
Dean Philip Williams has a vision of providing 
a liberal arts education sin fronteras: without 
borders, without boundaries and without barriers. 

In addition to recognizing some of the awards and accomplish-
ments of CLA students, faculty and staff from the past quarter, 
this newsletter gives the college a chance to share stories that 
exemplify CLA sin fronteras.

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN
Despite the challenges of shifting to a virtual environment this past quarter, I have 
been amazed by the resilience and creativity of our faculty, staff and students. 
Our dance and music concerts, our senior art exhibit, and our Preschool Learning 
Lab all went ahead, albeit in a virtual format. Maya MacGregor, director of KCPR 
news, continued to broadcast the news from her living room throughout the 
pandemic. These examples, among others, are a testament to the commitment 
of our students, faculty and staff. And in the wake of George Floyd’s killing, many 
of our students and faculty engaged in activism and scholarship in support of 
racial justice. I am grateful for all you have done and continue to do to support our 
students during such a challenging time.

Best wishes,
Philip Williams, Dean

A LOOK BACK AT SPRING 2020

W ITHOUT BOR DERS

a liberal arts education that 
opens the world to our students 
through international educational 
opportunities, coursework and   
co-curricular activities. 

W ITHOUT BOUNDA R IES

a liberal arts education that prepares 
our students for an increasingly 
interconnected world and 
exposes them to interdisciplinary 
collaboration and approaches.

W ITHOUT BA R R IERS

a liberal arts education that 
advances a culture of belonging – 
one in which every student feels that 
Cal Poly’s opportunities are fully 
available to them.
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Dance Students Choreographed and    
Performed Virtual Concert
When spring classes were moved to a virtual format, the directors and 
advisors of the annual spring dance concert found a new way to move forward 
with the show. The efforts culminated in a virtual concert, called “Vitalis.” 
The show, which streamed on Vimeo from May 20 to May 22, consisted of 
choreographed dance films created by a cast of more than 100 students, 
edited together by student directors Alyssa Gatan, Evan Ricaurté and Lindsay 
Eklund.

Nine CLA students presented at Annual   
CSU-wide Social Science Student Symposium
Nine CLA students presented papers at the Social Science Research and 
Instructional Center’s annual CSU-wide Social Science Student Symposium, 
held via Zoom on May 7. Alayna Short and Sophia Minhas won the 2nd place 
McCall Award for Best Undergraduate Paper.

Five political science students presented:

• “Impact of Export Crops on Developing Nations” by Isabella Abelgas

• “Climate Change as a Global Threat: How Will Climate Change Affect U.S.  
“National Security?” by Julia de la Fuente

• “China’s Belt and Road Initiative: Fatalistic Economic Infrastructure”   
“by JT Hussey

• “American Perceptions of China’s One Child Policy” by Anna Kraemer

• “Public Transportation as a Driver for Economic Mobility” by Matthew Renfro

Four communication studies students presented:

• “The Influence of Pronouns on Competence, Expectedness, and Willingness 
“to Interview” by Julianna Quihuiz

• “The Effect of Similarity on Interpersonal and Task Attraction”   
“by Karlie McGillis 

• “The Effects of Corporate Giving Marketing on Brand Image and Purchase 
“Intention” by Alayna Short and Sophia Minhas 

LE A R N BY DOING   

HIGHLIGHT

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

Music Department’s events since 

March 14 were canceled, some with 

just a couple days’ notice. Spring 

quarter ensemble rehearsals and  

final performances were held  

virtually. The videos listed below 

were created from the students’  

and professors’ shelter-at-home  

locations, using a variety of devices.

The Arab Music Ensemble

   CLICK TO WATCH

The Choirs

   CLICK TO WATCH SAMPLER

The Wind Ensemble

   CLICK TO WATCH

“THE ONLY OTHER 
OPTION WAS TO GIVE 

UP, AND WE WERE 
JUST NOT GOING TO 

DO THAT. WHATEVER 
THE CHALLENGES ARE, 
WE’RE JUST GOING TO 

KEEP MAKING MUSIC.”

— Director of Choral Activities 
Scott Glysson

STUDENT SUCCESS

WATCH CLIPS FROM CONCERT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6xr-1GfsEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axrqKorEXGg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXwpVHWnJ3I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAL4VwBz0ho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAL4VwBz0ho


 Graphic communication students won first 
place in the Phoenix Challenge competition.  
They rebranded and created packaging solutions 
for Tails Pet Boutique.

 Cal Poly’s Technical Association of the 
Graphic Arts (TAGA) Student Chapter won 
awards for their printed research journal.

