
The College of Architecture and Environmental Design (CAED) is requesting the 
suspension of the Master of Science in Architecture (MS ARCH) program, including 
the blended MS ARCH program.  
  
Please see the attached memo from Christine Theodoropoulos, Dean of the College 
of Architecture and Environmental Design. 
  
Issues, concerns, and questions regarding this proposal should be directed to Angela 
Standifer with Academic Programs and Planning.  If the concern is strong enough, 
any senator may request an item be removed from the Consent Agenda by 
November 22, 2022. 
  
Pursuant to the process adopted by the Academic Senate on May 4, 2010, Items 
removed from the Consent Agenda will be placed on the Senate agenda as business 
items and be presented as a resolution to the full senate.  
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M E M O R A N D U M  

11/9/22  

TO: Cynthia Jackson-Elmoore  
Provost and Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 

Amanda Lathrop 
Interim Dean, Graduate Education 

FROM: Christine Theodoropoulos 
Dean 

COPIES: Mark Cabrinha 
Thomas Fowler 
Clare Olsen 
Bruno Gilberti 
Tom Guiterrez 
Daniel Parsons 
 

SUBJECT: Suspension of the Master of Science in Architecture Program 

 

On behalf of the College of Architecture and Environmental Design (CAED) and the 
Department of Architecture, I request suspension of the Master of Science in Architecture (MS 
ARCH) program, including the blended MS ARCHprogram. 
 
A program suspension will provide the Department of Architecture with time to plan for the 
future of the MS ARCH in response to market conditions and the need for enrollment stability 
and teaching resources necessary to sustain a master’s program in the field of architecture.  
 
This suspension is recommended by the Department of Architecture, the MS ARCH Graduate 
Program Director, and faculty who teach in the program.  
 
1. Summary of the consultation with faculty in the program, the Architecture Department 

and the College of Architecture and Environmental Design. 
 
1.1. The accredited Bachelor of Architecture Program (B ARCH) with a current enrollment of 

835 students is the Architecture Department’s primary focus. With a tenure density of 
50%, and the need for all architecture faculty to focus on the B ARCH there is limited 
availability of qualified faculty to focus on the graduate program. This includes the 
Graduate Program Director who has significant undergraduate teaching responsibilities 
and assumes a voluntary teaching overload to work with MS ARCH students. 
Circumstances considered include: 

 
1.1.1. Low enrollment in the MS ARCH program limits the department’s ability to 

sustain a robust graduate learning community. The number of new students 
entering the program in the last three years are: 4 (Fall 2022), 5 (Fall 2021), 1 
(Fall 2020). 
 

1.1.2. Efforts to increase enrollment through the addition of a blended master’s track 
that offers students in the B ARCH program an accelerated path to the M ARCH 
did not achieve enrollment growth and stability. Numbers of blended students 



 

 2 

entering the program in the past three years are: 2 (Fall 2022), 2 (Fall 2021), 7 
(Fall 2020). 
 

1.1.3. Undergraduate elective enrollment in graduate courses, such as the research 
methods course, was smaller than anticipated resulting in continued 
underenrollment of graduate courses. 
 

1.1.4. Some MS ARCH students have expressed concern about difficulty gaining 
access to members of the architecture faculty who have limited time available to 
teach and advise them. 

 
1.2. The proposal for suspension was presented to the Architecture Department’s tenured and 

tenure-track faculty who confirmed with a unanimous vote on 11/3/2022 in favor of 
supporting suspension.  
 

1.3.  Considering the small size of the program, the impact of its suspension on the college is 
minimal. 

 
2. Summary for supporting proposed suspension 

We are committed to supporting currently enrolled MS ARCH students as they complete 
the degree program. Additionally, the Departments of Architecture and Architectural 
Engineering  will collaborate to develop an alternative to the interdisciplinary design 
studio that is shared by the MS ARCH and the Master of Science in Architectural 
Engineering (MS ARCE) programs. 
 

3. Effective Date of Suspension 
January 9, 2023 
 

4. Degree completion support for currently enrolled students 
Students will be able to complete outstanding coursework and have access to support 
services from the Architecture Department, the college and the university.  
 

I would like to recognize the dedicated leadership and extraordinary contributions of Professor 
Thomas Fowler IV in his role as MS ARCH graduate program director, the inspired teaching of 
Professors Claire Olsen and Kevin Dong, and all of the faculty and staff who have helped 
sustain the MS ARCH program. 

 


