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CAMPAIGN Total

$21,509,299

CAMPAIGN Goal

$23,000,000

CAMPAIGN %

93.5 % of goal

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW

Cal Poly’s Power of Doing campaign raised more than $832 million,
the largest fundraising initiative in the university’s and California State
University system's history. Because of you, the College of Architecture
and Environmental Design (CAED) contributed $21.5 million to this historic
campaign, enriching the experiences of our students, investing in exceptional
faculty, and supporting initiatives that address society’s most pressing
challenges. To our community of over 20,000 leaders who are dedicated to
shaping the built environment, thank you for advancing the Power of Doing
now and for future generations.

caed.calpoly.edu
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THE POWER OF DONORS

$21,509,299

and what they care about in the
College of Architecture and Environmental Design

DONORS SUPPORTED THESE
THREE CRITICAL PILLARS

TOTAL RAISED
GIFT TYPES

PERCENTAGE

Planned Gifts

22%

New Gifts

61%

New Pledges

17%

EMPOWERING
EXCELLENCE

EMPOWERING
STUDENTS

44%

31%

EMPOWERING
INNOVATION

4,958

FOUNDATIONS
0.4%

DONORS

25%
FACULTY/STAFF
0.8%
OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS
1.8%
CORPORATIONS
12.5%

FRIENDS
14.5%

ALUMNI
47.4%

THE POWER OF DONORS

FAMILY OF
STUDENTS
22.6%

Nearly 5,000 donors demonstrated the power
of doing through their charitable gifts to our
college. Our nationally recognized programs,
meaningful partnerships, and strong performance
at national and international competitions are
made possible with in-kind and financial support
from our CAED community.
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MAJOR GIFTS
and lead College of Architecture and
Environmental Design donors

GIVING HIGHLIGHTS
Timeline
2014

2015

$1M

Anonymous donor gives to the CAED
Fund for Excellence.

$250,000

Hearst Foundations establish the CAED
Teacher Scholars Program.

2016

$250,000

Robert Genzer gives to the City and
Regional Planning Fund for Excellence.

2017

OVERVIEW OF GIVING

We began this journey in 2012 with the goal of amplifying the impact
of built environment education and practice together with our
alumni, partners and friends. Every conversation and contribution has
prepared each one of us to be change agents in this critical moment
in history. Please join us in celebrating the many achievements that
were made possible through your support and momentum to drive us
forward.

$250,000

Roberta Jorgenson Marshall and
Gary Marshall establish the Marshall
Research Endowment.

2018

$2M

Steve and Maura Abernethy establish
the Abernethy Scholars Endowment.

2019

$3.7M

2020

$250,000

Granite Construction, Beavers
Charitable Trust and Caterpillar create
new heavy civil minor.

Yost Family establishes the Kevin Yost
Scholarship Endowment.
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GIVING TRENDS
donor profiles and behavior

OVERVIEW OF DONOR TRENDS

Gifts large and small helped support our many transformational programs that empower students, excellence
and innovation. The lion’s share of our support was made through gifts of under $100,000. Over 8,500 donations
were made in this range, making up 45% of our total. The remaining 55% of our campaign total was supported
by larger gifts from 30 donations. Pictured above are students who designed and constructed the newest
structure in Poly Canyon in 15 years. The Observation Deck was made possible by many small gifts as well as
supportive mentors who shared their design and construction expertise. As valued members of our community,
we invite all of you to reconnect with us on opportunities like this and others that have yet to be imagined.

GIFT BANDS

Identified by data of record and batched by allocation
GIFT RANGE

COMMITMENT VALUE

# OF DONORS
AT THESE LEVELS

$1M+

$6,360,433

5

$500K – $999.9K

$1,102,255

2

$100K – $499.9K

$4,387,738

23

$25K – $99.9K

$3,549,107

6

$5K – $24.9K

$3,145,177

338

$500 – $4.9K

$2,259,046

1,871

$705,843

6,327

Less than $499
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PLANNED GIVING
well-timed and intentful gifts

PLANNED GIVING
DONOR SOURCES
OVERVIEW OF PLANNED GIFTS TO THE
COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE
AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

When thinking about leaving a legacy, we are here to help
our supporters explore planned giving opportunities now
that shape the college in the future. With a little vision and
a little planning, many supporters were able to contribute
larger gifts later on in their careers or lives. The college has
worked with 22 supporters whose planned gifts contributed
more than $4.8 million over the last seven years. One
example—a recent planned gift that benefited the George
Hasslein Endowed Chair—is helping to sustain opportunities
for visiting faculty to enrich our programs and inspire our
students with fresh perspectives and trends from industry.
Above, members of the Class of 1962 enjoy an on-campus
visit to the Hasslein sculpture.

