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September  10, 2020  
Attention:   

 
Provosts/Vice  Presidents for  

 
Academic Affairs  

MEMORANDUM  
Vice  Presidents for Student Affairs  

 
AVPs for Academic Programs  

TO:   CSU Presidents  
ASCSU Chair  

   

FROM:  Loren J. Blanchard, Ph.D.   

  Executive Vice Chancellor  

 

SUBJECT:  Ethnic Studies Requirement Implementation Plan and Timeline  

 

On August 17, 2020 Governor  Newsom  signed into law Education Code  Section 89032, 

requiring all incoming  first-year California State  University  freshmen to complete a 3-unit course  

in ethnic studies as part of their CSU education.  This requirement is effective beginning in fall  

2021.  

 

The CSU Board of Trustees will  now  align  Title 5 with the language required by the legislation, 

through an information item on the board’s September  22, 2020  agenda  and an  action item in 

November.  

 

At the same time, we  will need to advance  the required revision of the executive order on CSU General 

Education Breadth. The  Academic Senate of the California State University  has been asked to amend or  

build upon existing ethnic studies core  competencies outlined in  resolution  AS-3403-19/AA from 

November 2019, in collaboration with the CSU Ethnic  Studies Council, and to finalize this update no 

later than October  1, 2020. This action will expedite the revision of the executive order and allow our 

campuses to move forward with the approval of courses to meet this new requirement.  

 

A detailed implementation plan and timeline are  attached for your use  in communicating this 

requirement to campus constituents.  If you have questions regarding  implementation, please  

contact Dr. Alison Wrynn, Associate  Vice Chancellor, Academic Programs, Innovations and 

Faculty Development, at awrynn@calstate.edu  or (562) 951-4672.  

 

LJB/ae  

 

Enclosure  

 

C SU  Campuses  Fresno  Monterey  Bay  San  Francisco  

B akersfield  Fullerton  Northridge  San  José  

C hannel Islands  Humboldt  Pomona  San  Luis  Obispo  

Chico  Long  Beach  Sacramento  San  Marcos   
Dominguez  Hills  Los  Angeles  San  Bernardino  Sonoma  
 
East  Bay  Maritime  Academy  San  Diego  Stanislaus  
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c: Provosts and Vice Presidents for Academic Affairs 

Vice Presidents for Student Affairs and/or Enrollment Management 

Associate Vice Presidents for Academic Programs 

Dr. Robert Keith Collins, Chair, Academic Senate CSU 

Dr. Luoluo Hong, Associate Vice Chancellor, Student Affairs and Enrollment 

Management 

Dr. Alison Wrynn, Associate Vice Chancellor, Academic Programs, Innovations & 

Faculty Development 

Mr. Leo Van Cleve, Assistant Vice Chancellor, International and Off-Campus 

Programs 
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EDUCATION CODE SECTION 89032 
(AB 1460-ETHNIC STUDIES) 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND 
TIMELINE 
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   WHAT DOES THE LAW 
REQUIRE? 
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A emb ty Bill No . 1460 Ch. 31 - 2 -
CHAPTE R 32 

d A report of the California tate ,ersity Task Forc ,e on the 
An act il:o add ection 89032 to the !Educa ition Code, relat·ng to the 

i _
California tate niiv,ersity. Ad aooement of Ethnic .t~d.ies cou1m.iss ·oned ·by tl1e , hanceHor s office,

recommended that ethnic studies beco~ne a , enend ,education re,quire~nent 
• - • '! 

[Appro ed by Go emor August 17, 2020. iled ith Secretary 
of State Augu s t 1.7,2020 .] ·EC. 2. Section , 9'(02 · adlded to the Education ode to r,ead: 

LEG SLATIVE COU SE.VS DIG ST 8'9031. (a.) It is the intent of the Legmlature tJhat tudlen s oftb CaUfornmr 
Stale Un.iversity acquire the kno, ledge aod skills that \ iU help t~1e1n 

AB 1460 , Weber. Ca]ifornia tate University: graduation requirement: 
,ethnic studies. ,cm:nprehend the dmv,ersity and ·oc ··alJu ··tioe his,tory of the United tat,es and 

Exiisting law establishes the California State University and ·ts variou of tihe oc··,ety in \ hi,ch tJheyliv, ·t,0enable thetn t,0contribute to tl1at ociety 
campuses under the administration of the Board ofTrustees of the California 
Staite University. Existing law requires the trustee to adopt rules and a .re pon ibl,e and constru,ctmve,c.itizen . 
regulations not inconsistent with the laws of this state for the governance b) Com.tnencing witJhthe 2021- 22 academi ,c year, the CaID.ffom.ia tate 
of the trustees, their appo ·ntees and employee and he California tate Univ,ersity hall provmdlefor ,courses in ethmc smd.ies,at each of campuses. 
University. Existing regulat·ons require students of the California tate 

ruts
University to complete course in American hi tory and American c The ·abfom .ia.State Univers~ty haU ,collabora,e with the Calfomia l 
government or pass ,comprehensive exa:m·.naitio.ns in ho e fields in order to Staite niv,ersity Council on Ethnic tudies and tl1eA,cadem.ic Senate of the 
graduate witlh pe ,cified req uirement and e:xcception .. 

