
TWO-YEAR HOUSING PROGRAM 
To provide all Mustangs with the campus living experience, Cal Poly implemented a first-year residential requirement in 2016. The 
Campus Master Plan established a goal of housing 65% of students on campus by 2035, at the latest. As we move toward that goal, 
the University will be implementing a two-year requirement for their students.  

TIMELINE
Currently, Cal Poly Scholars and Student-athletes live on campus for two years. The Colleges will be shifting to two-year housing 
programs for first-year students admitted as early as 2020. As we house more second-year students, there will be fewer spaces for 
transfers and other continuing students until more housing complexes are built. 

FUTURE TWO-YEAR HOUSING IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS 
THREE-YEAR PLAN THREE-YEAR PLAN (alternate) TWO-YEAR PLAN

Admitted 2020 
STUDENT-ATHLETES
CAL POLY SCHOLARS
CAED 

Admitted 2021 
COSAM
CENG 

Admitted 2022 
CLA
OCOB
CAFES

Admitted 2020 
STUDENT-ATHLETES
CAL POLY SCHOLARS
CAED 

Admitted 2021 
COSAM
CENG
CLA 

Admitted 2022 
OCOB
CAFES

Admitted 2020 
STUDENT-ATHLETES
CAL POLY SCHOLARS
CAED
COSAM
CENG

Admitted 2021 
CLA
OCOB
CAFES

TRANSITIONING TO A 

In 2019, the College of Architecture and Environmental Design (CAED) became the first College to commit to a two-year requirement for first-

years admitted in 2020. 98.6% of CAED students who lived on campus for their first two years continued as Cal Poly students for a third year 

— as opposed to 90% who only lived on campus for one year. Ultimately, Housing’s primary goal is to help residents reach their own goals: a 

well-earned cap, gown, and diploma.  



EXEMPTIONS 

As we commit to housing more students on campus within our current facilities, 
we will be implementing an expanded exemption policy for second-year students 
including: 

 » Current active or military veterans   

 » Married, domestically partnered students and/or those having legally 
dependent children

 » Students with independent student status or are 21 years of age or older 

 » Medical and disability circumstances (exemption requests will be forwarded to 
the Disability Resource Center for review and approval)  

 » Students who live locally with a parent or guardian (verified by high school 
graduation location)

 » Other special circumstances that impact the student or University in ways 
that cannot be remedied, i.e. financial hardship (financial exemptions will be 
forwarded to Financial Aid for review and approval)

Students can request an exemption through the Cal Poly Portal when the Continuing Student 

Housing Application opens in winter quarter. An exemption for the second-year must be 

submitted even if you were approved for a first-year exemption.

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS 
With the inclusion of double-suites in campus apartments, we anticipate being 
able to house all first- and second-year students in our existing communities. 
Here are some space and program improvements we are considering to enhance 
amenities and support student success and retention.  

 » Adding tutoring, lecture, and advising spaces 

 » Integrating office spaces for advisors 

 » Creating innovative learning commons and study nooks 

 » Updating carpet, flooring, and cabinetry 

 » Optimizing outdoor spaces 

 » Adding ceiling fans to apartment bedrooms 

 » Installing additional bike lockers 

Residents of campus housing 

enjoy flexible lease agreements 

and 24/7 support not readily 

available elsewhere in the local 

college housing market. Living in 

University Housing gets you:

R ETENTION 

Students are retained at a 
significantly higher level than 
students who live off campus as 
sophomores

INCLUSION 

Inclusive communities create a 
sense of belonging for individuals 
from different identities and 
backgrounds

NO H ASSLE 

Friendly, no-hassle service 
for facilities maintenance and 
computing support

SUPPORT 

Tutoring, academic support, and 
student-centered events

24/7 ACCESS 

After-hours staff support, including 
weekends and holidays, to assist 
with roommate conflicts, needed 
medical attention, etc.

PROTECTION 

Residents won’t incur extra costs 
in case a roommate misses rent or 
moves out

FLE X IBILIT Y 

Flexibility to cancel without 
penalty for academic reasons 
(graduation, study abroad, 
internship, co-op)
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BENEFITS


