
QUARTERLY BRIEF
COLLEGE OF LIBER AL ARTS

Dean Philip Williams took the helm of the College 
of Liberal Arts in August. He has a vision for a 
liberal arts sin fronteras: without borders, without 
boundaries and without barriers. 

In addition to recognizing some of the awards and accomplish-
ments of CLA faculty, staff and students from the past quarter, 
this newsletter gives the college a chance to share stories that 
exemplify CLA sin fronteras.

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN
Having completed my first quarter at Cal Poly, I want to thank each of you for your 
support and collaboration in helping with my transition. I’m very optimistic about 
the future of CLA and Cal Poly. This past fall, we welcomed 11 new, outstanding 
tenure-line faculty to the college. I continue to be impressed by the many 
accomplishments of our faculty, staff and students. I’m also excited to begin the 
winter quarter with a new Director of International Initiatives, Josh Machamer, who 
will help lead CLA’s internationalization efforts. In the year ahead, I look forward to 
many new initiatives that will contribute to CLA’s future growth and prominence.

Best wishes,
Philip Williams, Dean

A LOOK BACK AT FALL 2019

W ITHOUT BOR DERS

a liberal arts education that 
opens the world to our students 
through international educational 
opportunities, coursework and   
co-curricular activities. 

W ITHOUT BOUNDA R IES

a liberal arts education that prepares 
our students for an increasingly 
interconnected world and 
exposes them to interdisciplinary 
collaboration and approaches.

W ITHOUT BA R R IERS

a liberal arts education that 
advances a culture of belonging – 
one in which every student finds  
that Cal Poly’s opportunities are  
fully available to them.
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   /calpolycla       

  cla.calpoly.edu     @calpolycla

https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=80105
https://www.facebook.com/calpolycla
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http://instagram.com/calpolycla/
https://twitter.com/calpolycla


VIDEO: CLA Students Place in     
CSU Media Arts Festival
Three students placed at the 29th annual CSU Media Arts Festival in Los 
Angeles on Nov. 13, earning the top three spots in Screenwriting and first 
place in Promotional Video. The festival is a film competition for students in 
the 23-campus CSU system. Journalism major Shanti Herzog placed first and 
third in the screenwriting category for two original screenplays; English major 
Matthew Lam placed second in screenwriting for an original screenplay; and 
art and design major Casey Wieber placed first in Promotional Video. Herzog 
describes the process in the following video.

Mustang Media Group Nationally Recognized
Mustang Media Group, the Cal Poly Journalism Department’s student-run 
media organization, won 33 national awards at a recent conference in 
Washington, D.C. The awards were presented at the joint convention of the 
Associated Collegiate Press (ACP) and College Media Association between 
Oct. 31 and Nov. 2. Mustang Media Group took home four first-place awards, 
10 second-place, four third-place, and one fifth-place, plus 12 honorable 
mentions in journalism, broadcasting and advertising for student work 
published or broadcast during the 2018-19 school year. Among the awards, 
Mustang News won its first ACP Pacemaker Award – one of the nation’s top 
honors for a student newspaper.

Music Major Receives International    
Travel Scholarship
Music major Tedmon Tran received an international travel scholarship from 
the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation in STEM (LSAMP) this 
past summer to investigate applications of music information retrieval and 
the related area of music emotion recognition in Vietnamese music. Tran 
examined the music of singer-songwriter Trịnh Công Sơn and the context in 
which his songs are performed today. Tran met with Cal Poly history Professor 
Margaret Bodemer in Hà Nội, Việt Nam before returning to the U.S. to continue 
research in the Vietnamese American communities in Westminster, California. 