Thiis hill commenc ·.ng witil:t the 2021 - 22 academic year wou d requiire California State lJniversity t.odevelop cor,e competencies t.oh • achieved by 
the California State Univers ·ty il:oprovide for courses in ,ethnic studies at students who complete an ,ethni ,c studies course pursu~mt·to itnpletnenta ition 
,each of its campus ,es. The bi l, commencing wit!l:tstudents graduating in the of this section. The council aind the academ.i,c s,enate shall approve the oore 202 25 academic year would require the California Staite University t.o 
requiire as an undergraduate graduation requirement, the completion of, at ,cm:npeten ,cies beuore cornmen ,c,e1nent oftJ1e 202ID- 22 academ:n·,c yem:,. 
minimum, one 3-uniil: course in ,ethnic studie ,s, as specified. d) Commnen,cingwith srude!nts graduaitmg in the 202 25 academi ,c year, 

Thepeople of the State of California do enact asfollm :s: the California .· tate lJni versity hall require, ai ait1 undergraduate graduaition 
requ ire~nent, tlie compl ,etion of, aitmin.mmum, one three-unit ,course in ·tlmic 

ECTIO 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the fo lowing : studies. The university shall not increase th number of llllits requ ked to 
(a) Edm ·c rudies program have ,come about from students of c:olor 

demanding tthem. On ovember 6, 968, a coalition of student groups at graduate from the university v ith a ba,ccalaur,eate degree by the ,en£oro ment 
San Francisco Sttat,e University demanded tlhat the univ ,ersity institute an of th.i reqrui.re1n nt. This , raduation r,equir ,ement shall not apply to a 
,ethnic studies pro gram. postJbaccaIDaur,ea,e student v .ho is enm~~edin a bacc~alaureate degr,ee program (b) Et1hnic studies are an interdisciplinary and comparati e study of race 
and ethnic ·ty wiith pecial focus on four hi oricaUy defined raciar.zed core at tlte university if t1bestudent has satisfi,e-d,eit1br of the following: 
groups : ativ ,e American mean Amer:ican A ianAmericans, and Latina l The student ha earned a baccalaureat ,e de ree from an insti rution 
and Latino A1nerican . 

(c) Smd·e have found tha 1t both students of color and wh_"te students accr ,edited by a regional accr ,e-ditingagen ,cy. 
benefit academically as we]l as sociaHy from tak·ng ethnic studies courses. 2) The tudent has ,cmnP,let,ed: an ,etihn.icstudi,es course at ai postsecondary 
Ethn·c tud ·es courses pfay an importantt role in building an ·nclusive 

a,·, mult·culrural democracy. ,educational ·n ··titution accredited b a re , ·onal aocredrntrnn enc - . 
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 SPECIFIC SECTIONS OF 
EDUCATION CODE 89032 
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■ (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that students of the California 
State University acquire the knowledge and skills that will help 
them comprehend the diversity and social justice history of the 
United States and of the society in which they live to enable them 
to contribute to that society as responsible and constructive 
citizens. 

■ (b) Commencing with the 2021–22 academic year, the California 
State University shall provide for courses in ethnic studies at each 
of its campuses. 
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■ (c) The California State University shall collaborate with the 
California State University Council on Ethnic Studies and the 
Academic Senate of the California State University to develop core 
competencies to be achieved by students who complete an ethnic 
studies course pursuant to implementation of this section. The 
council and the academic senate shall approve the core 
competencies before commencement of the 2021–22 academic 
year. 
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■ (d) Commencing with students graduating in the 2024–25 
academic year, the California State University shall require, as an 
undergraduate graduation requirement, the completion of, at 
minimum, one three-unit course in ethnic studies. The university 
shall not increase the number of units required to graduate from 
the university with a baccalaureate degree by the enforcement of 
this requirement. 
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WHAT IS THE TIMELINE 
FOR IMPLEMENTATION?* 

*Accommodations to the timeline will be made for the quarter campus, but implementation will still be 
required for fall 2021. 
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August • AB 1460  Signed  by Governor Newsom 
• Initial  discussions  held with CSUCO  staff to formulate  plan for complying  with  the new Ethnic  Studies  

(ES) law 
• Discussions held  with  CSU  Presidents at Chancellor’s Senior Leadership  Council  meeting on  

implementation plan 
• BOT information it em  drafted for  Title 5  change 

September • BOT Information item-to change Title 5 to  reflect a new requirement  in  Ethnic  Studies  only. BOT item to be posted  by  
September 11. 