plannedgiving.calpoly.edu

$4,844,373
RAISED IN PLANNED GIFTS

22

TOTAL DONORS

19

TOTAL GIFTS

22%

OF CAMPAIGN DOLLARS RAISED
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VOLUNTEERS AND FRIENDS
time and talents are valued

THE IMPACT OF VOLUNTEERS

Over the course of the campaign, the college was privileged to work with countless
volunteers who opened doors to exciting Learn by Doing opportunities.
The Dean’s Leadership Council (DLC) brings together more than 30 leaders in
professions represented in the CAED, as well as business and community leaders who
share a profound interest in furthering the mission of the college. With a recent gift of
nearly $40,000, the council launched the CAED DLC Teacher Scholar program, which
supports faculty working with students on innovative research and creative practice.
The architecture and architectural engineering advisory councils have brought to
fruition much needed support for student travel for experiences here and abroad for
courses, conferences and competitions.
Department advisory councils from City and Regional Planning, Construction
Management and Landscape Architecture have each championed the Cal Poly Scholars
program, creating scholarships for first-generation and high-need students to attend
Cal Poly.
When students needed to pivot to remote learning in the spring of 2020, alumni,
partners and friends asked how they could help. Many stepped up by continuing to
participate in career fairs, offering online internships, speaking in classes, and serving
as mentors for students.
The strength and support of our volunteers foster the success of our nationally
recognized programs and competitive recruitment of our graduates who become
leaders in built environment professions.

Highlights

94%

Recent grads employed
or in grad school

NO. 1
Most hired from architecture schools with
100+ graduates among public universities.

NO. 1
Most hired from landscape architecture
schools with 35+ graduates.

NO. 1
Architectural engineering industry
satisfaction with Cal Poly graduates.

NO. 9
Among small city and regional
planning programs.

10
Awards in 2020 Associated Schools of
Construction regional student competitions.
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EMPOWERING EXCELLENCE
Stories of Empowering Impact / Teacher Scholars

Impact Heroes
AVRP Skyport

CAED Dean’s Leadership Council
Harold Hay
Hearst Foundations
LPA Inc.
Paul and Verla Neel
Robin L. Rossi
ZGF
Christine Theodoropoulos, Dean

60+

Faculty and student
scholars

Shaping the Built Environment
Through Research
Since launching in 2015, the CAED Teacher Scholars program, sponsored by foundations,
firms and individuals who support the CAED’s mission, has awarded nearly $300,000
in funding for 50 projects. The project has enabled more than 60 students and faculty
scholars to advance innovation and education that address some of society’s biggest
challenges.
For example, Hearst Foundations funding supported the 21st Century Learning
Environments project, a study of the impact of design on education. Mark Cabrinha,
associate dean of academic affairs and architecture faculty member, worked with his
students to investigate barriers and opportunities that architects face when creating
inspiring educational environments for all students. Students met with more than a
dozen design firms and visited schools and libraries in San Diego and Chicago, collected
data and began the process of designing spaces that meet the needs of all learners. The
website http://opensourcelearninglab.net was created to share student reflections and
findings with the goal of inspiring future study.
Investment in the next iteration of the Teacher Scholars program will continue to support
our faculty and students engaged in research and creative practice while incentivizing
and strengthening partnerships across California and beyond, making their work even
more impactful.
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EMPOWERING STUDENTS
Stories of Empowering Impact / Service-Learning

Re-envisioning Paradise: CAED
Students Initiate a Path to
Wildfire Recovery

Impact Heroes

In the fall of 2018, CAED students were deeply concerned by news of losses of life,
livelihood, homes and community caused by the Camp Fire, the deadliest and most
destructive wildfire in California’s history, as it devastated Paradise, a rural town in the
Sierra Nevada foothills.

Parents and supporters

Inspired to re-envision Paradise, architecture studios embarked on a life-changing
experience. Under the guidance of faculty members Stacey White and Kent Macdonald,
they imagined Paradise’s future as a socially cohesive, ecologically sustainable, and
environmentally resilient community. Through meaningful engagement with the citizens
of Paradise, students prepared studies of town form and associated buildings. In the
process, they learned how architects design for and with the communities they serve.
Thanks to the generous, heartfelt support received from the Paradise community,
California architecture firms, students’ families and faculty who provided resources for
travel and assistance conducting community workshops, students practiced confronting
real-world issues and interacting with residents and community leaders, many of them
still in shock from the immensity of their loss. In turn, students’ ideas became part of the
public dialogue — as witnessed by the considerable media coverage that followed — of
how Paradise might move ahead with its rebuilding and healing process.

