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The Louisiana State University School of Architecture is proud of its long tradition of 
leadership in beginning design education.  The School has the distinction of hosting the 
National Conference on the Beginning Design Student three times over the past twenty 
five years and is proud that three of the School’s faculty have been conference chairs, 
including one of the conference founders, Nicholas Markovich.   The School is particularly 
honored to host the 25th commemorative conference this year and to accompany the 
occasion with the publication of Batture: Past Papers of the National Conference on the 
Beginning Student.

Jori Ann Erdman
Director
LSU School of Architecture

For more past papers and proceedings, please visit the Research Office of Novice Design 
Education at www.novicedesign.org.
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Introduction
Jim Sullivan
Associate Professor
Director, Research Office of Novice Design Education
LSU School of Architecture



The Louisiana State University School of Architecture’s journal, Batture, is honored to present the follow selection 
of papers from past proceedings of the National Conference for the Beginning Design Students (NCBDS).  This 
volume commemorates 25 years of conferences and provides an apt home for these papers in that Batture  receives 
its name from a small strip of land that, like beginning design, appears to reside between categories.  Running 
between a river’s edge and a levee, the batture is neither wholly dry land nor wet.  It receives rising river water 
yet has on it trees and other vegetation.  Still, the batture is an entity  unto itself with its own characteristics and 
challenging conditions for habitation.  Beginning design education too resides between categories, being neither 
wholly disciplinary nor pre-disciplinary.  Beginning design may be the foundation for what follows in a course of 
study but it is not yet that course of study.  Still, like the batture, beginning design is an entity unto itself.  It too 
has its own characteristics and challenging conditions for habitation, so to speak.

This in-between quality was the topic of the past two NCBDS’s.  These conferences, the 24th and 25th held at 
Georgia Institute of Technology and Louisiana State University respectively, acted as a diptych of sorts that 
commemorated a quarter century of conferences by exploring two sides of one topic: the complex and often-
contradictory ‘relationship between beginnings and disciplinarity.’  The 24th conference, We have Never Been 
Pre-Disciplinary, explored ‘the ways in which disciplines operate within beginning design education’ while the 
25th conference, But Also, We are a Discipline, explored the ways in which beginning design education operates 
as a autonomous discipline.  In other words, We have Never Been Pre-Disciplinary considered the continuities 
between beginning design and the disciplines that follow, and But Also, We are a Discipline considered beginning 
design as a discrete discipline with its own history, body of knowledge and educational challenges.

Whie the 24th and 25th conferences commemorated twenty-five years of NCBDS conferences, it is important 
to note that NCBDS’s origins are in a small gathering that took place almost four decades ago. This gathering, 
entitled Beginnings, was held in 1972 at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee.  Just over a decade later, after a 
second gathering in 1983 (this one at Cranbrook Academy), the first Beginning Design Conference was held in 
1984 at Arizona State University.  Since  that conference in Arizona, the National Conference on the Beginning 
Design Student has been and continues to be the primary venue for discussion about the practice of and research 
into for beginning design.

Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of the NCBDS’s longevity is that the confernce has no formal organizational 
structure to perpetuate itself.  There is no president, no treasurer, no dues.  Instead, the conference has a  dedicated 
community of the beginning design educators.  The conference is propelled by this community’s interest in the 
educational challenges and the attendant pedagogies, projects, and curricular strategies that arise in its context.

The papers in this issue of Batture informally chronicle this ongoing interest.  They are not intended to document 
the finest papers or the most influential.  Rather, they are intended to be a simple representation of the broad 
range of ideas and practices that this interest in beginning design education has generated.
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Preamble: I Love Beginnings

Tim McGinty
Arizona State University

Tenth Conference
Tulane University
1993

Foundation in Architecture
Cappleman, Jordan
Van Nostrand, 1993
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With Understanding: An Optimum Education for the Beginning 
Design Student in Architecture

C. A. Winkelhake
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

First Workshop
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
1972
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An Approach to a First Building Design Studio

Donald Gatzke, Peter Thaler
Tulane University

Fifth Conference
University of New Mexico
1988
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Basic Design: A Teaching Method Based on 
Visual Thinking

Nicholas Markovich
University of New Mexico

Fifth Conference
University of New Mexico
1988
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Playing with Blocks: An Overview from 
Underneath

Jonathan Friedman
New York Institute of Technology

Seventh Conference
Louisiana State University
1990
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Parti: New Paint for an Old Lady

William R. Benedict
California Polytechnic State University

Eighth Conference
Arizona State University
1991
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Against the Humunculus

Michael Stanton
Tulane University

Tenth Conference
Tulane University
1993
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Between the Walls Lies a Space

