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Debra Valencia-Laver called the meeting to order at 11:14 a.m.  
 

1. Introductions 
a. Debra Valencia-Laver was appointed by affirmation to be the Academic Assessment 

Council (AAC) chair for AY 2019-20. 
 

2. AAC Charges from AS-735-11:“Resolution on Coordinated Campus Assessment Efforts” 
a. Debra said that the AAC should review the resolution in terms of membership 

requirements so that we are more inclusive of who can be on the AAC and consider any 
official steps we need to take to update the resolution. 
 

b. Bruno summarized that some of the charges in the resolution are overly broad. A 
revised resolution could focus on the AAC’s connection with college-level assessment 

VOTING MEMBERS 
CAED Mark Cabrinha; (vacant – faculty representative) 

CAFES 
Richard Cavaletto / Sean Hurley / Jerusha Greenwood / Ann De 
Lay; (vacant – faculty representative) 

CENG Eric Mehiel; Damian Kachlakev 
CLA Debra Valencia-Laver (AAC CHAIR); Silvia Marijuan 
CSM Kellie Green Hall; Beth Chance 
OCOB Stern Neill; Hong Hoang 
School of Education Virginia McMunn; Andrew Byrne 
Library Katherine O’Clair 
PCS/Career Services (vacant) 
Student Representative Antonia Starc 

NON-VOTING MEMBERS 

Academic Programs and Planning Bruno Giberti; Michael V. Nguyen; Andrew Morris 
CTLT Patrick O’Sullivan 
General Education Gary Laver 
Institutional Research Mauricio Saavedra 
ITS/Information Services Bret Heenan 
Student Affairs Kevin Grant 
Writing and Learning Initiatives Dawn Janke 
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efforts, annual program assessment reports, and a general campus assessment culture 
focused on evidence and inquiry.  

i. Bruno mentioned he proposed this idea with the Academic Senate as part of a 
larger goal for our reaffirmation effort with WSCUC1. 
 

 
3. 2019-20 Assessment Efforts 

a. Michael Nguyen summarized the campus-wide administration of the Collegiate Learning 
Assessment (CLA+) during summer and fall 2019 (for first-year students) and spring 2020 
(for seniors). The CLA+ was administered to first-year students in Quarter+ and PSY 202. 
A plan is underway for recruiting seniors to participate in the spring. 
 

b. Michael also discussed ways in which the AAC could review and use the CPX survey 
results to support additional diversity learning assessments happening this year. 
 

c. The National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) will be administered to first-year 
students and seniors in the spring. Cal Poly selected the “Inclusiveness and Engagement 
with Cultural Diversity” and “Experiences with Writing” modules. 
 

 
4. 2019-20 Assessment Goals 

a. Bruno discussed the Interim Provost’s support of providing funding to college faculty 
coordinators as a way to establish college assessment councils. Together with support 
from the Senate on possible new assessment-related resolutions, these efforts can go a 
long way to enhancing our assessment culture. 

i. The AAC said that they could discuss developing a charge for a college faculty 
coordinator throughout the year. The charge would have to be flexible since 
each college has a different assessment governing structure. 

ii. With more resources, colleges can have better engagement from faculty and be 
able to close the loop more efficiently. 

iii. Kellie Green Hall also recommended separating curriculum and assessment 
committees. If a group focuses on both curriculum and assessment, assessment 
tends to be overlooked or not given as much review. While colleges and 
departments might vary in size, if assessment can be separated from curriculum 
committees, it encourages faculty to engage with student learning more 
directly. 
 

b. AAC members also discussed emphasizing the assessment reports and helping colleges 
develop quality plans. A clearer connection between the annual reports and program 
review could also help with the planning process. 
 

                                                      
 
1 WSCUC stands for WASC Senior Colleges and University Commission, which is the accrediting body for Cal Poly 
and all CSU campuses. Cal Poly is preparing its next self-study report (due fall/winter 2021) and campus 
accreditation visit (winter/spring 2022). More information can be found here: www.wasc.calpoly.edu.  

https://academicprograms.calpoly.edu/assessment/aac
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http://nsse.indiana.edu/pdf/modules/2019/NSSE_2019_Inclusiveness_and_Engagement_with_Cultural_Diversity.pdf
http://nsse.indiana.edu/pdf/modules/2017/NSSE_2017_Experiences_with_Writing_Module.pdf
http://www.wasc.calpoly.edu/
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c. Dawn Janke recommended finding more ways for colleges to share their assessment 
projects with the AAC – whether successful or unsuccessful. A better assessment 
communication strategy, perhaps as a mini-conference, would only help the AAC and 
colleges learn from one another. 

 
5. Announcements and Reminders  

a. Michael explained to the AAC that they would not be using OneDrive to collect 
assessment reports this year. He’s hoping that the new learning management software 
Canvas can be used for broader assessment efforts, such as collecting and evaluating 
the reports. He and Shannon Sullivan-Danser created a webform where faculty can turn 
in reports; Shannon provided a brief overview. 

i. The AAC was reminded that the reports are due Tuesday, October 15. 
 

b. Patrick O’Sullivan informed the AAC of the program assessment series, which will begin 
with a workshop series on Program Learning Objectives/Outcomes. He encouraged the 
AAC to invite their faculty to participate. 

 
The meeting concluded at 12:04 p.m. 
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