Graphic Communication Students    
Win Phoenix Challenge and TAGA Awards 
The Graphic Communication Department’s Phoenix Challenge team won 
first place in the Phoenix Challenge competition, which took place virtually 
from May 2-3. The Phoenix Challenge is a yearlong project in which students 
help a local company rebrand and market its business with materials using 
the flexographic print process — a technique that uses a flexible plate to 
print on a variety of materials. This year, their project focused on rebranding 
and creating packaging solutions for the Tails Pet Boutique, which has been 
selling gourmet bakery pet treats and accessories in downtown San Luis 
Obispo since 1998. As the first-place winners, the team of Caitlin Royston, 
Morgan Wertz, Rita Yu, Julienne Chiang, Ashley Chen and Amber Huang, with 
Trent Kammerer and Hannah Krieg serving in shadow positions, presented 
their project on May 6 to a national audience at the Flexographic Technical 
Association Virtual Forum. 

In addition, Cal Poly’s Technical Association of the Graphic Arts (TAGA) 
Student Chapter’s annual research journal took home the awards of Best in 
Design Quality, Best in Production Quality, and Best in Digital Enhancement 
at this year’s national TAGA Conference. The TAGA club spent seven months 
putting together the journal, designing the layout, and producing it all 
on printing presses in the Graphic Communication Department. Students 
created the journal from concept to production. This year’s journal features 
a beautiful magazine-inspired layout, clear coat varnished topographic map 
details, and interactive augmented reality that brings the cover design to 
life. Additionally, a die cut slip cover holds and protects the journal. The 2020 
TAGA team included students Luis Coreas, Alice Ish, Will Olson, Christine 
Peters, Erica Taylor, Aileen Vasquez and Bailey Yuen. Professor Brian Lawler 
was the faculty advisor, and Professor Peter Schlosser also helped complete 
the printing of the journals. 

  LEARN MORE AND WATCH PRODUCTION VIDEO

English Major Helps 
Connect Facilities in 
Need with Hand Sanitizer

A group of Cal Poly students, including 
English senior Chris King, created 
Disinfect Connect, a website that 
connects facilities in need with 
distilleries that produce hand 
sanitizer. During the long spring break, 
he and a group of other students
 volunteered 12-15 hours each day to 
get the operation up and running. 
King is now listed as the Social Media 
Manager and has written all the blog 
posts on the organization’s website.

  READ MORE

STUDENT SUCCESS

https://calpolytaga.com/
https://cla.calpoly.edu/news/spring-2020/disinfect-connect
https://cla.calpoly.edu/news/spring-2020/disinfect-connect


 The College of Liberal Arts hosted a virtual 
Teach ON! during the spring 2020 quarter.

 Political Science Professor Jennifer 
Denbow was one of 15 awardees for 
The American Council of Learned 
Societies Project Development Grants 
program.

CLA IN THE MEDIA

Philosophy Professor Stephen Lloyd-
Moffett shared his expertise on religious 
communities for an article about 
practicing religion during a pandemic. 
He said this isn’t the first time religious 
communities have been held back from 
gathering for religious purposes. 

  CLICK TO READ

Psychology and child development 
Professor Amber Williams was a panelist 
at an event discussing students who lack 
internet access during virtual school.

  CLICK TO READ

Art and design Professor Sara Frantz had 
an exhibit at Left Field Gallery in Los Osos.

  CLICK TO READ

CLA Hosts Virtual Teach ON! 
In the spirit of the “Inclusion Starts with Me Teach In” that was offered in the 
winter quarters of 2018, 2019 and 2020, the College of Liberal Arts hosted a virtual 
“Teach ON!” during the spring 2020 quarter. The 2020 Teach ON! was a series of 
both prerecorded and real-time virtual lectures devoted to issues of equity and 
justice surrounding COVID-19. The pandemic has magnified structural inequities 
— as well as strengths — that exist in our diverse communities, and the Teach 
ON! organizers recognized the need for scholars to speak to the complexity of the 
coronavirus response and its intersections with issues of race, class and equity. 
Faculty across campus were encouraged to use the lectures along with other 
curated resources in their courses. Presenters covered topics such as anti-Asian 
racism, self and community care, global responses, health care disparities, the 
redeployment of survival strategies for marginalized communities, issues of 
equity in a pandemic, fear and privilege, the social toll of social distancing, and 
laboring in the time of the coronavirus. Nearly 600 attendees — students, staff 
and faculty — logged into the live events, and even more accessed the provided 
learning material throughout the quarter. Ruha Benjamin, professor of African 
American studies at Princeton University, gave a keynote presentation to conclude 
the series on June 4. More than 250 people logged in to watch her talk titled “Race 
to the Future? Reimagining the Default Settings of Technology and Society.”

Political Science Professor Awarded American 
Council of Learned Societies Grant
Political Science Professor Jennifer Denbow was one of 15 new awardees 
for The American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Project Development 
Grants program. The ACLS grants provide seed funding to support faculty 
at teaching-intensive colleges and universities whose proposed research 
projects have the potential to significantly advance areas of humanistic study. 
Each grantee receives $5,000 to cover summer salary or course buyouts, 
travel expenses, and other research- or project-related expenses. Denbow’s 
project, titled “In the Name of Innovation: Law and the Political Economy of 
Reproductive Futures,” examines complex bioethics issues surrounding the 
use of non-invasive prenatal tests and other recent biotechnologies.

