
QUARTERLY BRIEF
COLLEGE OF LIBER AL ARTS

Dean Philip Williams has a vision of providing 
a liberal arts education sin fronteras: without 
borders, without boundaries and without barriers. 

In addition to recognizing some of the awards and accomplish-
ments of CLA students, faculty and staff from the past quarter, 
this newsletter gives the college a chance to share stories that 
exemplify CLA sin fronteras.

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN
I want to take the opportunity to tell you again how much I appreciate everything 
you are doing to offer the best experience possible to our students given our 
current situation. Although we have had to recalibrate, the goal of providing an 
education without borders, barriers or boundaries is still at the center of our work. 
The College of Liberal Arts recently hosted a Virtual Exchange event to further our 
internationalization efforts; faculty and staff worked diligently to get students the 
resources they needed to continue their education this quarter; and the continued 
collaboration within the college is evidenced by the planned Teach ON! I look 
forward to seeing what we can accomplish together in the coming months.

Best wishes,
Philip Williams, Dean

A LOOK BACK AT WINTER 2020

W ITHOUT BOR DERS

a liberal arts education that 
opens the world to our students 
through international educational 
opportunities, coursework and   
co-curricular activities. 

W ITHOUT BOUNDA R IES

a liberal arts education that prepares 
our students for an increasingly 
interconnected world and 
exposes them to interdisciplinary 
collaboration and approaches.

W ITHOUT BA R R IERS

a liberal arts education that 
advances a culture of belonging – 
one in which every student feels that 
Cal Poly’s opportunities are fully 
available to them.
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 /calpolycla       

  cla.calpoly.edu   @calpolycla

https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=80105
http://cla.calpoly.edu/
http://instagram.com/calpolycla/


LAES Students Finalists in Boeing    
Innovation Challenge
Liberal Arts and Engineering Studies (LAES) students Zach Cushing-Murray 
and Emma George and architecture student Chloe Regan travelled to Seattle 
in January as finalists in the nationwide Boeing Innovation Challenge, a 
competition that invited students to bring innovative operation and design 
ideas to commercial flights. Boeing, the world’s largest plane manufacturing 
company, contributed $5,000 to the LAES program to cover the costs for 
running the challenge in its courses this year. Out of five teams that put work 
forward, one team was accepted into the next level of the competition, which 
involved pitching their project proposal to the Boeing team in person.

CLA Students Awarded grants from Baker   
and Koob Endowments
Fourth-year psychology student Eden Peterson and communication 
studies student Drew Gilmore received funds from the Baker and Koob 
grant endowment to pursue a research project they developed under 
the direction of communication studies Professor Leslie Nelson. Their 
proposal is titled “Impact of childhood trauma on former foster youths’ 
well-being: The mediating effects of foster parent-child self-disclosure and 
communication accommodation.” They are investigating the mediating role 
of family communication accommodation and disclosure between adverse 
childhood experiences and physical and mental health outcomes later in life. 
Anthropology and geography major Zoe Bays also received full funding for 
her proposal titled “Politics of Fiji: An inquiry into small-scale politics with a 
global impact.” The Baker and Koob endowment is a competitive grant that 
awards funding to cross-disciplinary projects that promote hands-on learning 
opportunities. 

LE A R N BY DOING   

HIGHLIGHT

Ten students from each CSU cam-

pus are selected to compete in the 

Annual CSU Research Competition. 

Of the 10 students selected by the 

Academic Senate Grants Review 

Committee to represent Cal Poly 

this year, two were from the College 

of Liberal Arts: Fionna Fahey and 

Maddie Roman, both interdisciplin-

ary studies majors.

Fahey’s research project highlights 

the resilience fostered within sex 

work communities by (re)member-

ing the erased histories of sex work-

ers in San Luis Obispo. Roman’s 

research examines anonymous 

England-based street artist, Banksy, 

who has been active since the 1990s, 

whether his street art should be 

considered real art, and how the 

public views Banksy’s work.

Instead of in-person presentations, 

Fahey and Roman submitted their 

research digitally and completed 

Q&A sessions via video conference.

“I HAVE LEARNED 
THAT COMPETITIVE 
PUBLIC SPEAKING IS 

DIFFICULT AND THAT 
UNDERGR ADUATES ARE 

PRODUCING AMA ZING 
RESEARCH.”

— ISLA major Fionna Fahey, 
who went on to win first place in 
the CSU Research Competition  

Undergraduate Humanities and 
Letters category

STUDENT SUCCESS

LAES TEAM AT BOEING



 Mustang Media Group won awards at  
annual College Journalism Convention. 

 Senior English major Alyiah Gonzales 
was one of five winners in the national 
2019 MLA Student Paper Contest. 

