Troubleshooting

1. Strong Odors — Not enough air/excess nitrogen.
Solution: Turn compost weekly and add a
carbon source (i.e., Browns).

2. Wet & not composting — Not enough Nitrogen.
Solution: Add dry grass/straw and
turn the compost weekly.

3. Dry & not composting — Not enough water.
Solution: Add water and/or Greens.

4. Ammonia smell — Too much nitrogen.
Solution: Add dry leaves/sawdust and
turn compost bi-weekly.

5. Temperature of pile too high — Excess nitrogen.

Solution: Turn the pile, lightly water, add
Browns.

6. Temperature of pile too low — Pile too small.
Solution: Make pile bigger or insulate the
sides. Transition to indoor composting.

7. Pile attracts rodents — Inappropriate materials.
Solution: Avoid items like dairy products,
meats, bones, oils, or fats.

8. Attracts slugs and millipedes — This is not an
issue and actually normal for composting.
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COMPOSTING

Turning Spoils Into Soils


http://www.composting101.com/
http://www.composting.org/

What is Composting?

Composting is a controlled process of thorough decomposition of organic material. Naturally occurring soil organisms recycle nitrogen,
calcium, carbon, and other plant essential nutrients and hormones as they convert the material into humus. Humus is a final product of
organic matter decomposition that is the extremely stable and is highly resistant to further breakdown. The end result of composting
will be a very dark, earthy, crumbly material that contains living organisms and nutrients perfect for plants. Composting is a way to
speed up Mother Nature’s decomposition process. It is a convenient, mutually beneficial, and inexpensive way to handle your organic
waste and help the environment. Composting reduces the volume of garbage that requires disposal. It can save money for you and
your community by diverting organic waste from landfills and producing a natural source of soil fertility. It enriches soils by adding
essential plant nutrients in an available form, balances soil pH, suppresses plant diseases, eliminates the need for chemical fertilizers,
improves soil structure, allows for prevalent root growth, and increases nutrient/water retention. Compost can play a vital role in

promoting more sustainable agriculture and healthier communities.
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