  READ MORE

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

https://www.newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/religion-in-the-time-of-corona-celebrating-major-religious-holidays-during-the-pandemic-is-changing-the-way-people-act-on-their-faith/Content?oid=9674848
https://www.newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/religion-in-the-time-of-corona-celebrating-major-religious-holidays-during-the-pandemic-is-changing-the-way-people-act-on-their-faith/Content?oid=9674848
https://www.newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/teachers-discuss-teaching-students-who-lack-internet/Content?oid=9710347
https://www.newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/left-field-gallerys-june-exhibition-showcases-works-by-cal-poly-associate-professor-sara-j-frantz/Content?oid=9733567
https://www.acls.org/Recent-Awardees/ACLS-Project-Development-Grants


CLA Faculty Selected for RSCA Grants 
CLA faculty are principal investigators on three of the 10 Research, Scholarly, and 
Creative Activity grants provided this year. Research and Economic Development 
received 82 proposals requesting a total of $1.3 million. The Academic Senate 
Grants Review Committee thoroughly reviewed submissions using the criteria 
outlined in the RSCA Request for Proposals, and chose the following CLA projects: 

• “Marked by Fire: Tracing African Life Histories and the Transatlantic Slave   
“Trade through Brands” by Matthew Hopper (History) 

• “Identifying Gaps in the Pedagogy of Experiential Global Learning Programs” 
“by Dawn Neill (Interdisciplinary Studies) 

•  “Protecting Youth by Increasing Support for E-cigarette Policy Changes” by 
“Lorraine Jackson (Communication Studies) and Julia Alber (Kinesiology and 
“Public Health) 

Graphic Communication Lecturer is a  
Global Adobe Education Leader
Graphic Communication lecturer Donna Templeton is one of only 266 
Global Adobe Education Leaders. The Adobe Education Leaders program 
is an exclusive community of innovative thought leaders in education 
who effectively use Adobe tools to promote excellence and critical 
problem solving. Templeton was nominated by Max Starubinskiy (Graphic 
Communication, ’16), who works for Adobe. She spent untold hours 
training on software and applying these skills in the classroom, in addition 
to demonstrating educational thought leadership at Cal Poly and beyond. 
She has used her skills in Adobe products not only in the classroom, but at 
industry associations, such as PRINT, running seminars and labs to train 
industry professionals and other educators.

Histor y Professor Thanayi 

Jackson, who specializes in 

the Reconstruction period 

follow ing the Civ il War,  

met w ith Cal Poly News 

to talk about the histor y 

of Juneteenth and what it 

means for the continuing 

f ight for equality. 

   CLICK TO READ

Histor y lecturer Elizabeth 

Sine w rote a blog piece on 

the historical context of  

anti-Black v iolence. The 

piece, which appeared on 

the Tropics of Meta, is titled 

“‘We Charge Genocide:’  

A Historical Indictment of 

Anti-Black Violence Is as 

Relevant as Ever Today.”

   CLICK TO READ

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

Faculty in the College of Liberal Arts 
taught 81,307 credit units in spring quarter.

https://www.calpoly.edu/news/ask-expert-what-juneteenth
https://tropicsofmeta.com/2020/06/02/we-charge-genocide-a-historic-indictment-of-anti-black-violence-in-the-u-s-is-as-relevant-as-ever-today/


FACULTY & STAFF EXCELLENCE

Congrats to the 2020 CLA Faculty and Staff Award Winners 

STAFF
Continuing Excellence Award: Whitney Haas (Art and Design)

Outstanding Career Achievement Award: Jeff Yeackle (CLA Tech)

FACULTY
Richard K. Simon Award for Outstanding Career Achievement in Teaching: Joel Orth (History)

Richard K. Simon Award for Outstanding Career Achievement in Scholarship: Robert Schaeffer (Social Sciences)

Richard K. Simon Award for Outstanding Career Achievement in Service: Kathryn Rummell (English)

Early Career Award for Achievement in Teaching: Kelly Bennion (Psychology and Child Development)

Early Career Award for Achievement in Scholarship: Jenell Navarro (Ethnic Studies)

Early Career Award for Achievement in Service: Jenell Navarro (Ethnic Studies)

 

Outstanding Achievement in Teaching by a Lecturer: Anne Regan (English)

Diversity Award: Grace Yeh (Communication Studies and Ethnic Studies)

Douglas L. Epperson Innovation Award: Catherine Waitinas (English)

 

FACULTY IN MEMORIAM
Outstanding Achievement in Teaching by a Lecturer: Teresa Downing (Social Sciences)

 From May 22 to 31, Cal Poly’s Grand 
Avenue entrance, Performing Arts 
Center and the Alternate Care Site at 
the Recreation Center were illuminated 
with blue light to recognize and thank 
all health care workers who have been 
providing support, guidance and care for 
those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.