Mustang Media Group Wins National and State 
Awards at Student Media Convention
Mustang Media Group (MMG) earned recognition from three of college media’s 
most distinguished organizations — California College Media Association 
(CCMA), Associated Collegiate Press (ACP) and College Media Business and 
Advertising Managers (CMBAM). They were awarded at the College Journalism 
Convention on Feb. 29 in San Francisco. MMG walked away with 23 CMBAM 
awards, including Best Ad Manager in the Nation, Best Designer in the Nation, 
Best PR/Marketing Manager in the Nation, Best Design Program in the Nation, 
Best PR/Marketing Program in the Nation, and 2nd overall for Best College 
Media Company in the Nation. CCMA awarded Mustang News 10 editorial 
awards and one for advertising. At ACP’s Best in Show, Mustang News won 
Best Media Kit, Best Special Section, Best Newspaper, and other awards. In 
addition to the award recognition, many student leaders led workshops and 
sessions to packed rooms about business and social media marketing, sports 
reporting and more.

English Major Wins Modern Language 
Association Student Paper Contest 
Senior English major Alyiah Gonzales was selected as one of five winners 
in the 2019 Modern Language Association (MLA) Student Paper Contest. 
Gonzales’s essay, “Disrupting White Normativity in Langston Hughes’s ‘I, 
Too,’ and Toni Morrison’s ‘Recitatif,’” written for English 305, was chosen out 
of more than 200 essays submitted by college writers across the nation. The 
selection committee wrote this about her essay: “This is a strong, bold essay 
with a clear thesis and a sound analysis of two pieces… It’s a marvelous work 
– elegant, insightful, and concise.” 

   Read her Essay

mock trial finishes 
successful season
Cal Poly Mock Trial, one of the largest 
Mock Trial teams in the U.S., advanced 
to the second round of the American 
Mock Trial Association’s annual nation-
al tournament. After success at the  
Fresno State Tournament, they  
advanced to the Opening Round Cham-
pionship Series. These tournaments are 
essentially “the playoffs” of the Mock 
Trial world. In addition to team success 
at the latest competition, McKenzie 
Taffe won an Outstanding Witness 
award, and Melissa Toussimehr won an 
Outstanding Witness and an Outstand-
ing Attorney award. Both are political 
science students.

STUDENT SUCCESS

https://style.mla.org/sample-papers/


STUDENT EXCELLENCE

Graphic Communication Team wins   
Design Competition
Graphic communication students Kaylah Kramer, Izzy Kelly, Whitney 
Knorp and Lauren Wenstad formed the winning team of the 2020 Xplor 
Communication Design Competition. Teams were challenged to redesign an 
ordinary, bland utility bill to make it more functional, aesthetically pleasing 
and to expand its purpose by making the communication a marketing 
opportunity. The team was given 5 weeks to collaborate and come up with 
a final product, which was a new printed bill, an app and a website. They 
then presented a slideshow explaining their process and design choices 
to the Xplor board of judges. As the competition winners, the team will be 
honored at the XPLOR20 Awards Ceremony St. Pete Beach, Florida, currently 
rescheduled from April to September. Each team member will receive a full 
conference registration to attend all sessions and networking events, and a 
check will be provided in the amount of $2,000 to Cal Poly to help cover the 
team’s travel and hotel stay. They will have the opportunity to present their 
design in a 25-minute educational session during the conference.

Save THE date

Inclusion Starts with Me Teach ON! 
Thursdays, May 7 through June 4
In the spirit of the Teach In, the College of Liberal Arts is excited to host a Teach ON! 
– a series of both synchronous and asynchronous lectures and associated resources 
devoted to issues of equity and justice surrounding COVID-19.

  LEARN MORE

 Winning designs of a utility bill, 
app and website.

https://cla.calpoly.edu/teach-on


 Ethnic Studies Department Chair Denise 
Isom received the MLK Legacy Award from 
Cal Poly’s Cross Cultural Centers.

 History Professor Molly Loberg  won 
the Hans Rosenberg Book Prize. 

CLA IN THE MEDIA

Communication studies Professor Aubrey 
Adams, who teaches and analyzes the 
impacts of social media, spoke with KSBY 
about Instagram removing the number of 
‘likes’ on posts. 

  CLICK TO READ

CLA Dean Philip Williams was interviewed 
by Deutsche Welle’s Spanish edition for 
an article on the impact of the Latino vote 
in Democratic primary elections.

  CLICK TO READ

Political science Professor Michael Latner 
discussed the potential consequences 
of the coronavirus pandemic on the 
upcoming election.

  CLICK TO LISTEN

Dance Professor Christy McNeil Chand 
was quoted in an article on DancePlug, an 
international online network for dancers. 