LE A R N BY DOING   

HIGHLIGHT

Students in some of history Pro-

fessor Matt Hopper’s classes have 

been tracing what happened to 

Africans liberated by the Royal 

Navy in the 19th century. Britain 

had outlawed the slave trade, but 

other nations continued to partici-

pate, so the British navy would 

capture slave ships and set the 

Africans free, but often far from 

home. Students in various classes 

pick a ship to research using pho-

tographs of records Hopper had 

taken. He photographed hun-

dreds of records about these slave 

ships, some of which had literally 

not been opened since the 19th 

century. In addition to giving stu-

dents the opportunity to complete 

original research, the students’ 

work also has broader impacts 

as they’ve been able to catch and 

correct various errors in the huge-

ly important Voyages Database. 

The staff running the site noticed 

all the traffic from Cal Poly and 

got in touch with Hopper. They’re 

interested in having him turn his 

class materials into pedagogical 

tools for others to use.

THE VOYAGES 
DATABASE IS GREAT 

FOR RESEARCHERS BUT 
IT’S HARD TO FIGURE 

OUT HOW TO USE IT 
IN THE CLASSROOM. 
I USE IT IN MY OWN 

WORK SO KNOW HOW 
IMPRESSIVE THIS IS!

— Kate Murphy,  
History Department Chair 

WATCH VIDEO

STUDENT SUCCESS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5kLZZ2Wk2Y&t=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5kLZZ2Wk2Y&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5kLZZ2Wk2Y&t=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5kLZZ2Wk2Y&t=


 Choreographer Jay Carlon teaching a 
masterclass to students

 Performance of FLEX, a dance and 
theatre piece about Filipino migration to 
the Central Coast.

Ethnic Studies Department Guest Offers Students 
of Color a Unique Opportunity
The Ethnic Studies Department hosted Central Coast native and 
choreographer Jay Carlon for a couple days in November. Carlon brought 
FLEX, his dance and theatre piece about his family’s Filipino migration story, 
to Cal Poly. A discussion, moderated by Professor Lucy Mae San Pablo Burns 
from UCLA’s Asian American Studies Department, followed the performance. 
FLEX is an in-depth focus on colonization, obedience, resistance and 
solidarity. The work is dedicated to the director’s father Honorio Carlon, who 
was part of the first large wave of Filipinos to migrate to the U.S. and the 
Central Coast in the 1920s as agricultural migrant workers. In addition to the 
performance, Carlon taught a masterclass that was attended by 31 students. 
Professor Grace Yeh wrote: “It was largely Asian Pacific Islander/students of 
color in attendance, working with the dance company whose members are 
all API/POC. A couple of the students commented how they had taken other 
dance workshops but that this one felt less regimented and safer for POC. 
Jay Carlon, the director/choreographer, loved how the students were coming 
from such different places – different majors, different skills. The students got 
to discuss how it felt to move as a collective and to trust one another. It was 
really touching.”

Success for Cal Poly Debate Teams
The debate teams, directed by communication studies lecturers Chris Skiles 
and John Patrick and world languages and cultures lecturer Marion Hart, had 
a successful fall quarter. The English Division Team Captain, Isabel Barbee 
(history and political science major), ranked in the Top 10 Speakers at the 
Social Justice Debates Eastern Region Championship at George Washington 
University. Spanish Division debaters Austin Grassbaugh (computer 
engineering major) and Nicholas Blonstein (business major) won the Equinos 
Chatos Debates hosted by Hancock College.

WGS sends several 
students to women’s 
studies conference
The Women’s and Gender Studies 
Department took 16 current and recent 
students to the National Women’s 
Studies Association’s (NWSA) Annual 
Conference in San Francisco in 
November. This marked the first time 
Cal Poly students attended the NWSA 
conference. The student travel was 
funded by a successful Spur Change 
crowd-funding campaign last spring. 
Because of the generosity of 102 
different donors, the students (pictured 
below at their hostel accommodations) 
were able to attend the conference. 

STUDENT SUCCESS

 Photo by Fionna Fahey



VIDEO: Graphic communication student shares 
about her research replicating color
Graphic communication student Linnea Landgren was the second-place 
recipient of the 2018 FFTA Rossini North America Flexographic Research 
Scholarship. In the video below, she explains why color is so important to her.