Bruce Lonnman
Syracuse University

Eleventh Conference
University of Arkansas
1994
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Clarity, Confusion, and the Hybrid 
Nature of Design

Bruce Lindsay
Carnegie Mellon University

Eleventh Conference
University of Arkansas
1994
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The Foundation Program: Design 
Fundamentals Revisted

David Diamond
New York Institute of Technolgy

Twelfth Conference
Virginia Polytechnic
1995



D
ia

m
on

d 
 �| 

 T
w

el
fth

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

 | 
 1

99
5

75



D
ia

m
on

d 
 �| 

 T
w

el
fth

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

 | 
 1

99
5

76



D
ia

m
on

d 
 �| 

 T
w

el
fth

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

 | 
 1

99
5

77



D
ia

m
on

d 
 �| 

 T
w

el
fth

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

 | 
 1

99
5

78



D
ia

m
on

d 
 �| 

 T
w

el
fth

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

 | 
 1

99
5

79



Form en abyme

Robert Somol
Los Angeles,CA

Thirteenth Conference
Louisiana State University
1996
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Waffling: The Infinate Plasticity of Architecture

Thomas Sofranko
Louisiana State University

Fourteenth Conference
Carnegie Mellon University
1997
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The Beginning Student of Design: Architectural 
Frames of Reference

Gregory S. Palermo
Iowa State University

Sixteenth Conference
University of Nevada, Las Vagas
1999
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Building Analytical Frameworks

Richard Hoag
Kansas State University

Nineteenth Conference
Oklahoma State University
2003
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Distance from Actuality: Towards a Theory for First 
Year Pedagogy

Stephen Temple, Kenneth Masden
University of Texas, San Antonio

Nineteenth Conference
Oklahoma State University
2003
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Greener Foundations

Terri Meyer Boake
University of Waterloo

Twenty Second Conference
Iowa State University
2006
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Elise Blewster BID ‘89
Carol L. Bradley BArch ‘71
Randall BArch ‘72 & Mary Broussard 
Charles D. Cadenhead MArch ‘75
Ken & Mary Alice Carpenter 
Frank F. Douglas BArch ‘68
James E. Furr BArch ‘69
Lane Grigsby
Dr. Robert T. Grissom 
Peggy Guidroz 
Dr. Thomas & Melaine Hansbrough

Kevin Harris BArch ‘77
Cordell & Ava Haymon 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard M. Hill
Stephen P. Jackson BArch ‘78
Dohn H. LaBiche BArch ‘83
Anne C. Loveland
Patrick Moore BLA ‘79
Heather L. Neyer BID ‘95
Roger H. Ogden 
Tim J. Orlando BLA ‘83
Chad Robert BLA ‘84
Michael D. Robinson & Donald J. Boutte’
James J. Sullivan
Dr. John & Elizabeth  “Boo” Thomas MLA ‘89
Suzan A. Tillotson BID ‘81
L. Azeo “Ace: Torre BLA 71
Suzanne Turner & Scott Purdin
Tracy & Nancy Wolf

Gifts of $1,000-
Cynthia Belise BArch ‘83
Jesse D. Cannon, Jr. BArch ‘72
Fred J. Grace III BArch ‘63
Emmett C. Hinson BArch ‘62
James G. Howell BArch ‘73
Gilbert A. Hubbard, Jr. BArch ‘77
Louis K. Lancaster BArch ‘74
Paul R. Lentz BArch ‘77
Robert K. McClaran BArch ‘68
Dianna P. Odom BArch ‘92
Lauren Y. Phillips BArch ‘08
Helen C. Schneider BArch ‘82
Peter J. Spera III BArch ‘04
Brett BArch ‘99 & 
Khemsuda Spearman BArch ‘99
Robert B. Swan BArch ‘74
Ernest E. Verges BArch ‘54
Judy A. Verges BArch ‘77
Michael B. Wilson

Corporate Gifts

Gifts of $25,000+
PageSoutherlandPage

Gifts of $10,000+
Mesa Design Associates
Townscape Studio, Inc.

Gifts of $5,000+
Coleman Partners Architects

Gifts of $2,500+
Bradley-Blewster & Associates 
Eskew+Dumez+Ripple 
Tipton Associates APAC

Gifts of $2,000+
Acme Brick Company
Torre Design Constortium, LTD.
Keith Leblanc Landscape Architecture, Inc.

Gifts of $1,000+
American Institute of Architect- Baton Rouge
Cajun Contractors 
Cockfield Jackson 
Exteriors by Chad Robert, Inc.
Gensler 
Kevin Harris , Architects, LLC 
LaBiche Architectural Grp.
Sprint Foundation
The Douglas Group 
Tillotson Design Associates, Inc.
WHR Architects

Gifts of $1,000-
Verges Associates Interiors
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