  CLICK TO READ

Ethnic Studies Professor Honored with   
MLK Legacy Award
Denise Isom, professor and chair of the Ethnic Studies Department, 
was honored Jan. 15 with the MLK Legacy Award in recognition of her 
determination and devotion to create a more just, equitable and diverse  
Cal Poly campus. Cal Poly’s Cross Cultural Centers created the award last year 
to recognize a campus community member who upholds the legacy of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. by leading with love and hope to create a better 
campus for all. 

   Read More

History Professor Wins Book Prize 
History Professor Molly Loberg’s book, “The Struggle for the Streets of Berlin: 
Politics, Consumption, and Urban Space, 1914-1945,” won the Hans Rosenberg 
Book Prize. The prize is granted by the Central European History Society for the 
best book in the field. Loberg accepted the award in New York City at the annual 
meeting of the American Historical Association in January. The Prize Committee 
wrote an extensive statement praising the book. The book was also a finalist 
for the Waterloo Centre for German Studies Book Award, also a very notable 
honor. Waterloo interviewed Loberg about the book.

   Read Interview

Philosophy Professor joined Task Force   
on AI and National Security
Philosophy Professor Patrick Lin has joined the Task Force on AI and National 
Security at the Center for a New American Security (CNAS), a leading DC think 
tank.  The task force is co-chaired by Bob Work (former U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of Defense) and Andrew Moore (Google Cloud’s Head of AI). Lin shares his 
views on some ethical considerations in building hypersonic missiles in a 
Christian Science Monitor article. 

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

https://www.ksby.com/news/local-news/doing-it-for-the-gram-how-instagram-removing-likes-could-impact-local-influencers-and-students
https://www.ksby.com/news/local-news/doing-it-for-the-gram-how-instagram-removing-likes-could-impact-local-influencers-and-students
https://www.dw.com/es/dem%C3%B3crata-y-cada-vez-m%C3%A1s-influyente-una-radiograf%C3%ADa-al-voto-latino-en-eeuu/a-52627667
https://www.kcbx.org/post/central-coast-voices-coronavirus-outbreak-2020#stream/0
https://www.danceplug.com/articles/is-working-on-a-cruise-ship-as-luxurious-as-it-sounds
https://www.calpoly.edu/news/were-just-beginning-mlk-legacy-award-winner-denise-isom-discusses-diversity-and-equity-cal
http://www.centraleuropeanhistory.org/node/24
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-german-studies/2018-book-prize-finalist-molly-loberg
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2020/0331/Hypersonic-missiles-may-be-unstoppable.-Is-society-ready


Music Faculty Perform Special Concert for   
Monterey’s 250th Birthday
On Feb. 14, at the annual meeting of the California Missions Foundation, 
music Professor Craig Russell gave the keynote address and a concert, titled, 
“Hymns, Processions, Masses, and Dances: A Celebration of Monterey on the 
Occasion of its 250th Birthday.” At the concert, several Cal Poly music faculty 
members performed, including cellist Barbara Spencer, flutist Suzanne Duffy 
and violinist Emily Lanzone. Russell, on baroque guitar, and the musicians he 
assembled performed much of the same music that was heard when Junípero 
Serra and his Franciscan brothers founded Monterey on June 3, 1770, right 
at the beginning of California’s “Mission Period.” Secular music was part of 
the program as well. Using the manuscripts of Santiago de Murcia, Sebastian 
de Aguirre, Lucas Ruiz de Ribayaz, and others, the central section of the 
concert featured Russell playing dance pieces that would have been known by 
resident Californians. 

Emeritus Professor of English Named San Luis 
Obispo County Poet Laureate 
English Emeritus Professor Kevin Clark is the new San Luis Obispo County 
Poet Laureate. The San Luis Obispo County Poet Laureate Program is 
dedicated to advocating the literary arts by appointing an outstanding local 
poet as Poet Laureate to promote an appreciation of poetry among people 
of all ages. The appointment is a two-year term. Clark will share poetry with 
citizens of San Luis Obispo County through his writings, recitations and 
leadership of community poetry readings. Clark taught poetry at Cal Poly until 
his retirement in 2017.

Journalism lecturer Katya 

Cengel published her book 

titled “From Chernobyl w ith 

Love: Reporting from the 

Ruins of the Sov iet Union.” 

She was quoted or published 

in Lit Hub, Daily Beast, 

Longreads, New Books 

Network, Kirkus, Shelf 

Awareness, The Rumpus 

and numerous NPR aff ili-

ates. In Januar y, she was in 

Washington, D.C. to give a 

talk about the book for the 

Center to Protect Journalists 

and the International  

Women’s Media Foundation.

   Learn More

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

Faculty in the College of Liberal Arts 
taught 86,730 credit units in winter quarter.

https://katyacengel.com/books/from-chernobyl-with-love

