving the 
company with no place to conduct their research.

“When asked by the company if I had any ideas — and always 
mindful of where my next meal would come from — I told 
them I was transferring to Cal Poly, which might be a good fit 
for the project because of its strong polytechnic reputation,” 
Frost said. “When I arrived at Cal Poly, I presented the 
idea to my advisor, Dr. Glenn Wight. With his support, the 
university approved the project, and the research station 
became operational.
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all the ambiguities created in the process of research, 
sorting out the data, and piecing it back together like a 
puzzle. These two concepts have stayed with me ever since, 
and they are an integral part of my success,” Frost said. 

“My experiences at Cal Poly gave me the confidence to 
define and solve problems as well as actually develop and 
implement solutions.”

“After leaving Cal Poly, I entered industry, and soon 
thereafter, I formed my own business, where I put these 
 concepts to work and went about ‘finding needs to fill.’” 

THE VALUE OF UNDERGR ADUATE RE SE ARCH

Bill and Linda Frost want to give current and future 
students that same experience of discovery that Bill had. 
Their transformational gift recognizes the impact that 
undergraduate research can make.

Engaging in real-world research with faculty mentors 
presents students with questions no one has answered 

“While the grant helped support my college education, I also 
learned two important concepts during my time at Cal Poly. 
First was the notion that I could sell an idea! Second, I learned 
how to solve problems, which involved navigating through 

MY EXPERIENCES AT 
CAL POLY GAVE ME THE 
CONFIDENCE TO DEFINE 
AND SOLVE PROBLEMS 
AS WELL AS ACTUALLY 
DEVELOP AND 
IMPLEMENT SOLUTIONS.

Continued ›
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yet. Finding the solution takes curiosity, imagination, crit-
ical thinking, innovation and sometimes interdisciplinary 
approaches and entrepreneurship. This hands-on, Learn 
by Doing approach encourages both independent thinking 
and collaboration.

Students take this experience out of the research lab into the 
professional world while still at Cal Poly. They share their 
ideas, solutions and results in campus seminars and student 
research conferences. Many have the opportunity to present 
at regional, national and international conferences along-
side professional scientists and mathematicians. With their 
faculty mentors, students also co-author peer-reviewed 
papers that appear in academic journals.

SUPPOR TING UNDERGR ADUATE RE SE ARCH

A decade ago, Bill Frost and Dean Phil Bailey began discuss-
ing what a transformational gift centered on undergraduate 
research might look like. “It had to be substantial because 
Bill always thinks big,” Bailey said. 

This time was no exception. Frost saw that, with the right 
resources, Cal Poly could have one of the best undergrad-
uate science and mathematics research programs in the 
country. To develop this program, Frost and Bailey started 

with two areas of need: scholarships and research stipends.

“We want to attract the best students, and that means 
offering them an incentive to come to Cal Poly,” Frost said. 
Providing as much as $20,000 per year for four years, the 
scholarships allow the recipients to focus on their education 
and pursue undergraduate research.

The Frost Scholars and other science and mathematics 
students are encouraged to pursue student-faculty research, 
sometimes as early as their freshman year. Frost and Bailey 
decided to first concentrate on increasing research opportu-
nities during the summer months.

The Frosts donate $200,000 to student stipends every 
summer. The college matches those funds twice over. With 
these resources and additional funds from faculty grants, 
more than 200 students receive $2,500 research stipends 
each year. 

“Summer is an excellent time for students to do research 
because they can make it a full-time experience every 
day. The stipends make this financially possible for them,” 
said Bailey. 

Over the last four years, the Frosts have given $7.4 million in 
scholarships and stipends, and Bill Frost is already looking 
toward the future.

“We also hope to establish some stipends for undergraduate 
research during the year,” he said.

A HOME FOR UNDERGR ADUATE RE SE ARCHERS

The top undergraduate research program that Frost envi-
sions would provide a high level of research activity year-
round, but currently, when classes are in session, most of the 
college’s facilities are used for coursework and labs. 

To address this need for space, the Frosts pledged $20 mil-
lion toward construction of science and mathematics under-
graduate research facilities, a pledge that equaled the largest 
the university had ever received. A new interdisciplinary 

WE WANT TO ATTRACT 
THE BEST STUDENTS, 
AND THAT MEANS 
OFFERING THEM AN 
INCENTIVE TO COME TO 
CAL POLY.
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building at the center of campus will include 15,000 square 
feet of laboratory space containing computational tools for 
mathematics and statistics, instrumentation for physics, 
and wet labs for chemistry and molecular biology. The 
Colleges of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences 
and Liberal Arts are also designing facil it ies for this  
64,000-square-foot building.

“We’re not just building a building. We’re creating a space 
where students can learn the most important lessons of 
their time at Cal Poly — that what they’ll do as scientists or 
doctors or statisticians is discover and learn. Undergraduate 
research is about encountering a question whose answer is 
unknown and figuring out how to solve it,” Frost said. 

WE’RE NOT JUST 
BUILDING A BUILDING. 
WE’RE CREATING A 
SPACE WHERE STUDENTS 
CAN LEARN THE MOST 
IMPORTANT LESSONS OF 
THEIR TIME AT CAL POLY.

“We can’t teach students anything more important than 
that,” Bailey said.

NOW IS THE T IME TO JOIN US IN SUPPOR TING 
UNDERGR ADUATE RE SE ARCH

The college needs another $5 million to construct the sci-
ence and mathematics facilities where students will become 
innovators, entrepreneurs and leaders. Your contribution 
will help build walls and furnish labs, but more importantly, 
it will give students the confidence to find new and innova-
tive solutions. 

Your gift will make a difference, regardless of the size. Final 
planning for the building will begin in February 2017, and 
the funds raised at that time will determine the full scope of 
the research facilities.

“Linda and I hope our donation will inspire others to see 
the importance and the urgency of this program and give 
whatever they can. We know we can’t do it alone,” Frost said.

The college’s undergraduate researchers need dedicated space 
to enhance their Learn by Doing experiences. They need you.

We hope you’ll join the Frosts and those listed below in 
providing a home for what will be one of the nation’s top 
undergraduate research programs at a place you can always 
call home — Cal Poly.

Many alumni, parents, current and retired faculty and staff, and organizations have already pledged their support for 
the new undergraduate research building. Please consider joining those listed below in building a home for undergraduate 
science and mathematics researchers at Cal Poly. Gifts of all sizes make a difference. Gifts of $5,000 and above will be 
recognized on the building’s donor wall*.
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