Cal Poly students win first place in   
Packaging Design Competition
An interdisciplinary team of four Cal Poly students won first place in the 
Paperboard Packaging Alliance (PPA) 2019 Student Design Challenge. The 
winning team — which consisted of Sam Baber (art and design), Morgan 
McKean (graphic communication), Vance Perkins (industrial technology 
and packaging) and Samantha Phan (business administration) — presented 
its project to executives from top North American paperboard packaging 
manufacturers at the Paperboard Packaging Council’s annual fall meeting 
in Minneapolis on Oct. 24. Students were challenged to design packaging 
for a gaming platform that could enhance the unboxing experience and 
be used while playing the system. The PPA Student Design Competition is 
considered perhaps the most challenging packaging design competition in 
the nation, with all major packaging programs participating. Additional Cal 
Poly teams also placed highly. A team made up of Amber Huang (graphic 
communication), Briana Jackson (art and design), Marilyn Nguyen and 
Evan Williams (both industrial technology and packaging) was in the top 5. 
Art and design students Hailey Firstman and Lani Masamoto and industrial 
technology and packaging students Sophia Tamrazian and Harrison Whitaker  
were on a team that finished in the top 10.

WATCH VIDEO

STUDENT SUCCESS

Second Bill Drafted 
by Cal Poly Students 
Signed into Law
Cal Poly students drafted a bill 

that was signed into law by Gov-

ernor Newsom on Friday, Oct. 4, 

and went into effect Jan. 1, 2020. 

Senate Bill (SB) 467, which was 

introduced by Senator Monning 

and co-sponsored by Assembly-

member Cunningham, requires 

the University of California and 

California State University to place 

cost of attendance information on 

their websites. The students wrote 

the bill in Cal Poly’s California 

Bill Project class, which is taught 

by political science Professor 

Chris Den Hartog, with help from 

former Assemblymember Katcho 

Achadjian.  In the California Bill 

Project class – which spanned 

three quarters – students were 

asked to choose a problem they 

wanted to address, to develop a 

specific policy that would help, 

and to think critically about the 

pros and cons. Last spring quarter 

they traveled to Sacramento to 

lobby for their proposed legisla-

tion. This was the second time the 

Bill Project classes were offered 

and the second time the draft-

ed bill became law. The first bill 

(AB2385), which requires text-

book publishers to disclose major 

differences between editions – 

potentially saving students money 

statewide – was signed into law in 

August 2018.

  Cal Poly students won first place in the 
Paperboard Packaging Alliance 2019 Student 
Design Challenge for this design. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lICu4ePeSl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lICu4ePeSl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lICu4ePeSl8


 History lecturer Cameron Jones took 
a group of students to the Santa Barbara 
Mission for historical research.

 Social sciences Professor Sara Lopus 
received the American Sociological 
Association’s Family Section Article of   
the Year Award

CLA IN THE MEDIA

Philosophy Professor Patrick Lin talked 
with The Wall Street Journal about the 
potential impact of artificial intelligence.

  CLICK TO READ

Political science Professor Michael Latner 
shared his expertise in the article, “Study 
Finds Residents with Reduced Voter 
Access and in Gerrymandered States Have 
Worse Health Outcomes.”

  CLICK TO READ

ISLA Chair David Kirby was interviewed 
on “This Study Shows,” a podcast from 
Wiley Research that “explores how we tell 
the story of science.”

  CLICK TO LISTEN

Psychology Professor Jennifer Jipson was 
quoted in the MIT Technology Review. 
Jipson said that teaching girls about 
technology at a young age may make 
them more likely to study it later in life.

  CLICK TO READ

Studio Art Professor Laura Krifka’s show 
at the Los Angeles gallery Luis De Jesus 
was reviewed favorably in the LA Times.

