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Energy Dependence
Explores the complex relationship we have with the oil industry in 
California and particularly on the Central Coast. An economic force in 
California, the oil industry brings jobs and income to many, but almost 
always at the cost of the surrounding environment. The images in this 
series aim to discuss the dichotomy through highly contrasted elements 
of the beautiful and the ugly. 

Current conceptual project (2020 – present)



Personal statement
The power of photography enables us to relive important and impactful 
moments and allows us to share them with the world in an instant. Whether 
those moments are important to only those involved or to society as a whole, 
they deserve to be documented in a respectful and honest manner and shown 
in the most beautiful way possible. The goal with all my work is to create 
aesthetically-pleasing images that tell a story and inspire awe for the subject 
matter. I will always approach my subjects with the utmost respect and 
portray them in the most authentic way possible. Because I photograph such a 
wide-range of subjects, I always strive to use my curiosity to learn about 
different cultures and lifestyles that I encounter with my photographic work.
My style bridges the gap between fine-art and documentary photography, 
with the goal of capturing fleeting moments that could later inspire wonder in 
the viewer.
I bring a high-level of professionalism with my clients and employers and can 
deliver quality results in situations with tight timelines and/or evolving 
requirements. With a background in information technology, I always stay up-
to-date with the latest technological advances and utilize it to improve my 
efficiency and overall results.  



https://aponte.photo
michael@aponte.photo
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