BNIM Architects

mode associates
WRNS Studio
Margaret Kirk, Architecture Faculty
Kent Macdonald, Architecture Faculty
Bill Simbieda, City and Regional
Planning Faculty
Stacey White, Architecture Faculty
Margot McDonald, Architecture
Department Head

36

Student change-agents
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EMPOWERING INNOVATION
Stories of Empowering Impact / Global Impact

Impact Heroes
Alumni volunteers
Arup
KFA
Mbesese Initiative for Sustainable Design
Kevin Dong, Architectural Engineering Faculty
Tom Fowler, Architecture Faculty

$346,323

116 Donors
20+ Global projects

Learn By Doing in Tanzania

After completing his master’s and undergraduate degrees in Cal Poly’s architectural
engineering program, David Lambert’s passion for volunteering his expertise would
forever change the CAED’s service-learning footprint.
As a senior structural engineer in the Seattle office of the multinational firm Arup,
Lambert approached Cal Poly with a proposal to develop a novel interdisciplinary
course—one where architecture, architectural engineering, city and regional planning,
landscape architecture, and construction management students collaborate to design
and plan the construction of a polytechnic school in Same, Tanzania. Without hesitation,
faculty members Kevin Dong (architectural engineering) and Tom Fowler (architecture)
agreed to take part. For the past four years, Dong and Fowler have successfully taught
courses and traveled with students to Tanzania to learn from and work with the local
community as they help develop a master plan and building designs and construct
prototypes.
The Learn by Doing impact is best described by fifth-year architecture students Scout
Taylor and Ezra Zuidema. Taylor recalls, “I traveled to Tanzania with vague expectations
to learn about culture and construction. However, I left Tanzania with much more: a
tremendous appreciation for people I never knew, lifestyles I didn’t know existed, labor
I hadn’t realized was necessary, and a country that has impacted my career and life
path.” Zuidema adds, “Traveling and working throughout Tanzania gave me so many
opportunities to learn about different aspects of culture and construction. The lessons I
learned from this trip could not have been experienced at my desk in school.”
The project is ongoing and provides an ideal platform for students to learn from
practitioners who share their experiences designing for communities similar to Same
while working for global firms such as Arup and KFA. The experience helped students
better understand the commonalities and differences when designing for different
cultures, regional materials, and respecting local building traditions.
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LEARN BY DOING SPACES
Stories of Empowering Impact / Environments Shaped by Students

Legacies Courtyard

Originally constructed in 1979 by architecture students to enliven an unfinished outdoor
space, the courtyard behind the Neel Resource Center and Berg Gallery has served the
college as a place where generations of students have gathered and worked. Inspired to
revitalize this popular outdoor area of the college, Dean Emeritus Paul Neel and his wife,
Verla, launched the Legacies Courtyard project. Many donors, including the classes of
1963-65 and 1979-80, stepped up to raise over $56,000 to make this project a reality.
After naming the Neel Resource Center and seeing it energize our learning community,
Paul and Verla sought to expand access to quality common space. Verla said, “we wanted
to create a dynamic, flexible and energized outdoor space for students to work and for
alumni to come back to visit and spend time on campus.”
When Paul asked landscape architecture and construction management students to
help, they rose to the challenge. Through a faculty-organized design competition,
students envisioned a place with seating, shade, pathways, areas to construct and
showcase their work, and to host social events. They also applied their technical studies
to solve stormwater management and accessibility problems. The winning design laid
the foundation for another group of students in the Project Design and Implementation
Studio to take the project across the finish line.
Pictured above (right) is Landscape Architecture Faculty Member David Watts mentoring
students who prepared designs for the courtyard, ultimately providing Cal Poly’s facilities
management team with the construction documents needed to realize the project (left).
According to Watts, “Real-life projects like this are why our program is No. 1 in the nation.
Our students can take a project from inception to contract detailing. They can show you
how it’s done.”

Impact Heroes
Scott and Leslie Gaudineer

Kelly and Lynn-Holly Givens
Wally Gordon
Jack Highwart
Robert Kitamura
Doug and Kathy Lowe
Paul and Verla Neel
Chris Stevens
Ken and Jeanne Stone
Class of 1963-1965
Class of 1979-1980

$56,345

from 61 donors
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LEARN BY DOING

empowered
and

measured
COLLEGE OF
ARCHITECTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

Christine Theodoropoulos
Dean
Jessica Otten
Senior Director of Development
805-756-6144 / otten@calpoly.edu

Our CAED community has grown from a small
class of eight in 1946 to nearly 20,000 leaders.
Thank you for all of your support. Together we will
continue to transform the built environment and
drive the Power of Doing forward.

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC
STATE UNIVERSITY
1 GRAND AVENUE
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93407-0280

caed.calpoly.edu

ON THE COVER: Interdisciplinary teams of CAED students rally together
as they make their trek up Poly Canyon, high above the main campus, to
the Design Village Competition, an annual spring event at which students
construct their collaborative designs. In 2019, this duo beams with joy as
they successfully complete the first leg of this Learn by Doing challenge to
build their accommodations for the weekend.