  CLICK TO READ

Social Sciences Professor Wins     
Article of the Year Award
Social sciences Professor Sara Lopus received the American Sociological 
Association’s Family Section Article of the Year Award for her article titled, 
“From Privilege to Prevalence: Contextual Effects of Women’s Schooling on 
African Marital Timing.” Using data representing women from 30 African 
countries and a five-decade span of birth years, Lopus and her co-author 
discovered that in contexts where schooling is widespread, even women with 
no formal education tend to adopt the later marital timing of more highly 
educated women. In other words, education – and other associated aspects 
of economic development – have indirect “spillover” effects on societal family 
formation behaviors, even among those who were not directly impacted by 
the increased educational access. 

Philosophy Professor Wins Grant to Study Ethics 
of Using Artificial Intelligence in Policing 
Philosophy Professor Ryan Jenkins received a grant from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) to study the ethics of using artificial intelligence to assist 
police officers in anticipating crime before it happens. Researchers from Cal 
Poly and the University of Florida have partnered to conduct the study, which 
was awarded a total of $509,946 to fund three years of research. Artificial 
intelligence can be used to predict criminal activity based on past crime 
statistics of a particular area. By taking this historical data into account, the 
AI guesses the time and location of possible crimes. However, the morality 
of “predictive policing” is subject to considerable debate. Those in favor of 
the practice believe it to be an asset to a police department, providing a tool 
to make police work more efficient. Critics maintain that the technology 
violates the rights of those within communities targeted by the algorithm 
and contributes to racial bias among police officers. Jenkins’ team plans to 
analyze all the ethical dilemmas involved in predictive policing in general, 
develop equitable solutions to problems arising from the establishment and 
implementation of this technology, and determine best practices with regard 
to the design and use of the technology.

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-worlds-that-ai-might-create-11571018700
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-worlds-that-ai-might-create-11571018700
https://www.ucsusa.org/about/news/study-finds-residents-reduced-voter-access-and-gerrymandered-states-have-worse-health
https://www.wiley.com/network/podcasts/how-do-i-make-people-care-about-my-research-this-study-shows-podcast-episode-1
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/614306/kids-are-surrounded-by-ai-they-should-know-how-it-works/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2019-10-02/laura-krifka-luis-de-jesus-gallery


Philosophy Professor Patrick Lin —   
a Prominent Voice in AI Ethics 
Philosophy Professor Patrick Lin had an active summer and fall. He received 
$100,000 for work in artificial intelligence (AI) and robot ethics from Sony’s 
Research Award Program. To date, Cal Poly is the only non-R1 school to 
receive this grant since the program’s inception in 2016. He also co-organized 
and presented at an ethics workshop on autonomous vehicles at the Czech 
Academy of Sciences in Prague. In addition, he participated in a three-day 
boot camp at Stanford for senior U.S. Congressional staffers to get them up 
to speed in cybersecurity and artificial intelligence. As the only ethicist on 
the instruction team, he gave the briefing on AI ethics. Lin was also the lead 
author of a paper in the journal Ethics and International Affairs, on how AI can 
help develop frontiers, especially in the Arctic, as well as the ethical, legal, 
and policy challenges that may arise. Finally, he also published an article in 
Forbes on the ethics of cryonics, or freezing a (typically terminal) patient to be 
revived by future technology decades or more into the future, and was quoted 
in several articles about artificial intelligence.

Professor Jane Lehr named Inclusive STEM   
Initiatives Fellow and Office of Student   
Research Director
Last summer, Jane Lehr, professor in the Women’s and Gender Studies 
and Ethnic Studies Departments, was named the Inclusive STEM Initiatives 
Fellow in the Colleges of Engineering, Science and Mathematics, and Liberal 
Arts. She is also part of a team that was awarded a grant from the National 
Science Foundation Alliances for Graduate Education and the Professoriate 
(AGEP) Alliance Model Network. Their project aims to advance historically 
underrepresented minorities in STEM and STEM Education Research 
fields. Lehr is also involved in several other on-campus initiatives aimed 
at increasing opportunities for under-served students. Recently, Academic 
Affairs announced that she will also serve as the founding director of the 
newly formed Office of Student Research in the Office of Research and 
Economic Development. 

