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MVE Founding Partner Appointed to National Park Foundation  
Ernesto Vasquez, AIA, NCARB, Will Serve on the Board of Directors Through 2017 
 

IRVINE, CA—Ernesto Vasquez, AIA, NCARB, founding partner of MVE & Partners, and president of MVE 

Institutional, was recently appointed to the National Park Foundation’s Board of Directors.  Vasquez joins a prestigious 

team of leaders dedicated to improving park conservation and restoration efforts, fostering civic and youth engagement 

and promoting the legacy of America’s national parks.  

 “It’s an honor to serve on the National Park Foundation,” Vasquez said.  “At MVE, we understand the importance 

of creating and preserving public spaces for communities to gather and interact.  Serving on the National Park Foundation 

is the next step in that effort to protect and sustain our country’s natural treasures for future generations.” 

 Chartered by Congress in 1967, the National Park Foundation was established to strengthen the connection 

between the American people and their national parks by raising private funds, making strategic grants, creating 

innovative partnerships and increasing public awareness.  The Foundation works hand in hand with the National Park 

Service and is the official charity of America’s nearly 400 national parks, comprising 84 million acres of the world’s 

stunning landscapes, ecosystems and historic sites. 

 With more than 35 years of architecture and planning experience, Vasquez has led teams in the design of more 

than 800 projects both domestically and globally.  Committed to creating sustainable communities and revitalized urban 

centers, Vasquez specializes in urban and affordable housing, transit-oriented and mixed-use developments, institutional 

facilities and community planning.  Vasquez will serve on the National Park Foundation Board of Directors through 2017, 

coinciding with preparations for the National Park Centennial in 2016.  

 Vasquez is an active community advocate involved in supporting various non-profit and educational 

organizations.  He has served as a board member for BRIDGE Housing, a major non-profit organization that addresses 

affordable housing in the State of California.  Vasquez has served on the President’s Council of the College of 

Architecture and Environmental Design (CAED) at California State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo (his alma 

mater), and is also a member of the College of Architecture and Environmental Design for Don Bosco Technical Institute 

and the UC Irvine Foundation Board of Ambassadors.  Vasquez was part of the founding effort to create the Hispanic 

Education and Endowment Fund.  Additionally, he is currently the Board Chair for The Wooden Floor (previously Saint 

Joseph Ballet), and he is an active supporter of Orange County Community Foundation, United Way, Orange County 

Ronald McDonald House and South Coast Repertory Theater. 
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 Throughout its history the National Park Foundation has helped in many significant ways including: 

x Protecting fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats through conservation programs 
x Securing tens of thousands of acres of parkland for new parks and existing parks 
x Supporting trail restoration across the country 
x Founding the Parks as Classrooms educational program and supporting other youth programs  
x Preserving African American history in the national parks 
x Leading the fundraising effort for the Flight 93 Memorial   
x Creating unique opportunities for teachers and education professionals to use the parks as teaching tools 
x Uniting public and private interests in support of our national parks 
x Restoring the Washington Monument 
x Creating national volunteer and service to the land programs 

 MVE & Partners is a national architecture, planning and interiors firm with a portfolio spanning almost 40 years.  

MVE & Partners’ design and delivery services include the creation of residential, commercial, mixed-use, hospitality, 

retail, transit, interior and planning solutions from offices in Irvine and Oakland, CA, and in Honolulu, HI.  Educational 

and civic projects are completed by MVE Institutional, an affiliated company.  MVE & Partners bridges forward-thinking 

design initiatives, such as sustainability, smart-growth and urbanization to the timely completion of projects.  While 

design diversity is the cornerstone of the firm, the defining approach is the creation of meaningful, attractive environments 

that enhance community and quality of life.   
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