• The Academic  Senate CSU (ASCSU)  consults  with the ES Council and  ES department/program chairs to finalize the 
“core competencies”. 

• Revised  executive  order on CSU  GE Breadth (EO 1100 Revised)  drafted  by the CSUCO. 
• CSU campuses must  notify  the CSUCO if they have  current  courses in  Ethnic  Studies.  

o Campuses that  do not offer any ES courses  will  need to create them utilizing their  respective established  
curricula review  process.  

• The CSUCO begins to work with  the California  Community Colleges (CCC)  to provide details  on the submission  of  
courses  that will  meet  the new requirement. 

• The CSUCO begins work  with  ASSIST  (online student-transfer information system that shows  how  course  credits  
earned at  one public  California  college or  university can be applied  when transferred  to  another) to  include the new 
Area  F  Ethnic Studies requirement  in the software platform. 

• Information on the new ES  requirement  in  CSU  GE Breadth will  need to be prepared  to be shared at  the fall  Counselor  
Conferences  for High  School  and Transfer  counselors (only tentative information  will  be available at  this  point  in  time). 

• Title 5  change to be posted  to allow for 45-day  public comment  period before the November  BOT  meeting (must be 
posted  no later than  October  2, 2020. Due  to  OGC September  23.) 

• Campuses should  begin  update of campus degree audit  systems  to  accommodate revisions  to  CSU GE Breadth. 
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■ 
October • “Core competencies” to  be submitted to the CSUCO by the ASCSU  following their consultation  with  

the  ES  Council (due  October 1). 
• Revised  executive  order on  CSU GE shared  with  the ASCSU,  GEAC and the campuses.  Feedback is  

due by Friday, October 30th. 
November • BOT  Action  item-to  change Title  5 to reflect  change to a new  requirement  in Ethnic  Studies. 

• Campuses  should  begin  to  revise  their  campus  GE programs  based  on  the  draft  EO  on  CSU  GE 
Breadth. 

• Campus GE committees  begin to  review  new  and  existing courses  for  the new ES requirement  
on  their  campus  based  on  the  draft  EO. 

• Vice  Chancellors  and Chancellor review  revised executive  order on  CSU  GE  Breadth. 
• Revised  executive order  on CSU GE  finalized  and  published  (following  the BOT meeting). 
• Campus  GE committees  continue  to  review  new  and  existing courses  for  the  new  ES  

requirement  on their  campus  
• CCC  will review  Associate Degrees for  Transfer  (ADTs) to  ensure that  no  changes are needed  

based  on  this new  CSU  GE  requirement (changes should  be minimal as the requirement is 
included  within  CSU  GE  Breadth). 

December • Campus  Academic Senates finalize  revisions to  their campus  GE programs based  on the revised EO  
on CSU GE Breadth. 

• Campuses  finalize approvals  of courses  to be  offered to meet the new ES GE requirement. 
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-January • CSU  campus catalogs  are revised to  include  the  new ES requirement  in  CSU  GE  Breadth  
and  to  list  the  courses  that  meet  this  requirement (final  catalog  copy  is  due  on  most  
campuses  by  December 1  of  each  year). 

• CSU c ampuses  will need  to  update advising materials  and  websites  to  provide  
information to  incoming  students about the  changes to  CSU  GE Breadth.  

February • CCC  will  submit  courses  for  review b y  the CSUCO  to mee t  the new ES CSU  GE  requirement  
(although t his  course  deadline  is  typically in  December,  we  will allow  an  extension  for  this  
year to  February  1  to gi ve CCC  campuses  more time to  submit  ES courses  only.  These 
courses  will  be certified for  fall  2021). 

• CSUCO staff  will  conduct  reviews  of  these  courses.  
• The  CSU C O will review  draft CSU  catalogs  to  ensure  that  all CSU c ampuses  include  at  

least  one ES courses  in  their  2021-2022 c ourse catalog. 

March • CSU  campus  catalogs  with  new r equirements  and courses  are published. 
April-May • CCC  will  be notified of  the courses  that  are approved to mee t  the ES requirement  to  

include in  their  2021-22  catalogs.  

June-July • Incoming freshmen  class  will  register  for  classes  that  meet  the new E S requirement.  
August • Requirement  in  place  for  all students  with a  2021-22  catalog  year. 
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Reminder 

■ Title 5 changed in July 2020 by the Board of Trustees 
– Area D reduction in units from 9 to 6 lower-division units. 
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