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THERE'S A LOT OF LIFE
IN THIS CORPSE FLOWER

THOUSANDS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS
VISITED MUSTY, CAL POLY'S FIRST EVER
CORPSE FLOWER BLOOM, IN THE SUMMER OF
2020. BUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PLANT
AFTER ITS TWO DAYS OF FAME? READ ON.

Photos by: Joe J ton and Tony Turretto

Musty is an Amorphophallus titanum, a plant that produces the
world’s largest unbranched inflorescence, or cluster of flowers.
That rare bloom was just the beginning of Musty’s influence in
the botanical world.
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. . o . . The pollination was successful, and about a year later, the
Cal Poly botanists pollinated Musty while it was blooming with fruit ripened and was sent to universities and botanic gardens
pollen from Kansas State University. across the country that were interested in growing their own
corpse flower.
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When botanists dug up Musty’s storage tuber, or corm, it was In August 2021, Musty got some company. Another corpse
intact and had a new bud sprouting. The bud will likely produce flower, dubbed Bertha, sent up a bloom about a foot taller
a leaf, and Musty may flower again once it has gained energy than Musty’s was.

from its annual leafing.
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