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Dear Transfer Students, 
 
I’m thrilled to welcome you to the Cal Poly College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental 
Sciences – or CAFES, as we call it for short. 
 
You are joining an extraordinary student body of more than 4,100 CAFES students from throughout 
California and beyond. This year alone we are welcoming more than 170 transfer students to the 
college.  
 
I’ve proudly led the college as dean for almost 10 years and I can tell you without question – our 
transfer students are always among our most successful, most dedicated, most hard-working 
students in the college. Our students are working side by side with faculty on applied research 
projects in labs and in fields to solve problems the industries that they will graduate to become 
leaders in.  
 
Students play an essential role in operating and managing our production units – from our dairy 
(the largest student-run dairy in the U.S), to our meat processing center, to our chocolate 
production lab and horticultural units and so much more. 
 
We also have several exciting projects happening that will benefit students across the college’s nine 
departments. The recently completed JUSTIN and J. LOHR Center for Wine and Viticulture 
provides students with a learning environment similar to what they will experience in the wine 
industry. Both student and commercial wines will be produced here, as well as faculty and student 
research wines. 
 
The William and Linda Frost Center for Research and Innovation, with the college’s Boswell Ag 
Tech Center within that, is under construction and will be complete this coming year, featuring 
labs that will enable students to learn all about food – from product development to food safety and 
sensory analysis. 
 
The Grimm Family Center for Organic Production and Research recently launched and will serve 
as a hub for students to work with experts from across the industry to develop solutions to the most 
pressing issues related to organic production and agriculture. Research of soil structure and 
biodiversity, nutrient cycling, carbon sequestration, and water quality  will be at the forefront of the 
research.  
 
Our faculty originate from all over the world and are at the top of their game in terms of teaching, 
cutting edge research, and connections to industry – and this all benefits you, our students. 
 
It’s an exciting time here at Cal Poly, and we can’t wait for you to be part of it all in September. 
See you then! 
 
Warm regards, 

 
Andrew J. Thulin, Ph.D., Dean 
California Polytechnic State University 
College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences 
 