Theatre Professor   

Tom Bernard’s co-authored 

book, “Historical Pattern 

Archive: Women’s Clothing 

1837-1969,” was published 

and made available v ia  

Routledge.

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

Communication studies 

Professor Leslie Nelson was 

nominated and voted into 

one of f ive off icer positions 

for the Family Communica-

tion Div ision of the National 

Communication Association. 

She w ill be ser v ing a t wo-

year term as the New  Profes-

sional and Graduate Student 

Representative.

Faculty in the College of Liberal Arts 
Taught 87,659 credit units in fall quarter.



Journalism Professors Win Award     
for Integrated Student Media Article 
Journalism Professors Brady Teufel and Patrick Howe’s article, “The Best 
Medium for the Story: A Case Study of Integrated Student Media” was chosen 
for the 2019 Ken Nordin Award. This honor is given to the top college media 
research publication appearing in College Media Review (CMR) for the 
previous academic year. The awards were presented at the joint convention of 
the Associated Collegiate Press and College Media Association in Washington, 
D.C. Additionally, the work was published in the 2019 CMR Research Annual, 
which compiles the publications in a bound volume. CMR Associate Editor 
Lillian Lodge Kopenhaver included an editor’s note that commends the work 
for conceiving new models to ensure the best possible learning laboratory for 
achievement in student media. 

English Professor Consults on     
Amazon original series ‘Hunters’
English Professor Deb Donig was a consultant on an Amazon original series 
produced by Jordan Peele and starring Al Pacino. Inspired by true events, 
“Hunters” follows a diverse band of Nazi Hunters in 1977 New York City 
who discover that hundreds of escaped Nazis are living in America. Donig 
consulted on matters related to literary portrayals of the Holocaust and other 
issues related to the Jewish community. She read and suggested edits on 
scripts, consulted with writers and show runners, guided creative decisions 
of the series from initial story outlining to production. Last quarter, she was 
interviewed by Amazon’s production company in downtown San Luis Obispo 
for a documentary about the making of the series. 

   Watch Trailer

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

Director of international initiatives for CLA NAMED
Josh Machamer was named the new Director of International 
Initiatives for the College of Liberal Arts effective winter 
quarter 2020. Machamer will take on this new role on a part-
time basis while continuing to serve as chair of the Theatre 
and Dance Department. Machamer recently led the CLA Task 
Force on Internationalization and has served in several other 
capacities related to international eduction. In this new role, 
he will provide leadership for the support, development and 
advancement of internationalization efforts for the college 

on several different levels, including: providing context and 
holistic direction and coordination for departments, faculty 
and students in regards to international initiatives; building 
capacity in emerging areas of direct and virtual exchange; 
increasing student engagement in international experiences; 
assisting with curricular articulation abroad; expanding 
intercultural and cross-cultural understanding and 
competencies; offering faculty and departmental support; 
and developing opportunities that support these initiatives.

Save THE date

Inclusion Starts with Me Teach-In 

Thursday, February 13 

Various locations at various times 

  LEARN MORE

Susan Currier Memorial Lecture 

Thursday, February 13 at 6:10 p.m.

Pavilion, Performing Arts Center (Bldg. 6)

  LEARN MORE

CLA Speaks: The Democratic  
Shaping of Technology

Tuesday, March 3 at 6:30 p.m.

Spanos Theatre (Bldg. 44) 

  LEARN MORE

For a complete list of upcoming CLA events,  
visit cla.calpoly.edu/events

https://youtu.be/hYxTHcoRpNo
https://cla.calpoly.edu/teach-in
https://cla.calpoly.edu/currier-professorship
https://cla.calpoly.edu/currier-professorship
https://cla.calpoly.edu/claspeaks
https://cla.calpoly.edu/events
https://cla.calpoly.edu/events

